
TRE VSITYFb 3, 1887.

Y. M. C. A.-The following large delegation left the city this
moi ning to attend the Convention at present in session in Kings-
ton :-Messrs. A. J. McLeod, B.A, J. M. Baldwin, B.A., J. McP.
Scott, S. M. Talbot, H. F. Laflamnie, E. S. Hogarth, H. B. Fraser,G. A. Wilson, G. Logie and G. B. McClean. The interest taken inthe Annual Convention by aur Associatior« is one of the propitious
orrtens.

In the absence of Mr. Gale the regular me-etingwias led by Mr.
Talling, whose subject was " Knowledge of the Truth." There wasa fair attendance. N. H. Russell takes the place of 1. H. Hunter
as Convener of the Commnittee on Religious work. J. Drummond
teaches ini the Boys' Home on Monday evening.

The second of the list of popular lectures (of which the pro -gramme appeared in these columns in the flrst issue of this year)
was delivered in Convocation Hall of Trinity College, on Fridayafternoon, 29th inst. The suhject of the lecture was " Social Lifeini Rome Under the Early Empir,", the lecturer, Professor Boys.
In discoursing on bis subject the lecturer reviewed bath the so-cial and political life of the Romans, sh îwving how the former was
eciipsed in importance ta such an extent by the latter as ta he quiteoverlooked hy bistolians. If we wish ta unclerstand Roman sociallife, then, we must go, flot ta the historians of the times, but ta theliterature, In it is embadied the thought and philosophy of theage, and an it is stamped the impress of the licentiousness, en vyand cruelty vhich characterized that highly civilized but indulgentpeople. The lecturer also referred to the low state of moralitygenerally prevalent in the time of the Early Empire, and ta thevery naticeable lack of knowledge of high moral principles. Therelation existing between religion and statecraft was discussed, andthe influence of the Stoic and Epicurean philosophy pointed out.The lecture was bath interesting, and instructive and was listenedta by a large audience.

The regular weekly meeting of the Literary and ScientiflcSociety was held in Moss Hall an Friday evening. Owing ta the
unfavorableness of the night but a small number were present.Those who werc in attendance, however, enjoyed a pleasant pro-gramme and a lively debate. Vice-President Ferguson accupied
the chair. Routine business was of little importance. The readingand essay were valuntary. The debate was on the subject of"Educational Qualification for Exercise of the Franchise."

MrT.* Rogers,for the affirmative, maintained that every voteraughtta be intelligent and hanest, and that his intelligence.and honestyought to be-made the test of bis qualification. As against propertyqualification hie argued that praperty holding is no assurance ofeither honesty or intelligence, and, therefore, flot a suitable qualifi-
cation for the exercise of the franchise. H-e cIaimPe.i also that taview a State from a financial standpoint is ta measure it by thelowest standpoint possible. Propf rty qualification prohibits manyfromn voting who are eminently qualified ta cast a vote. There aremany throughout the country naw ta whom the franchise is ex-tended who vote, not because they understand what they do inexercising this privilege, but because, it may be, they pay a certainamnount of rent for somte petty holding. For example, who arehetter qualified ta vote at the coming general election than Univer-sity students ? Thley have ma'ýe a study of political and civilquestions and know bow these are dealt with, and understand theprinciples involved in their solution Why, then, are they flot en-franchised for this educational qualification?

Mr. J. S. McLean said Mr. Rogers' dlaim for intellectual qualifica-tion was an indefinite one and not sustained. Is a man ta pass somtespecified examination in order ta be allowed ta vote ? If such werenecessary mnany who possess sufficient praperty ta qualify themn asvoters under the present system and who do vote without an> mani-
fest inefficiency would be denied their present privilege. Studentscertainly have the theory of political matters, but there is a broaddifference between theory and practice. Did such men possess theliberty of the franchise, they would also be eligible for election ta
parliamentary office, and, in putting into operatian their theories,
would get beyond the requirements of tbe day, would, in aIl liki-
hood, push their thoeries too far, and would fail ta comprehiend,
existing circumstances. Again, nearly every student who is of agebas a vote, for if he is suppnrted by bis father, that father must
surely have property enough for himself and son ta qualify on
before he is able ta educate the son. On the other band, if theyoung man is supporting bimself at college hie will bave money
enough of bis own ta qualify bim for the exercise of the franchise.
Practically, then, every man of the proper age bas already the
privilege of the franchise witbin bis reach. The exercise of the
franchise is a sufficient education ~n itself.

Mr. Smitb followed in support of Mr. Rogers, and was in turn
followed by Mr. Harkness. Bath these gentlemen spoke for the
tlrst lime before the Society.

Piscussion was then thrown open ta the meeting, the debate baving

b;een hitherto crnducted in parliamentary form. Mr. J. Johnsonl
said that a nian's interests lie in bis property and that, therefare,
property should be the qualification. Mr. A. T. Hunter and other
gentlemen followed in the discussion of the question. Mr. Talbotmaintained that every man who is gaverned and is flot a criminal
or lunatic should have a vaice in saying by whom lie shall
be gaverned. Such also was the bearing of Mr. Acheson's remarks.
Mr. Harrison showed that there are many men of such imnprovident character as to require to be governed, and flot goverri'ing. Hence a universal suffrage is impracticable. Arguments
were brought forîvard also by Mr. N. H. Russel in favor of aneducational qualification in preference ta one of property.

Mr. J. Ferguson, wha occupîed the chair, performed the
functions of critic, and' gave practical advice ta the variousspeakers relative ta the etiquette of public speaking, phrase-
ology, etc., before praceeding ta sumi up the argumentsurged pro and con. in the course of the debate. The question
w'as tlien submitted ta the audience,and decision was given in favar
of a property qualification, as against a qîualification founded oflan educational basis. Notice was given from the chair of the ad-dress ta be delivered before the Modern Language Club by Mr.
G. Mercer Adam some time in March. On motion of Mr. Fred.
Redden, the Society returned to order of business. Mr. Achesoil
was appointed, in Mr. Hume's place, to represent the Society inithe intercollegi ite debate with Queenê. The motion ta placeArctus on the files was carried. The rule of order requiriflgnotice of motion ta place a paper on file, was dispensed with bY atwo-thirds vote of the meeting, and it was determined ta placean file the Ottawa Feee Press, and the Standard, the new Canser«
vative organ.

The fiýheries question will be debated next Friday evening.

ANNOUNCEMENT.

TH E VA RS uv is conducted b>' undergraduates of ae UniversiY
of Toronuto, a/nd ii/ apear every Sa/urday of the acadelnic- year
I/ aims a/ bein- Mew e.îy5onent of thec vieuis. of thie Uiuiversilyjbublie

and wil! a/Aoy5s .çce'k Ilhe higluest interests of our Univers ity. 1/il
Li/craiy Dic$ar/,nen/ wi//, as lieretofore, be a main jeaure. The
news co/uinn.'s are fi/i and accurate, con/aining reports of a"!
meetings of iuu/eres( to i/s readers.
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