Dec, 27th, 1%95.)

OUr past show that we have always obtained such extensions
of liberty as we asked for, and also that we asked for them
ouly after asserting constitutionally that we were prepared
Or them and that they would suit ourselves? TIs not Mr.

ngley witness that at present the ““ Greater Britain” party
Predominates in the Mother Country as it never did hefore,
While manifestly a Colonial Secretary is at the helm whose
ighest ambition is to make us shavers in the responsibili-
tles and the prizes, that is, in the heritage of the greatest
fmpire the world has ever known ?

In a word, it seems to me scarcely fair to put the blame
of our not having full citizenship on Great Britain, when we
Ourselves have never asked for it, as we did ask at

ilerent times for representative institutions, for responsible
government, for Confederation, and for a share in the mak-
g of treaties which concern ourselves as well-as the Mother

ountry.  Let us do our own work. As there ave not many
of our public men capable of doing a more effective shave of
1t than My, Longley, let him “decide finally and ine<orably
what we ought to do,” and then take off his coat and show
What a public man of decided mind can do. There is a field

efore him worthy of the noblest ambition.

G. M. Graxr.

The Canadian Militia,
HE readers of Tnr Wrek must have perused with much
; interest the third paper by Principal Grant on the
2 Cost and Profit of Liberty,” that appeared in a recent
Issue. I am sure that every member of the active militia
18 pleased to see pablic men, with the wide-spread influence
and great ability of Mr. Grant, discussing a subject that re-
®lves hut scant attention either from the pulpit or the
Press,
. To accomplish the reorganization or any improvement
0 the Canadian wmilitia three thiugs are necessary. The
st is; that the people of Canada desire an improvement ;
¢ second, that they are willing to pay for it; and the
third, that the material is at hand to carry on the work.
The dis:ussion of the question by men of known ability
and experience, continued for any length of time, will ac-
omplish the first. Fveryone who has had any experience
With the militia will agree that it is susceptible to improve-
ment, and if we are to have a militia it should be efficient.
am only too conscious that there are difficulties in the way,
Such as the inability of our soldiers to devote very much of
their time from industrial and professional pursuits to train-
g in arms.  Still we cannot be charged with carvyinys this
00 far in Canada, when twelve days in two years is all the
time that is required from the rural corps. Principal Grant
would do his country an incalculable service if he wrote a
el‘:ber every week taking as his text, « Tmprove the Militia.”
1S voice might also drown the cries so often heard from
t '€ pulpit to the effect that it is a sin to be a soldier, a doc-
Tine that is identical with the principles of anarchy.
Politicians always respond to public feeling, and if
they are assured that the people desire an eflicient militia
€y will vote the money. The idea of the development of
© Datural resources of the country by public subsidies is
00t as popular now as it was a few years ago, and money
that has been devoted to the other branches of the public
Service can be diverted easily into a new channel. For it
I well known that the militia department has been stinted
Or no other reason than that the money might be spent in
Public works and railways. That was the trouble this year.
th e h.e:}ds of departments reached for ail they could get and
® militia, although well represented in Parliament in the
Ve of grab, had to take the small slice of the pie.
he smallness of the slice was not noticed until it was too
8te and the appropriations to the other departments had
ogen made. No one regretted this more than the members
tht]e _Grgverninent themselves. It was neither the fault of
M? Mlmster of Militia nor the Minister of Ifinance. The
lhister of Militia never feels safe in increasing the ex-
“0diture in his department, for there is no telling what
ci‘?’nent the expenditure will be depounch as useless. The
a Y corps, however, have been paid their eight days pay,
d the pay-sheets for the other four days have heen signed
+ sent in and will be paid as soon as Parliament meets
b}? legalizes the expenditure. It should not be forgotten
At 850,000 was spent this year in purchasing Iee Metford
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rifles which helped to drain the treasury.  The most efficient
regiments with suitable armories and ranges will, no doubt,
he armed with these rifles so that the force will receive some
immediate henefit from the expendituve and become accus-
tomed to the new arm, instead of having them stored at
Ottawa,

Principal Grant thinks that it would be hstter to have
25,000 efficient militia men than 35,000 unefficient. Such
logic is unanswerable, but it is no argument in favour of the
reduction of the militian. Militiamen cannot but look with
suspicion upon any such a move, for there is no guarantee
that the militia would be more efficient with 25,000 than
30,000 men. I have yet to meet the militia officer that did
not agree that what would be most needed in case of war
would be non-commissioned ofticers capable of instructing
the recruits in drill, discipline, and duties. With a smaller
force such material would be diminished. There would be
plenty of the raw material available. Tor that reason T
have heardthe opinion often expressed that no man should
be allowed to remain even as a private in the permanent
force who is incapable of hinparting instruction in drill and
who is not ready at any moment to act in that capacity.
More should be done to encourage capable men even in the
ranks of the militia to secure the qualifications of instruc-
tors.  Men who qualify as shots wear with pride the “cross
guns,” or marksman’s badge, on their sleeves. 1 fail to see
any reason why there should not be some such badge for
those men who are qualified in this equally important branch
of military knowledge. Such men would be invaluable in
case of war. .

Tt has been proved time and again that a nation should
be able to maintain a standing army of 50,000 men to the
million of its population. This figure has been exceeded
on many occasions, notably in Germany under Frederick
the Great. - I'rance, Germany and Russia are not far from
these figures now.. That would give Canada a war strength
of 250,000. Where would the drill instructors and the
ofticers come from?!  When we compare our expenditure with
that which would be required were we to reach this limit, we
find that the ratio would be one to three hundred, counting
25,000 militia trained for twelve days in the year. Tt can-
not be argued, therefore, that our expenditure now is ex-
cesgive, or that it would be even if we drilled 50,000 men
for twelve days a year. There must he a much larger ex-
penditure in the near future if we are to have a militia at
all.  Canada should, by rights, have 50,000 stand of Lee
Metford rifles. That would cost %900,000. Arrangements
could be made to distribute the payment over, say twenty
years, as it would be a legitimate expenditure on capital ac-
count. A large saving could be effected in the matter of
uniforms if a stout canvas uniform was provided for drill
and fatigue duties during camp. At present the cloth uni-
forms are heavy and uncomfortable in.this climate in sam:
mer.  The men ave required to wear them, and a new tunic,
which is supposed to last five years, in reality only sees two
camps as the men are drilled twice in five years. T am satis-
fied that if the men who go to camp carried two uniforms,
one for drvill and the other for reviews, a great saving could
be effected, besides giving greater comfort to the men them.
selves. A uniform of this description would only cost at the
most 32 per man. The saving might«be applied to the pur-
chase of new knapsacks, of the improved Slade-Wallace, ¢
some equipment more modern than the present, which was
carried by our great-grandfathers at Waterloo and Lundy’s
Lane.

I agree with Principal Grant that efficient otticers are an
absolute necessity in the militia. But I differ from him  as
to the method to be adopted. Our schools of infantry are
every year turning out scores of capable officers, as far ag
regimental requirements are concerned. The Military Col-
lege may be a useful institution, but he as much as admits
that it is useless to the militia, and T agree with him to
some extent. Why do not the graduates enter the service
of their country? I cannot answer that. They certainly are
not debarred from joining, and the other horn of the di-
lemma presents the old saw that “One man can take a horse
to water, ete.” They cannot be compelled to join as the laws
of conscription are not in force in Canada. For my part T
fail to see where there are any better soldiers than the gradu-
ates of the infantry schools. There are a few things that an
officer should know. First, he should know his drill. Now,



