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Hohnouraibl e(,cntlcîmen of the Senate :

<entlinL(#t of the House of ComIons&s;

It Is again my pleasing duty to congratulate
you on the continued prosperity of the Dominion
and on the remarkable increase in the general
volume of the revenue and of the exports and
imports of the country.

Hostilities having unfortunately broken out
during recess between Great Britain and the
South African Republic, It appeared to my
Ministers expedient to anticipate the action of
Parliament by equipping and forwarding two
contingents of volunteers to the seat of war as
a practical evidence of the profound devotion and
loyalty of the entire people of Canada to the
Sovereign and Institutions of the British Em-
pire.

In this connection it Is a matter of pride and
gratification to the people of this Dominion that,
in addition to the contingents sent by the gov-
ernment, another Canadian force Is being or-
ganized and despatched at the personal expense
of the High Connissioner of Canada. This
genercus and patriotie action upon the part of
Lord Stratheona reflects high honour on him and
on the Dominion he represents.

I have been instructed to convey to you Her
Majesty's high appreciation of the loyalty and
patriotism thus displayed, which, following the
preference granted under the present tariff to
articles of British manufacture, has had the
happlest effect in cementing and intensifying the
cordial reltions subsisting between Canada and
the mother country.

A Bill will be submitted for your approval
making provision for the cost of equipping and
paying the Canadian contingents.

The measures which have been taken from
time te tine to facilitate the safe transportation
of food stuffs to European markets have remulted
in a large IneaeIn the exportation of several
important articles of produce, and it may be-
come necessary In the interest of this very im-
portant branch of Industry to require a more
careful inspection than has been customary for
the purpose of maintaining that high standard of
excellence heretofore secured and which Is ab-
.solutely indispensable if the people of Canada
are to increase their large and profitable trade
with other countries in these commodities.

I am glad to observe that the returna from
the Post Office Department afford good ground
for belleving that the temporary los o! revenue
caused by the great reduction recently made la
letter postage, will speedily be made good by
the increased correspomdence consequent thereon.

Negotiations are now In progres with several
of our sister colonies ln the West Indies which
it la hoped may result In ninreaig and develop-
ing our trade with those islands, and possibly
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with certain portions of the adjacent continent
of South America.

It gives me great pleasure to observe that, in
pursuance of the policy which was defined at
the last session of parliament, a carefully de-
vised body of regulations has been adopted,
applicable to all railways and public works
within the federal jurisdiction, making adequate
provision for the sanitary protection and medical
care of workingmen.

The attention of the government has been
called te the confliets which occasionally arise
between workmen and their employers. While
it may not be possible to wholly prevent such
difficulties by legislation, my government think
that nany of the disputes might be averted if
better provisions could be made for the friendly
Intervention of boards of conciliation, the con-
clusions of which, while not legally binding,
would have much weight with both aides and
be useful in bringing an Intelligent public opin-
ion to bear on these complicated subjects. You
will be invIted to consider whether the provin-
cial legislation in this matter may not be use-
fully supplemented by an enactment providing
for the establishment of a Dominion tribunal for
assisting in the settlement of such questions.

I am happy to observe that the number of
settlers who have taken up lands In Mamitoba
and in the North-west Territories la larger than
In any previous year, and affords conclusive evi-
dence of the success which bas attended the
efforts of my government to promote immigra-
tion, and I have no doubt that the greatly in-
creased production of the West wIl henceforth
add materially to the growth of the trade of
the whole Dominion. While the efforts made to
secure increased population for the West have
thus been successful, much attention las also been
devoted to the repatriation of CanaMana who
in less prosperous Umes have left Canada. You
will be pleased to learn that this work has been
attended with satisfactory resulta.

My government, during the recesa, has been
givag its attention to the subject of a railway
commission. Valuable information has been and
Is still being collected, which when completed
will be submitted to you, and will, no doubt,
receive at your hands the earnest consideration
which the importance of the subject requires.

I am pleased to say that our canai syatem,
connecting the great lakes with the AtlantIc ea-
board, has been completed so as to allow veuoela
baving a draft of 14 feet to pass frm the head
of Lake Superior to the sea. The vigorous and
successful prosecution of these works by my gov-
ernment bas already attracted the attention of
those Interested In western transportation, and
there are good grounds for the hope that, whm
the necessary facilities for the quick and In-
expensive bandling of ocean traffie are provided


