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"It is a distinction as well &s e pleasure to be invited
to participete in this innual Conference of the inited States Confer-
. ence of uayors. SN L it e
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4 , , Wayors are vopy inuortant people, and mmicipal insti-
tutions are & very imgortant branch.of governwent. I sporeciste the
privilege of being here, not onlv becausae it gives we an opvortunity to
~offer a few Canadizn refiections upon our common- problems, but even more
' because it allows me to hear frou others on the programme and from the
(jgeneral discussion something of .the way .in wnich you are approaching
the complex difficulties of thq'present tizes and seasons.. :
o 7+ Free and Qemocratic govarnment, &s we know it todav,
- emerged end grew out of wmicipal government. It was in the city-
swates of Ancient Greece that self-government was born, and it was in
simpl: folx gatherinrs of Swiss villagers high up in Aloine Vallevs, it
wAS amonz stardv merchants af the free borou:hs of Old Eneland, it was
in the serious, almost solern town-meetings of New England, that these
frre institutions were nurtured sand developed. Democrscy has grown out
of the village, the town and the city, and municipal government is still
the root from which all free political imstitutions draw life and nou-
rishaent, . L . P Co
. But T have been asked to speak today, not on the origins
“or the ancient glorivs of cities and their governm=nts, but on one of
the very pressing problems of today. You have asked me to present some
. Cenadian reflections upon the rising cost of iiving,
‘ Canadian prices of most of the basic things that go into
{ the cost of living, have for some years been considerably below the
Prices in this country and below the prices in most other comparable
‘countries. Perhaps for that very reason the public concern and protests
viich have accompanied cur recent rise in prices has been all the greater
tad all the more srticulate.
’ The most conspicuous ecogomic fact of the past two years
has been the upward sweep of prices all over the world. For the past
twenty months the trend of prices everywhere has been steadily and ra-
{ Pldly upward. This is not a local problem, it is not confined to any
one country or to any group or oclass of countries. It is a world-wide
Pienonenon; and Caneda hes not escaped its eifects, C

: It i3 fair to add, however, that notwithstanding the
tMsiderahle inerense in prices in Canada durin~ the pest twelve months,
OUr increase in the cost ot living above the pre-war levels has been con-
ﬁﬂerably less extrere than 1n alnost all other countries,
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