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the not distant future it wvill not uniikelv raink second onilv to
Buenos Avres. Froni the river onie cau see the estancias -as

the vast farins are called ;in herds of thouisands and flocks of
tens of thousands, the -estanciero' coulits his stock ; not b%
acres is the estate mneasured-inot even by miiles-but by square
leagues.

Three hundred umiles of river travel puits us iui front of a
great ciîy-a city whic h lias before it a great future. Rosairio
is yoting but she lias douie wonders in lier short life. In the
thirtv six vcars prior to [89o, shie inultiplied lier commerce b,%
eiglit, and lier population 1w' eigliteen ;with So,ooo inhabitants
ber per capita trade. judged by the tons of slîipping entered, wvas
five tinies greater than bondon, more than txvice that of New
YTork even, aîid equalled onily by Liverpool. XXhile tliîs last-
mentioned city lias speut more tlian any other comiiuniiity in the
world in uakiîîg facilities for commerce, Rosario lias lîad to
spend l)ractically nothîig ;the river bank iu front of the citv is
sonie sixty feet hiîgh abovc the river, and steep too, the great
<ocean leviathans-soine of themi ôooo tons burtheu moor along-
side and there discluarge and receive cargo. As the voyager
looks up and down tlue river the red-bottoined iron mierchainen
seeni to Eue the bank for miles-the "tlîin red liue '' broken
here and tliere by a Calnadian or Yanikee barque wîtli au occas-

jonal Norwegian or I)ago wooden sailer. Rosario is perhaps
unique iii miauy ways, certainily lui the coiiilation of cîrcin-
stances favourable to a great comumerce ;situated in the hucart of
a prairie of great extent and exhaustless fertility, with an ýcvan
and river trade that is siniply immîense, witii railroads runuiiig
north, south and west, and with niatural facilities for liandling
produce uowlîere else so reai. lu sonie cases tlue fariuu produce
often gldes into the hold of the slip wvhich coîîveys it to the
foreign conîsunmer f romn the very field ou wbich it grew. No
wharfs beiîug needed, the sluîp siniply drops anchor, pits the
helm so as to sheer tlue vessel towards the batik to wliich she is
m.aored by nieans of hunes run to cliaixîs secured in thue stiff c1av
wall. Oni the -Barrauca " two posts are fixed, say tliree fceet

apart, to, these wire ropes are attached and run to the ship liatcese


