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têat8 are purely mechanical and some of
themn can be performed by anyone witb
fittle preliniinary practice. Yet there
are Borne feats performed by this lady that
Car' bardly be explained by the ordinary
lawvs of mechanics and the skeptic even
lOksr troubled when he ie asked ta explain
theuin

At the annual convention of the Pro-
veillcial Association of Protestant Teachers,
Dr. Rexford made the statement that fait-
lire to perfect oneseif in any branch of learn-
lIig in early life had a great effeet on after
etIudies. He claimed tbat flot tbree-
flurtbs of the candidates wbo presented tbem-
Selves for Normal Sohool diplomas at the last
eexamuination were able ta, answer one of the
q1le8tiona in common arithmetic altbough
il had been on the board for three years.
The Proceedings were somewbat altered by
%r! examination, in arithmetic, of the ladies
6't%~ in the front raw. It camne quite un-
6IPectedly, and the audience was much
%Bnulsed. It is expected that at tbe next
COnv1ention the front row of seats wilI be
Vacanit. Inspector R. J. H-ewton, of Rich-
fllOnd, was elected president of tbe associa-
tion1 for the ensuing year.

Mgr. Satolli, the papal ablegate, passed
tlirough the city ]ast Friday en route for
tIie United States on Lise return from Que-
bec- Speaking of Cardinal Taschereau, the
%blegate said he bad aged very greatly since
lie lied seen bim last, in 1888. Cardinal
Taecbereau bad not been surprised at the
deepatches stating that the ablegate's visit
"48 for the purpose of settling difficulties
b6tWeen bimself and bis flock, as such
rll'nQurs of alleged canfliots bad been peri-
oaic4lly circulated, tbough the best feeling
eei8ted throughout the wbole diocese. As to
thie rumors of his approacbing appointaient

a89 cardinal, Mgr. Sitolli said that this

Wa, noa doubt, a repetition of the stere-
t3 pd rumor wich bas been cirulated at
diffe'1rent intervals. Hie bsd no knowledge
tbat the red bat was an ils way across the
8ela, and as bo was the person most interst-
ýe 8urely he would frnow something about
il 1le expressed bimeîf delightod at what
b8 bad heard and seen, botb in Quebec and
etOntreaî.

There je considerabla talk of bolding a
elaInîval during the coming winter, and a
COffirnîtte bas bheen farmed ta ascertain the
fsOAing of the citizens and ta Ëee if enougb
'fiOfiey can be raised ta warrant the lannch-
'11g of Buch a venture. The hotelkeepers

tlie railway men seem ta ho in favour oftecarnival, but the stare-keepers are nat
eBl entbus~isti tbat they will go into their
Ilookets ta help it along. The last carnival
dii inot do them inucli good, and tbey
048idered tbat the money given towards

Wl ae poorly invested, But the failure
aedue to, the wcather wbicb stopped train

lOadel of sightseers on the boundary lino,
adkept tbem tbere in snaw banks and an

ho rations for twa or tbree days. There,
Oever, bave been carnivals held in tbis

City Wbicb were very euccessful from every
th view, and there je na reason wby

ers- Rhould not be anotber. But times
are liard and tbe business man moves witb
caution. Already some ten thousand dol-1ar have been subscribed. Tbe Mayor bas
beela approacbed in regard ta the matter

tbO will bring it Up before the city coufi-

ter tb e estimated cost of the ice palace is
teitiusand dollars.

Roal. political circles were put in aly lest week by the rumour that Sir
onald Smith would not seek re-election ta

the Dominion Parliament for the western
divish..n of Mon treal after the expiration of
the present terni, andi almost concurrent
witb this was tbe rumour that Alderman
Costigan biait an eye ta the Conservative
nomination for tbe saiti division. It seems
tbat the first rumour ie flot without founda-
tion, but Mr. Costigan denies tbat be has
done anything tg warrant tbe latter one, and
be names other gentlemen whom he thinks
more likely and more capable ta be the party
standard bearer in tbe western division.
Some of the leading members of tbe party
organizations, in casie af Mr. Smitb's re-
tirement, favour the nomination of Lieut.-
Col. Rensbaw, the president of the Junior
Conservative Club. This gentleman is very
popular and bas the capabilities of making
a goond representative, flot only of tbe party,
but of the wbole div ision.

Judge Dugas expressed his views on tbe
detective force andi the city's crime before
the epecial police investigation cammittee
lest Wednesday. Hie had no hesitatian in
saying tbat the Montreal detective force
was many years bebind the timee. It lacks
system andi ability, tbe average detective
knowing nothing af the modern means of
detecting crime, especially the science of
identification whicb je so completely carried
out in otber counitries, perticularly ln
France. The heatiquarters lack proper ac-
commodation, Tbere is tono mucli jealousy
among the men andi tbrough it criminelsi
are allowed ta escape. Cases are neyer fol-
lowed up ; the detective scon gets tired and
pieke up new cases before flnishing tbe aid.
There migbt be botter men and their might
be better pay. There was the mattor of
disguise, eo vital in the pursuit af criminals;
tbe detectives know notbing about it. The
detectives were all well known ta tbe crim-
mnals, who bad no trouble in keeping out af
tbe way. There shoulti bo a new system af
instruction suited ta, the larger requireruotnts
af Montreal. Tbe judge favours the rt-gu-
lation aof tbe social vice. H1e wauld not
license it, but be would bave the diereijur-
able places always under surveillance. Ef-
forts shoulti be matie ta rescue girls that
have fallen for the first time, but shoulti
their efforts fail tben ta place them in a
certain class and keep them tbere. This
regulation would bie in the inierests af
society. Judge Dugas was the only wit-
nees exemined tiuring that session. (ii
Detective Cullen, put on tbhe stand the
day following, was forceti ta admit a
great many tbings wbich prove conclusive-
ly that thore is no sncb thing as system
in the detective forco.

A. J. F.

A PAGE FROM MY NOTE BOOK.

ON AN OLD VENETIAN PORTRAIT.

The features loom eut of the darkness
As brown as an ancient scroil,

But the eyes gleani on with the lire that ahane
lan the dead man's living seul.

He is clad in a Cardinalea mantde,
And bie wesrs the cap of state,

But bis lip je curîed in a sneer at tbe world,
And bis glance is full of hate.

Olti age has Just touched with its wiater
The bair on bis lip and chin,

11e steoped, ne doubt, as hie walked about,
Anti the blood in bis veins ivas thin.

Hie date andi his title I know net,
But I know that the man la there

As cruel andi cold as in days of old
Whben be schemed fer the Pontife' chair.
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H e neyer could get into beaveia
Though bis lands were ail given to pay

For prayers to be said on behalf of the dead
From now tili the judgment day.

Hia palace, bis statues and Ijictures
XVere heaven, at teast for a time;

A nd now he is " where VWhy, an ornament
there

On my wall, and 1 thirak him sublime

For the gold of another sunset
Falls over hirn evea now,

And it deepens the red of the cap on bis head,
And it briiags o ut the lino on his brow.

The ages have died into silence,
And inen have forgottea his tonîb,

f3ut hie stili sits thiere in bis cardinals chair
Anmilhe watches me now in the gloom.

ANJDA NTE.

The days and weeks are going, love,
The years roll on apace,

And the haad of time is showiag, love,
Lu the care-lines on thy face.

But the tic tbat bound our hearts, love,
In the nîoraiag's golden haze,

le a tie that neyer parts, love,
Withi the passing of the days.

For, thoughi Deatb's aria bie strong, love,
Our love its ligbt will shed,

And like a glorious song, love,
Witt live whiea Deatli is dead.

THE CRIPPLE.
,I net once in a coulntry lane

A littie cripple pale and tbia,
Who from my preseace sought again,

T[he sbadowvs she bad hidden ia,

Filer wasted cheeks the suniset skies
lad hallowed with their fading glow,

Anîd ia hier large and lustrous eyes
Tlhere, cwelt a chjld's uauittered woe.

Site crept into the autunîn wo d,
T1he parted bushes closed hebînd-

Pour little heart, 1 understood
The shamieless shanie that (ilIed hier mind.

I understood anîd loved lier well
For one sad face 1 loved of yore

Aîîd down the larie the dead leaves fell
Like dreames that pass for evermore.

IN THE CHURC- YARD.

As now xay feet are strayiiug
Where aIl the olead are lying,

otrees, what are ye saying
'that sets My sout a-sighing

Your souaid is as the weeping
Of eue tbat dreade the morrow,

Or sobi of sad heart sleeping
For fullness of its sorrow.

Methinks your rootlets grepiag
Beneath the dark earth's layers

Have found the doubt aad biopiag,
The blasphieinies and prayers,

0f hearts that here are feeding
The worin, and now in pity

Ye storn wvitb interceding
The floor of God's great city.

A NOCTURNE.
In the little French churchi at the bond of the

river,
When roaring and tond was the wind iu the

night,'
An altar-lamp burat to the mighty (4 race-Giver,

The HJoly Child Jesus -the Lighit of the
Light.

It was hung on a chain f rom the roof and was
swinging,

As if the uaseemnly commotion te chide,
Likze the choir-master's baton when hushing the

singiag,
Or the tongue of tbe bell wben its tollings

subside.

It lit up tbe poor paper flowers on the altar,
And odd were the sbadows it scattered around

On pulpit and lectera. on choir-seat and psalter,
Wbite the chaîns thiew the ghost of a cross on

the ground.


