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Qualification of suppliers

2. Entities, in the process of qualifying suppliers, shall not discriminate
among foreign suppliers or between domestic and foreign suppliers. Qualifi-
cation procedures shall be consistent with the following:

(@)

)

(c)

(d)

(e)

N

any conditions for participation in tendering procedures shall be
published in adequate time to enable interested suppliers to initiate
and, to the extent that it is compatible with efficient operation of
the procurement process, complete the qualification procedures:

any conditions for participation required from suppliers, including
financial guarantees, technical qualifications and information necess-
ary for establishing the financial, commercial and technical capacity
of suppliers, as well as the verification of qualifications, shall be
no less favourable to foreign suppliers than to domestic suppliers
and shall not discriminate among foreign suppliers;

the process of, and the time required for, qualifying suppliers shall
not be used in order to keep foreign suppliers off a suppliers’ list
or from being considered for a particular proposed purchase. Enti-
ties shall recognize as qualified suppliers such domestic or foreign
suppliers who meet the conditions for participation in a particular
proposed purchase. Suppliers requesting to participate in a par-
ticular proposed purchase who may not yet be qualified shall also
be considered, provided there is sufficient time to complete the
qualification procedure:

entities maintaining permanent lists of qualified suppliers .shall
ensure that all qualified suppliers so requesting are included in the
lists within a reasonably short time;

any supplier having requested to become a qualified supplier shall
be advised by the entities concerned of the decision in this regard.
Qualified suppliers included on permanent lists by entities shall also
be notified of the termination of any such lists or of their removal
from them;

nothing in sub-paragraphs (a) to (e) above shall preclude the exclu-
sion of any supplier on grounds such as bankruptcy or false de'clar-
ations, provided that such an action is consistent with the national
treatment and non-discrimination provisions of this Agreement.



