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All four of l.he Central American stales are pamee to this Convention. Canada has not slgned or
ratified,

These six instruments deal with a wide range of himan rights issues. If strongly supported and
well-resourced they can be an important means of ensuring that human rights are not Jeft behind
in the rush to free trade. However the record of retification by the Central American slates is
uueven. Canada js not a party to any of the agreements ‘

Amnesty Intemauonal strongly urges that before movmg forward with plans for free trade,
Canada and these four Central American states musi commit themselves to an effective means of
monitoring, enforcing and promotmg human rights. Full ratification of these treaties by each of

. the states would be a decisive step in that du'ecnon

Sincerely, ‘ g
Alcx Neve :
Secretary General



