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I speak for the youth and progress
of the country in asking the House
to pass this Bill. Over one hundred thou-
sand young men and women, I believe, use
the bicycle to-day in Canada; we have the
best grounds for believing they do so. The
sale of wheels is increasing very rapidly.
As lt price goes down. the sale will grow
with increasing rapidity. The bicycle no
longer can be said to be the luxury of the
few or of the rich or even of those comfort-
ably well-to-do ; it has become an article of
habitual use by all classes of the community.
We all know how largely it is used in cities,
not only by the rich and their children, but
by the workingnen. and by the working-
womnîen ; by railway employees, by factoryi
peopele. and by all classes. I am able toI
state fromni iy personal knowledge, that in
the eountry districts the case is quite sim-
ilar. In the part of Ontario in which I live
-andi I think it is not peculiar in that re-
sîet-nîearly every farmer's son now as-
pires to have a bicycle. almost as eagerly
as he asîpires to have a horse and buggy to
take his best rirl out for a drive. He has

this House where we are all free and equal
-I say tiat from the youngest to the oldest
member here, it is worth bis while to re-
member that these young men who use bi-
eyeles are important fellows at election
times. This is by no means a party measure;
these young gentlemen are by no means
all of the sane party feeling. but there is
no doubt that they will feel much more
kindly towards those who assist them to ob-
tain what they believe are their rights, than
towards those who try to debar theim from
obtaining these rights.

This matter lias been before individual
members for some time past. There bas
been a good deal of discussion in the lob-
bies. and I want to pay attention to a few
of the arguments I have heard against the
Bill, and to those objections to it which have
been formulated in print. In the first place,
I am toll. that it is a matter of class legis-
lation. and that it would be an innovation. I
elaim that the boot is on the otier foot. Un-
til about a year ago,. every railway in Can-
ada carried bicycles on the same terms as
they carried other baggage. Therefore. it is

tliherse and buggy still. but he wants to thle railays who have introduced class legis-
have the bicycle also. lation. or rather elass discrination against

An hni. MEMBER. And the girl. a eertai large section of the people. They
itn is nho have niade the innovation by de-

Mr. CASEY. Yes, and the girl wants to <laring that something is not baggage which
have her bicycle too to accompany him, so hadi been fornerly considered hggage, and
that the farmers' sons and daughters are! they Ia.ve maide bthis cass disermîination
equally interested in this. Then, If ail against those who use wheels. as compared
classes of society in cities, and towns, and iwith the lrest of the public. Not only did -Ill
in the eountry are interested in this mea- railways ehiassbicycles as b euntil with-
sure. I am not ashamed to Insist upon the in a year. but up to the present day, the

l s iving it the utmîost attention. Governient railways continue so to elass
Ol of tlie arguments used] against this Bill them. On the Intercolonuial Railway and

is a srt of pooh-pooh argument : Oh. this is Prince Edward Island Railway and ail others
just a thing gotten up by a few rattle-pated in the îmritine provinces, bicycles are still

youn;: fellows wbo have bicycles. and who earried as haggage. and for that reason
want il run out a few miles from the town. some of our maritime province friends hardly
ardil cone baek on the train ! I have dis- realize the grievance whîich the people of On-
posed of that argument by pointing out the tario and Quebec labour under. They have
influent ial cliaracter of the persons who use been accustomed to see bicycles earried on
the wheel. They are influential in many railways as they should be carried, viz.: As
ways. There is. I suppose, hardly a mnem- the personal necessities of the passengers.
ber in this House who has not been assisted In the United States, nearly one-lhalf of the
in his successful canmpaign by the bicyclists railway companies have always carried, and
amongst his supporters. They have drum- still carry bicycles as articles of baggage.
med up meetings, they have carried special In eleven states of the union they are com-
messages to committees, they have brought îpelled by law to do so ; but apart from that
in reports of the state of the polls, and they compulsion. such large railway systems as
have gone in procession on the triumphal the Pennyslvania raliroad system with its
evening when the hon. gentleman in ques- ramifications extending throughi many states,
tion was elected. In all ways, the wheel- and tie Boston and Albany. which is some-
men have taken an important part in the what similarly situated. and many other rail-
last general election beld in this Dominion. ways carry bicycles as baggage. The Boston

It is worth the while of hon. gentlemen and Albany road las gone so far as to pro-
to consider, whether the wheelmen may not: vide a complete outfit in the baggage cars to
take an important part in the next cam- make it convenient to carry bieycles,
paign. I do not wish to be accused of brib- and they make no extra charge to the pass-
ery and corruption, by calling attention to a enger. The eleven states which by legisla-
iratter of this kiud, but I do think it is worth tion class bicycles as baggage are as fol-
the atlention of every member of this House. lows :-New York. New Jersey. Rhode Is-
from the members of the Government down land. South Carolina. Arkansas. Arizona,
to th.u junior miembers on the back benches - Ohio. Colorado, California. North Dakota.
if there be such a thing as a back bench in and Michigan. In France. by order of the
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