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orthy of note that the fines are only imposed
v and children, the most helpless class of opera-
they ha;eeg _‘1v111 not put up \Yith deducbior} from wages whiqh
not &Ppliedm ed hard to o}_)ta_m, and therefore the system is
ase of aq lto them. As it is not found necessary in the
" Work: l:’t male operatives, why s'hould it be practised up-
the Deceslf'bt Women and helpless children ! Not because of
Of a]) bhem ¥, but 'Sl_mply beca}lse it 1s'passn‘ely submitted to.
rom, thi nean, pl_t;lless exactions which lab()u.r has to suffer
rom,MoﬁdlS the Vll_est. A young womnn.wﬂl work hard
Pittanc of a{ morning until Saturday evening for a paltry
nds thag bht iree or four rlo}lars, and, when P;my-day comes,
educteq ¢ € sum of'2§5 or 50 cents, or even =1.00, has been‘
the pebﬂt or some trifling breach _(‘)f the rules, or becau§e of
to be ﬁn};(fxi‘lte of bhe. overseer. hmplo_yees are just as liable
v are | or what is purely and entirely an accident, as
iS algg takn cases where they have been careless.  Advanvage
Vent, the; ‘en (?f the system, by forewome.en and overseers, to
Posed, iy, lthP“V&te spleen on th'e operatives. 'Fmes are im-
emp(o’ ese cases, _.fo’).' langhing, for speaking to a fellon
¥¢¢, and other similar offences.”
ory w[:‘)é‘g the fines imposed in the Quebec Cartridge Fac-
had p o.: nd the following : “One of the employees. a girl,
* Pair of rubbers stolen during working hours, and forty-
tach, the emp_loyees, including the loser, were fined .7 cents
Position 0? al‘_tlcl'es were valued at 50 cents. After the im-
8¢ propert 1S tine, the girl @1([ not receive the price of her
ang anolzh’ Y. In this establichment, one boy had 4 cents
ing Uder ¥ cents, after their week’s work, the balance be-
Paid in fineg ! »

beryIOtf W(')Oulfl seem dithicult to bqlieve that such flagrant rob-
under Sunp‘(z}atlves could exist in our neighhour Province,
Vidence i(J 10hn of law, .dl.d it not stand as unimpeachable
the oyate n the Qom_mlssmn’s_ Report.  Yet, unfortunately,
inst&ncesm If.)r(?valls in Onmmo.al.so, w‘here very vexatious
stopped ino 1t occur, In Britain this practice has been
it sti]] y some industries, notably that of hosiery, though
Prevsils to an oppressive extent in others in which

ve of

Wome

20} e m

8erveq }Zre, as usual, the victims. As the Commission ob-

thade ’lﬁ W‘lmld be far better were the deductions from wages
e a i ] N 1 3, Qg o . .

feot lib gal in all cases, employers being, of course, at per-

erty to dismiss incurably careless employees.

]\gvulbl’ it may be asked by some new to such subjects,
"leven gir/s submit to such petty tyranny? The an-

Why
Swey

_themhes in the hard necessity of poverty, which compels

(tl(l)l :‘fke_the work on the terms offered, and makes them
. raid (?f dismissal that they will seldom even com-
or Oppression. I.n' the c:otton-mills, especially, where
ors alfnd the conditions of work are generally hardest,
may )eleIUSua‘.lly drawn from tybe poorest class, in which,
there” o there is no fat;hel_‘ to win the daily bread, or, if
the fath one, no work fpv .hun during the long winter. Or
hig f&mi?r’ Mmay be a drinking man, bringing home little for
anxiy 8 support. The .over-burdened mothers are but
for the fO“S_ to turn out their daughters to earn something
teen, a;']“fll.]y needs, even befox:e the permitted age of four-
Service, te) h.a.ve had no training tg fit them for domestic
P@Pi(;nco which they do not'take .kmdly, and perhaps their
& ang 1‘13 of a first venture into it has not been a happy
the mogp . Siven them a strong prejudice against it, which
Cure morem are 9ften vsfllung to encourage, as they can se-
Seem ¢, e of the!r earnings at th(? factory, and they do not
ang ignoTlss their bpard. The glr]s are, of course, too young
work Willatnt to rea.h‘se the way in whxcl_x bhese_ conditions of
tithey o tell on their constitutions, while their mothers are
Mak; 0 1gnorant or too wuch absorbed in the hard task of
Sciong s:nfis meet ; and so the poor girls become the uncon-
ly, g5 ‘?cll‘lﬁces, in many cases as truly, though not so speed-
’herely utlh the victims of the Minotaur of Crete. It is not
Tain of € IOI}g continuous hours of work,—the nervous
perpetuaﬁtandm.g or walking for 0 many hours, tending
SeVere f, _V moving maf:lnn.es, which is, as doctors tell us, too
thi w Or many constitutions. But when, in addition to
Wor] € remember that they have to be at their places of
in all g ore half-past six, winter as well as in summer, and
heir , nds of weather ; that in some cases they have to take
thag, thre&kfa,st, with them, which they must eat as they work;

o ® rooms in which they have to work are often un-
Lo
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Mg ofm?ly hot or damp, and always pervaded with the

to Bta, doq and machinery ; that, while many of them have

d or walk during the whole eleven hours—even the
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dinner-hour of supposed rest iy, in some mills, twice a week
invaded by the work of c/eqning thewr looms, ete., for which
provision ought to be made during the regular hours of work,
can we wonder that their physical health often suffers, and
that anwmic conditions result, predisposing them to hron-
chitis, pneumonia, and heart-failure, and too often leading to
an eventual collapse’ The only wonder is that this does not
happen more frequently, but, as one doctor has remarked, the
frequent necessity for tonics and other medicines more than
counterbalances, in many cases, the little extra pay they
earn in the prolonged hours. Insufficient food and clothing,
too, added to exposure in all kinds of weather, is another
source of danger, for, though the girls are engaged in manu-
facturing large quantities of goods, they are, in many cases,
unable to procure the warm clothing they require ; although
in many cases, also, they are tempted to prefer the ornarien-
tal to the useful. As a rule, the girls take the hardships of
their lot with a passive resignation that is pathetic,—the
resignation of *dumb, driven cattle.” They are evidently
afraid to utter a word of complaint, lest, by any chance, it
might reach their employers’ ears, and lead to their dismissal
from what seems to them the only alternative to the bhug-
bear— as they regard it—of domestic service. Their mothers,
in general, give them little sympathy and no encouragement
to find fault with their lot, and try to make out that * they
get used to it.” But, when they feel free to speak, they will
admit that they often feel ** dragged down,” and that their
work leaves them little strength or energy for anything like
mental improvement. In their evenings they are either fit
for little else than needed rest, or their over-taxed and jaded
aculties demand some highly stimulating amusement, which
seldom fails to bring evil consequences in its train. Too
often, they seem to become almost as much machines as the
spinning ““mules ” they tend-—simply producers of so much
goods-—knowing scarcely anything of the interests and plea-
sures of the awakened mind. The degradavion of their
higher faculties is almost sadder than that of their physical
constitution. Man was not made to live by bread alone,
but these girls seem to live but to earn the daily bread
which gives them strength to continue working! In other
words, they are human, self-feeding machines | The Satur-
day half-holiday, earned by five days of eleven hours toil, ix
mainly devoted to necessary work at home, and Sunday, of
course, in such circumstances, can be little more than a day
of physical ress. So far as they are concerned, the countless
opportunities for mental and moral growth that surround
them are practically non-existent. 1t is useless to think of
teaching them to make a good use of their leisure, until they
All benevolent attempts to provide
educational facilities for their use arve to a great extent use-
less for girls under the system of hours to which we have
been referring. Of course there are, happily, many working
girls much more happily circumstanced, especially in Toron-
to, and many of these can and do make good use of their
evenings, disproving the oft-reiterated charge, that girls only
want their evenings for gadding about.

But, moreover, is it likely that girls under such a sys-
tem will be titted for becoming good wives and mothers!
Yet it is often just such giris who naturally rush into im-
prudent premature marriages, the fruitful source of the ab-
ject poverty which perpetuates itself and other evils to suc-
ceeding generations. Young women comfortably settled in
domestiic service, with good nistresses, are not nearly so apt
to marry mere lads, in such imprudent haste. But these
poor girls are, of course, glad of this avenue of ecscape from
the wearying monotony of their daily work, and the discom-
forts of the untimely hours; and hence arises no small
amount of our increasing pauperism. If the loss to the com-
munity in this way could be balanced agaiust all the sup-
posed profits from long hours of work, the offset would prove
a heavy one, involving far worse than pecuniary loss to the .
country at large.

Still another and very serious consideration must be
merely suggested. As has been already said, the long strain
of so many hours of monotonous labour induces in these
girls a craving for exciting amusement, just as in men,—as
testified in labour evidence,— it induces in the over-wearied
labourer, a craving for stimulant of another kind. In young
women it often takes forms fraught with-great danger to their
best interests, and has led many an unfortl.ma.te into t;.he
paths of despair. When all evil is judged aright, on which




