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3. Was Norman a Marxist, a Communist, and a Soviet
sympathiser? Yes. Openly and enthusiastically while a student
at Cambridge, 1933-35; less openly but perhaps more
dogmatically while in Toronto 1936-37, and Harvard 1936-38.
His emancipation from communism was gradual and cannot be
pinpointed. After joining the public service in 1939, he cut
his Party associates but kept up several friendships among
Marxists that he had formed during the 1930's.

4. Was Norman a member of the Communist Party in Canada,
Britain or the United States? No. He was certainly a fellow
traveller, but he was never formally admitted and given a
card. His known services to the Party were trivial.

5. Did Norman lie about his Communist past? No and yes.
It was not a lie to have denied being a Member of the Party.
He understated, however, the degree of his commitment and also
his knowledge of the views and activities of his left-wing
friends. His failure to tell the whole truth damaged his
minister's credibility and contributed to his own demise.

6. Why did Norman commit suicide? Probably for the
reason he himself offered. Although fatigue was a factor, he
would not have taken his life had he not had cause to dread a •
repetition of the ordeal of 1950-52 that had been created by
the McCarthyite investigation conducted by the US Senate
Internal Security Subcommittee (SISS). He did not appear to
fear serious new revelations. He knew, however, that the
subcommittee was determined to "get" Lester Pearson as well as
himself, and that its tactics were ruthless.

7. Was there a coverup? Yes, but only in the obvious
sense that all governments treat security cases as strictly
confidential, and for understandable reasons. Sources, both
domestic and foreign, must be protected; much of the security
material on file is gossip, and even after forty years there
are innocent individuals who could be hurt. In the Norman
case, Pearson gave out more information than is conventional,
and both he and Norman suffered because of it. Both External
and CSIS have in fact released the large bulk of their Norman
files under Canada's Access to Information legislation; the
deleted material, all of which I have seen, does not alter the
picture. There was certainly no coverup of evidence indicating
that Norman was a Communist spy or an agent of influence. The
files I have reviewed contained no evidence to support such an
allegation.

Herbert Norman was loyal to the people of Japan, the
land of his childhood. He was loyal to humanity, and to the
pursuit of historical truth. He was loyal to himself; he never


