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Northern Rights

Last faîl, in a finy native com-
munify in the Northwest Terri-
tories, Prime Minister Brian
Mulroney signed a hisforic
agreement in principle that
will make the Dene and Métis,
0f the region the largesf non-
governmenf landowners in
North America.
The pacf gives about 15 000
aborîginal people of the Denie
and Métis tribes that inhabit
the Mackenzie Basin of the
Northwest Territories owner-
ship, including sub-surface
rights, of approximately
10 000 km2 Of land.
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and 10 per cent of anyfhîng
above that. The t irst $20 mil-
lion would be tax-f ree. The
deal also gives themn special
rights and interests in an
area totalling 180 000 km2,
including a voice in land,
wildlife and water manage-
ment decisions. Starting in
1990, fthe Dene and Métis are
entitled f0 $500 million in
cash to be paid out over
20 years.
Prime Minister Mulroney said
the signing marked "a day of
justice'' and heralds -new
economic and political devel-
opment- for the Nort h. "This
agreement in principle, when
carried f0 ifs final form,'' he
said, -will establish a new,
st ronger and healthier rela-

tionship between the people
of fhis area and the govern-
ment s which serve them.-
The Prime Minister added
that the land pacf marks
"ýreal progress" in the Dene
quest for self -determination.
But issues such as self-
determinafion and aboriginal
tifle were not included in the
agreement. These have yet f0
be hammered ouf in discus-
sions befween the govern-
ment of Canada and aboriginal
leaders over the next two years.

Victorious Victoria

Victoria, fhe British Columbia
capital, has been chosen f0
host the 1994 Commonwealth
Games.
The decision was reached by
the Commonwealth Games
Federation in Seoul, Sout h
Korea, the site of last year's
Summer Olympics. The Cana-
dian west-coast city was
selected on a f irst-ballot
majority.

in a situation where the
Gamnes are guaranfeed,..
we have a good management
team and funding in place.
Our Games will be great
Games."'
Delegates were perhaps look-
ing for an angel f0 save the
Commonwealth Games trom
extinction. The 1986 Games
in Edinburgh, Scotland,
became a financial disaster
when more than half of the,
entries puiled ouf as part of
an anti-apartheid boycott.
The 1994 Games make Victoria
the fourth Canadian city since
1930 te be awarded the Com-
monwealth Games.


