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" t is, Worthy of note that t11' fin s î/'." 'q l!
11Jof ,ttl(lo cIi1d(i-ei, the most helpless elass of opera-
tfles5 * lu W'ill not put up witb deduction from wages which
they have toiled bard to obtain, and therefore the system is
""t aPPlied to tbein. As it i, not found necessary in the
ea8e of aduit maie operatives, wby stîould it be practiseîil up-
Ohe Won w Omen and bielpless cbildren 'Not because of

0f il sIt, bt smpl beause it ispas i\eiy subinitted to.
fio~ jte mean, pitiless exactions which labour lias to suiferfnti sthe vilest. A young xvoran wiii work bard

f roir Mnd
%iay morning umtil Saturday evening for a paitî'y

PitneOf three or four dloliars, and, wvben pay-day coules,flds that the sum of 25 or 50 cents, or even s]1.00, bas been
deducted for goure trifling breach of t-ho ruies,' or because of

'li bett spite of the overseer. Ertupiovee.s are just as liable
'0h ie o hti purey and entirely anlacdna

iais01 taken of the system, hI forewoîuen and overseors, tovert theit' private spleen on the operatives. Files are iin-
P08ed, ini these cases,jo J(oi yhi;og, jo, s"/Io/ (o 4o1

'MIY-,and other similar ofi'ences."
Amnong the fines irnposed in the Quobec Cartridge Fac-tory, le find the following :"lOne of the employees, a girl,liad a pair of rubbers stolen during working hours, and forty-

fiv'e of the employees, includingf the loser, were fined ;~ eents
h,/t The articles were valued at 50 cents. After thre imi-

Posîti0 u Of tbis tie, the girl did not receive tbe price of ber
îOSt Property. In this establiý?hment, one boy lîad 4 cents,

and nothr 7cents, afteî' theit' week's work, tbe balance be-'t 'g Paiditn fines

'eyt Wluld seemu ditiienit to believe that 8,uch tlagrant rob-
Of operatives could exist in our neigbbour Province,

""der sanction of law, did it not stand as unimipeachable
eidence in the Commission's Report. Yet, unfortunately,
te 5Y5tern prevails in Ontario also, wbere very vexatious

in8tances Of it occur. Iu Britain this practice bas beeti
ýtOPPed in some industries, uotably tbat of bosiery, tbougb
itStili PreVails to an oppressive extent iri otbers in wbich

Onnare, as usuai, tbe victims. As the Commission ob-
ersit woulçd be far botter were the deductions from lages

"'e lbety in dl! cases, employers being, of course, at per-
ft'brYto dismiss incurably careless emètpioyees.

IBut t mybe asked by some now to sucb subjeets,
why Wili 'ver, Yi./, subinit to sncb petty tyranny ? The an.
"" lies' in the haird iîecessity of poverty, wbicli compels
%henl tO take the work on the terrus offered, and mraltes themn
0 inulUe afraid of dismissal tbat tbev wili seldomi even coin-

Plai Of Oppression. Ir, tire cotton-rmilis, especially, where
te Work and the conditions of work are generally liardest

itrkers are usnally draxvu from tbe poorest class, in wvbicbi,
it iay be, there is 11o father to lin the daiiy hread, or, if
Ihee be one no "I rk foi, 1dmi during the long winter. Or
th father. n'ay he a dririking man, bringing homne littie foi,

t' 4'n'Y'3 support. The ovet' burdened mothers are but
f0 aIbUOtls turu out their daugbters to earn somethin-
fo'h fml needs, even before the permitted age of four-
tern Tey bave had no training to fit themn for doniestie

ie,e6 to wbich they do not take kindly, and perbaps tlîeireXperîence of a first venture into it lias not heen a hîappy
01and bas gliven theto a strong prejudice against it,, wvli

ifte s are often wiliing to encourage, as tbey can se-
Mne'ore of tlieir oaî'nings at the factory, anîd tbey do itot

ande t i0 miss their board. The girls are, of course, too young
ignorant to rels the w11y in wbich these conditions ofWorkwilei

tîtheri tell on their constitutions, white ttheir mothers are
ra ' gnorant ortoo mnucli absorhed in i ard ako

*Cj ing ends meet and so tbe poor girls become the uncon-
J 8ui acrifices, in manv cases as truly, though. not so speed-jas djd the victims of the Minotaur of Crete. Lt is not
rteYthe long continuons hours of xvork,-the uerx'ous
11 Of standing or» walking for s0 înany bouts, tending

%e Petaî Ymoving machines, îvbich is, as doctors tell us, too
t for Many constitutions. But wben, in addition to

ýOkbefore haif-past six, winter as well as in summer, and
11h al k inds of weatber ; that in sorne cases they have to take
tht breakfast with them, wbich tbey must eat as they work;

te roms in which they bave to work are often un-
W1"'OITely bot or damp, and always pervaded with the

ofOi and mnacbinery ; that, wbite many of them have%tand Or waik duringr the whole eleven bours -even the

dinner-bour of supposed t'est is, ini somne iills, twice a week
invaded by the work of cleatoiuy theïr loon.,, etc., for wviicli
provision ouglît to he made during the regular bours of %vork,
can we wonder that their physical health often suffers, and
tlîat anamic conditions resuit, predisposin 'g them to broui.
chitis, prieumronia, and beart-fuuiiure, and too ofteîî ieadiug to
an eventual collapse 1The oniy wonder is titat this does not
bappen miore frequentiy, but, as one doctor lias reinarked, tbe
frequent necessity for tonics and othet' medicinies more thita
couniterbalances, in mnany cases. the little e'xtra pax' they
earn in the prolonged] lours. Inisuflicienit food anîd ciothing,
too, added to exposure in ait kinds of weather, is anotiier
source of danger, for, tbough the girls are engaged in muanu-
facturing large (juantities of goods, they are, in unaly Cases,
unahie to procure tire varmi clotluing they require ;altlîougbl
tin înany cases, aiso, tbey at'e teinpted to prefer the oi-naoa'nýr
tai to the useful. As a tule, the girls take tlîe iiardslîips of
t.beir lot with a passive resiguation titat is pattlieti,-the
re.signation of Il dumb, driven cattie." They are evideîiuly
afraid to utter a word of corripiaint, lest, by any chance, it
mi-lit reacb their employers' cars, atid bond t(u their disuiissail
froni wbat seetos to tbeml the only alternative to tue bug-
bear -as they regard it-of doinestie service. Tîteir niothers,
in gyenerai, give thein littie sytupatby and 11o encouragrement
to find faubt xvitli tiieir lot, and try to inake out that they
Det use(i to it.' But, wlien tlîey feel free to speak, tlîey wvili
admit that tbey of ton feel " dragged dow n," and tuat, tbeir
work leaves tiîem littie streiîgth or erîergy foi' anytbing like
mental improvemnent. Tri thîeir ex'enings tlîey are either tit
for littie else tlîau needed t'est, or their ovet' taxed ati( jaîied
'acuities demand sonie bigbiy stimulating amusement, which
'ýeldomn faits to bring evii conselluences iii its train. Too
often, they seemn to i)ecoIne aimost as mnuch machines as the
spiluning '' mulues " they tond-- siinply produceî's of s0 inuch
g«oods-knowing searceiy anything of tîte intou'estsi and plea-
sures of the aîvakened nuind. The degradatiou of theit'
higber faculties is almost sadder than tîtat of theit' physical
constitution. M an xvas itot mnade to live by bread alone,
but tbese gir'ls seoin to lixe but t(u caru the daily broad
whicb givos tbeni strength to continue working~ uIn other
xvords, they are human, seif-foeding machines !Tlîe Satur-
day bai f lholiday, earnied hy five days of elex'en houî's' toit, iN
iîainiy devoted to necessary work at hiomc, and SuuuhLy, of
course, in sucli ci vruins tances, can 1)0 littie miore tlîau al day
of phîysical rest. So fat as tlîey ar'e concerned, the co)untbess
opportunities for mental and mioral growvth thiat surround
tbem are pi'acticaliy non-existent. Lt is useiess to rbiik of
teuîching thiemi to malte a good use oif theim' leisure, until tlîey
/ir'st ser'o,' f/w eio. Ail benevoient attetîipts to provide
educatiotiai facilities for tiîeir use are to a gi'eat extent use-
iess for girls minder the systei of hours to wvlich lve bave
heen î'eforriîig. 0f course there are, happiby, many working
girlis mluch nmore happîiy circumstaîtced, especially iii Toron-
to, and mnany of these can and do mnake good uise of tbîeir
eveni rugs, disproviîîg the oft-i'eitet'ated charge. tiîat girls oîîiy
ivant theit' evenings for gadding about.

But. nioreox-er, is it liltely that girls uidet' sticli a y
temi wiil he tftted for becomîng, good wives aîid tuothers'
Yet it is often jnst sucli giris wiio naturailv rush into un-
pr-udent pri'enature lîarriages, the fri'ntful sour'ce of the ab-
ject poverty xvbieb perpotuates itseif and othet' evils to suc-
ceeding generations. Young xvomen counfortabiy settied in
domiestie service, with good inistiesses, are not neariy so apt
to unarry rmere lads, in sncb imprudent baste. B13ut tiiese
poot- girls are, of conrse, -lad of this avenue of escape froiui
tire wearying înonotony of thîeir daily work, and the discom-
forts of tue untirnely hîours ;and1 hence arises iio strait
amount of our increasing pauperisiii. If the ioss to the coin-
înunity in titis way could ho balanced agairust ail tire sup-
posed profits frotît long luns of work, the offset woulîl prove
a lueavy one, involving far worse tban pecnniary ioss to the
conntry at large.

Stili anotiier and veoîv serions consideratioti must ho
îiierely suggested. As bas been aiready said, the long strain
of so aîany bouts of monotonous labour induces in these
girls a craving for exciting amusement, ju2t as in men,-as
testified in labour evidence,-it induces in the over-wearied
labourer, a craving for stimulant of another kind. In youîîg
women it often takes forms fraught witb-great danger to thieir
best interests, and bas led many an unfortunate it 0 the
paths of despair. When ail evii is judged aright, on which,
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