From Lenin to Gorbachev

The third reason is the artificial, premeditated, and carefully
coordinated nature of the Soviet campaign on behalf of this “new
thinking.” Gorbachev’s speech to the Twenty-Seventh Party Con-
gress triggered an avalanche of similar statements in the Soviet press.
The problem is, that despite the scores of articles that have been
published dealing with this theme, Soviet commentators have done
little more than quote or paraphrase Gorbachev’s remarks. They
sound like so many broken records, stuck repeating the same few
permitted phrases over and over again without adding anything of
substance to them or providing any concrete examples of how the
“new thinking” might apply to past, present or future Soviet foreign

policy.

The contrast between this carefully stage-managed approach to
foreign policy and the Soviet press’ more open treatment of domestic
issues is especially striking and disheartening. In the last two years,
we have seen the emergence of controversy and real debate within
the Soviet press on such sensitive issues as the radical overhauling of
the economy, the relaxation of censorship in the arts, and the legacy
of Stalin. Reformers and conservatives have articulated conflicting
positions and clashed repeatedly. Above all, people are beginning to
find their own voice. They are learning how to speak publicly in their
own words with a freshness and individuality that has not been seen
for decades in the Soviet Union. However, when it comes to the
public discussion of East- West relations, time has stood still. There is
virtually no controversy, there is little individuality, and the present
set of self-serving slogans are simply mechanically reiterated in
much the same way that a different group of slogans were parroted in

previous years.!%4
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