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Source: World Economic Forum

Investing in women and girls is the right thing to do 
and the smart way to reduce poverty and inequality.

For these reasons, Canada is committed to a new 
approach to international assistance: a truly feminist 
approach that supports the economic, political and 
social empowerment of women and girls, and makes 
gender equality a priority, for the benefit of all people.

Over the past three decades, the world 
has made impressive gains in reducing 
poverty.1 Sustained economic growth 
has led to higher incomes, broader 
access to goods and services, and a 
better standard of living for many of the 
world’s poorest citizens.

At the same time, millions continue to struggle in the 
face of persistent poverty and inequality, exacerbated 
by violent conflict and the effects of climate change. 
Women and girls—whose voices and interests are too 
often ignored—are particularly at risk.

Poverty rate Number of 
in region (%) poor (millions)

SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA
The good news is that when women and girls are given 
equal opportunities to succeed, they can be powerful 
agents of change—driving stronger economic growth, 
encouraging greater peace and cooperation, and 
improving the quality of life for their families and 
their communities.
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EUROPE AND CENTRAL ASIA

10.32.2

15.1 256.2

41.0 388.7

10.7 766.0

æüTjJ

*


