“AD MAJOREM DIIT GLORI AN >

THE ONLY CATHOLIC PAPER PUBLISHED IN ENGLISH IN N ORTH-WESTERN CANADA.

VOL. XIII, No. 34.

ST, BONIFACE MANITOBA, TUESDAY, MARCH 8, 1898,

@/ ? - Senate Readi g Rmy g
Euew,

\

$2.00 per yoar.
Single Copies, 5 sents.

!

«The Confessional.”

Its Benefits to the Individual,
The Family, and Society.

The Rev. Father Stephen, C. P,
Preached the last of a course of sermons
at St Joseph’s Retreat, Highgate, London
{Eng.) on “The Catholic Confessional,” to
& large congregation, among whom were
a number of non-Catholics, who listened
to the rev. gentleman’s discourse with
t&aat attentior, In the coarse of an elo-
quent sermon the rev. preacher said
that in the lectures which he shouid con-
clude that evening he had tried to keep
belore them the two primary and essen-
tial effects of the sacrament of Penance
~namely, the remission of sin and the
infasion of the grace of God into the soul.
Added to these there was tbe presence
of the supernaturat virtnes of faith, hope,
and charity, the practice of which, spring-
ing from the grace of God, rendered
them and their actions worthy of an e-
tornal recompense of glory. These were
the invisible effects which ever flowed
into the soul from sacramental confes-
libn, while they themselves, in their
tiﬁ"h, became the sources of innumerable
blessings to man which were naked -and
op;m to human eyes. These were peace
tp the individual soul, happiness to the
family, and
Preservation of the Fundamental Prinel-
ples of Soclety.

These were the external and visible
effects which they claimed for the Cath-
olic confessional over and above those
Wimary ones which came direct from
Qod to the soal, s0 that it went without
sdying, and he who ran might read, that
the confession of the Catholic Chureh
whs widespread inits influences and
beneficial in its results. First, it brought
. pelce to the individual soul. There were
any things which the heart of man cov-
eted; thére were many things in life that
a man desired, but there was one thing
’ !hicb, in the more solemn moments of
his life, and when alone with the mua-
aings of his own soul, he would far prefer
%0 all the riches, honours, or fame of the
‘world, and that was the jewel of peace—
the peace of a good consacience, the peace
that could.make bim feel as happy as a
man could feel in tbis life, a peace that
whispered in his sadder moments of life
* that all was well between him and God.
This was the peace that the world could
not give, because it surpassed the
world’s understanding; this the peace
which conld never be the portion of the
tinner or the ungodly. For peace was
e result of order and harmony; un-
bagppiness the outcome of disorder. All
things in this world had been created
by Almighty God in “order, weight, and
Rieasurs ;’ all things on this earth had
% relation and order one to another
which had been established by the
Creator, and when this order was pre-
8érved in the soul, in the family, orin
the society, happiness and peace was the
Teanlt, but when this order was finring.
®d upon or broken, pain, anxiety, and
Yemorge always ensued. Even in sensi-
ble and material thipgs they bad an
©Xample of this, for the pain in the body,
orin any member of the body, was
#imply nothing less than the departure
from the harmony which had been es-
tablished by Almighty God between
part and part. A nerve became exposed,
and the result was a violent, agonizing,
throbbing pain ; so was it with the soul.
The soul had a higher and closer rela-
tion to Almighty God than any mere
material or sensible thing, and when the
order was .
Broken by the Non-observance of God's
Commnudmen“‘
then remorse, uneasiness, ang unhappi-
ness of conscience were the resalt. This
even was borne out by the words of
Bcripture, “They who are doets of the
law become justified,” and justification
bringg with it peace. “Much peace haye
they who love the law,” and *There ig
no peace for the wicked because they
transgress the commandments of God.”
Bo that the observance of God’s law
brought peace to the scul, and the
breaking of that law unhappiness
and remorse.  From this it follow-
ed that if 2 man was tohave peace
In hjs goul he must again return to the
Pith of obgervance in order that the
Telations between the goul and God
Might he re-established, and in order to
do thig there must be some potent factor

s

ruling the individual, and $his Was the
Catholic confessional. For when a man
broke the commandments of God and
he went to confession, what did confes-
sion do for that man? It told him that
be had broken the commandments of
God, it told him tLat this was the source
of his uneasiness and trouble, but it took
away the sin from his soul which was
the cause of the remorse. The priest in
the confessional told him to again enter
on the path of the observance of God’s
commandments, the priest raised his
hand for absolution and forgiveness, and
that raising of the band became the
signal for peace to enter that man’s soul,
and his soul, once filled with unhappi-
ness and remorse, was filled with hap-
piness, freed with the freedom where-
with Christ had muade him free. It migit
seem strange fo say that the peace
which came to a man from making his
confession was intensified by the fact that
he told hissins in sorrow. Sorrow that
came straight from the heart, sorrow
that was the resalt of realizing what an
injury was done to God, added an in-
tensity to peace which no words could
tell. To confess one’s sing necessarily
brought peace because it was the un-
loading of a heart crushed with a weight
it was never meant to bear, but the
confession of 8ins with sorrow was the
uplifting of the heart’s hopes and the
brightening of the soul’s prospects to
everlasting happiness. And while that
peace remained in the soul, while it
pervaded the soul and all its faculties,
it became, a8 it were, a barrier to futare
relapses. As long as peace remained in
the soul to the exclusion of sin, pas-
sions, and everything which they sug:
gosted lay conquered at its feet. After
confession a man might be tempted,
butthe shame of having to confess yet
another fall stimulated bim to fight a-
gainst it, and peace held sway in the
soul. A concomitaut of that peace was
the consciousness of having greater pow-
er with Heaven. 8in was the only thing
which made a man unfavourable in the
gight of Heaven—the only ohstacle to
his receiving the graces and benefits of
Almighty God, and when a man came
to confession bis sins were taken away,
the grace of God was infused into his
soul, and by that grace he became justi-
fied, and they knew that the prayer of
the just man availeth much before
Heaven, Bat not only did the confes-
sional bring peace to the individaal
soul, but it brought happiness to the
family. By the sacrament of Matrimony
a certain order and relation was esta-
blished between the seversl members
of a family 80 that the husband should
love the wife, that the wife ghould be
faithful to the husband, and tbat the
children should give due obedience and
respect to their parents. And as in the
cage of the individual goul, when the
order established between itself and
Almighty God was broken, there was
remorse and unhappiness, so also in the
family when this order was broken,
when the husband loved not the wife,
when the wife was unfaithful to the
husband, when the spiritual and tempo-
ral interests of the children were neglect-
ed, when the children themselves gave
not the due obedience and respect, then
the result was disorder and disunion.

When this order was infringed upon
then
the Husband and Wife Did Not Live

ag One,

but as two, and the children’s intersets
were not looked to, and the children,
seeing this, did not pay the cbedience
and honour due, the very idea which
Christ had in instituting this sacrament
of Matrimony was destroyed,the relations
were broken, and the fundamental prin-
ciples of family happiness and homs life
were shattered and gone. And how did
the confessional remedy this gtate of
affairs? Well, the husband went to
confession, and be told the priest that he
and his wife did not agree, and imme-
diately the priest seeks the cauge in
order to suggest the remedy. He con-
fessed that he was addicted to drink,
kept bad compauy, or was the subject of
abad temper, The priest will tell him that
that was the cause of his own unhappi-
Dess; he tells him that he is breaking
the order established by Almighty God,
and he'insists upon a solenm promise
for the immediate removal of that sin
which was ‘causing such unhappiness in
the home cifile, The man goes away,
and, if he follows the directiohs given

by him ftlie priest, then happiness and
reunion are the result of that confession.
Or it might be the wife who goes to con-
fession, and says that owing to her
husband’s faults and failings, she has
disregarded her own obligations—that,

driven to desperation by his habitual
intemperance, she has been wunfaithful
to him, has been- harsh, violent, and ill-
tempered with bim, and thys fanned the
flame of disunion and unhappiness. The
priest tells that woman that example was
better than precept, and that a kind word
often went long way with the most obdu-
rate.Bhie left the confessional-box, and if
she carried outthe instructions that had
been given herthen happiness followed.Or
it might be that the child,becanse of the
severity of the father, or the over-indal-

gence the mother,has resolved to stop the
one, and follow the bent of those inclina-
tions which bad been unconsciously nars-
ed by the mother. Bat thegrace of Godin-
spired him to go to confession and make
his peace with God.

He Kneels at the Feet the of Priest,

it might be in some far-off land, and he
tells the priest, like the prodigal of old,
that he bas gone far from his father’s
house, that he had sinned against
Heaven, that he had got into bad com-
pany, that he had brought sorrow to the
paternal home, that he had brought the
grey hairs before their time, and had
caused the deep furrows on the brows
yet young. He kneels before the priest,
who listens to the story with a sad and
anxious heart; he tells the child to re-
turn and beg his fatber’s forgiveness and
live for evermore as an' obedient and
dutifal son. So that the confessional
‘Was the means of reatoring happiness'to
the family because it insisted upon the
obligations and relations which G6d had
establishe.d being preservel. And as
there were relations of the soul to God
and between each member u: the family,
80 likewige society was built upon reld.
tions, God bad eetablished the riglits
and obligations and relations of each
man in svciety. To conatitute a good'
society they must have some potent
factor ruling the individual with a duly-
authorized power to insist upon those
obligations. Al human laws and penal-
ties tended to this end, but never sevured
it as efficiently and'well as the Catho-
lic confessional, There was that one
law of God and equity, “Thou shalt not
steal,” and see bow the Catholi¢ con-
fessional was the only true guardian of
that law, how it enforced with more
power than anything else that one man
should not steal what belonged to an-
other. A man went to confession and
told that be had stolen what belonged to
another. The priest found out the a-
mount or value of the property stolen,
and he told that man that he must
restore what he bhad stolen, and unless
he did so there was 1o forgiveness from
Almighty God. Ifthe same man weére
brought before a human tribunal he had
to stand and bear the penalty of the law,
and the man who had been robbed of-
tentimes did not receive a pennyworth
of restitution. Or, supposiug that the
law did not catch the thief at all, and
the thief was a Catholic and went to con.
fession, and confessed he had stolen, the
priest told him that although he escaped
the laws of the land, hie had not escaped
the laws of God, and that be must regtore
the amoant to the man he robbed, They
would see therefore that

the Confessiopal Went Farther Than Any

Human Law Could Gy,

and it regarded justice as not fulfiled if
there were not restitution. Ang this no
doubt accounted in a great meagure for
the growing practice of non.Catholic
masters and mistresses having none but
Catholics in their homes 28 servants, be-
cause they knew that if they were but
regular in their attendance at their du-
ties they must be honest ; 80 that the la-
bourer did not steal and the servant did
not pilfer. There was the cage of the
man who went to confession and accused
himself of baving said What was not
frue of his neighbour. He told
this to the man’s employer and as g con«
sequence the man was diemissed. What
did the confessional do in that cage ? It
made that man go back to the employer,
and tell him (the employer) that what
he told him before was unjust apd un-
true, that the man was a0 honest man,
or, in other words, he must swallow his
own lie, but, mhore, be mBst make up to

the man what he lost, and so if that

| Iblespings innumierable which the Sacred

J4n wWas earning 30s. a week and he had
been a month oyt of employment the
vitifier of his character would have to
restore the sum of £68, It was the con-
fessional that most effectively influenced
the Purity and Morality of 5 Nation.
Purity and morality in the mind of a
Catholic did not exist merely in external
decorum, but existed in the soul, The
Catholic confessional brought the man
face to face with the all boly God, and
told him that there are relations he can-
not tamper with. The Catholic confes.
sional trained the inward heart to purity
and morality, and caused to spring as an
effect from its cause that external beaun-
ty of purity with regard to himse!f and
others 8o that the Catholic confessional
was the bringer of peace totlie individual
soul, was the bringer of happiness to the
family, and the preserver of those princi-
ples which were necessary for the well-
being of society, because it insisted on
the rights, duties, and obligations of each
being preserved and fulfilled. In con-
clusion, he (the rev. preacher) asked
them to say a fervent prayer that the
grace of God might enlighten those out-
side the pale of the Catholic Church that
they might see the beauty of her teach-
ing, that they might see the truth of her
teaching, that they iuight see that a
power to forgive sins bad been granted
})y Chrigt to the Apostles, and the ex-
ercise of that power necessarily implied
self-accusation. Whilst they prayed for
others let them renew their faith in that
sacrament of God’s infinite mercy and,
realizing the greatness of that gift con-
ferred often, avail themselves ol the

{Heart of Jesus was only too willlng to
pour out to the souls of men by the Cath:
olic confessional.—Universe,

—a
Collapse of Vilatte,

{The ““O1d Catholie” Arehbishop Lefk Flock-
lesa ang Churehless—HIs Cathédrsl
at Gresn Bay 8o1d,

From Green Bay comes the news, long
‘expected, that “Archbishop” Vilatte-
“Primate of the Old Calbolic chureh in

his little flock have sought more con- |
igenial pastires.
Vilatte has lost his footing completely. |
. Hig Old Catholic cathedral in Green Bay,

' America, covered with' liens and mort-
gages, has beén sold. On last Friday,
‘the Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes, it was
bought by the Polish Catholics for $1,025.
'The building was blessed by Bighop
Messmer, assisted by the Catholic élergy,
‘on’ Washington's birthday, after which
it was turned over to Father Mal-
kowski, who will assume charge of the
congregation. Extensive improvements
are to be made in the church.

Not only has Vilatte been deprived of
his cathedral but his other church at
Duval, Kewauanee county, where he flirst
opened up, has been lost to him. The
few deluded Polish and Belgian followers,
who bave been supporting the Old Cath-
olic movement, have deserted him, he
couldn’t agree with Kozlowski, the
alleged Independent Polish Catholic
bishop in Chicago, and his whole move-
ment has collapsed. &

Vilatte is a French-Canadian, who
before coming to this conntry, underwent |
Bseveral religious transformationd in Ca-
nada. He was next heard from at St
Viateur's college, near Chicago, a8 a
“brother.”” He quit the Catbolic church
there, and falling in with the notorious
ex-priest Chiniquy, became s Presby-
terian minister, and preached for a
while in Green Bay., Then he became
a convert to Episcopalianism and was
given minor orders, he went to Switzer-
land and was ordained by Herzog, an
0ld Catholic bishop. .

Returning to this country, Vilatte dis-
agreed with bishop Grafton, Bishop
Brown's successor. We next hear of him
endeavoring to enter the Catholic chureh,
but his intentions were evidently net
sincere. We next hear of him negotiating
with a Greek schismatic in San Frap-
cisco,

The scene now shifts and Vilatte ap-
pears in Europe to join Dollingerism, but
he was too late as Dollinger bad just
been laid in his grave. Pere Hyacinthe
and the Gallican Church were next tried
without success, and then he went to

ithe primatial see of Old Catholicismin |

Asia where he claims to have been or-
dained Bishop by the Metropolitan of
Malabar, whose religion is a mixture of
Nestorianism and Buddbism, and who is
shunned by Catholic, Greek and Angli-
can clergymen. Whilst in Asia he

joined an independent Catholic move-

ment, similar to the Cleveland one, and

published a catechism bristling with -
seyeuty heresies according to the Catho-

lic Archbishop of Cotumbo. From Indis

to Antioch ig but a short step, and there

be was again consecrated an Archhishop

by the schismatic aletropelitan of An-

tioch,

Loaded down with these episcopal
houors Vilatte returned to America as
an “Old Catholic Archbishop.” Since he
bas been in America it hag leaked out
that the Malabar patrigrch did not
crdain bim because the price offered
was not sufficient.

Of Jate Vilatte has made his headquar-
ters at Duval, and more recently Green
Bay, where he built a church.

‘Wished to Die in the Faith of
His Fathers.

One of the foremost surgeons of Paris,
and for that matter the world, Dr. Pean;
has just died after having lived a Cathos
lie. The Liverpool Catholic Times says”
Dr. Pean gives usrthe expample of the
most remarkable surgeon of his' time, o¥
rather of any time, proclaiming his
Catholic convictions on his deathbed:
Canou Chormont, the priest who aseist
ed him in hig last moments, mentidned
this at the great surgeon’s open grave
the other day. Besides being a Christian
and a Cathiolic, Dr. Pean was a man of
large heart and open-hand ¢harity,:
While receiving fabunlous sams from the'
rich he would' operate on poor women'
for nothing, often bestowing on a patient-
of this kind the care of the tenderest
.burse, and leaving her a bank note be-

this sort o0 the morniug ofthe fivet com~
§mtm’ilm of his’ynnngeat»da’ugbber,-uyinﬁ

ito tlie Superior of the: Augustinian nuns’
of the Rue de la 8ante, where the operas.

F&i&uﬁﬂe‘ performed sn wet of charity of

{tion took place : “I1t will bring &' blessing
‘America,” has been left flockiess, church’ ['on my child.” 8ix doctors, who wery
less and landless. The mighty shepherd |ipassingthe night with him, were witness
thas'been deprived of his sheepfold and [of his last profession of his faith, One of

them said': “Our master shows himself &
great man to the Insl. » Sesinig his end’
‘draw near, Dr. Pean' said : “Fetch me
prieat; I wish to die inthe faith of my

ifathers.” After having received the last
‘Sacraments and bid farewell to his fami-
1y, he joined in the prayers for the dying
that were being said around hia bed.

His Jast words were:*“When one has

‘done one’s duty through life, one dies
 with the conviction of meeting one's own

in another world.”

-} -
English Catholics at the Kestora.
tion of the Hierarchy.

In a review of Mr. Wiltrid Ward's
*Life of Cardinal Wiseman” the “Stand-
ard” lays great stress on the fact that ag
the time of the réestablishment of the
Catholic Hierarchy in 1847 in this coun-
try there were two parties among
English Catholics—those who were in
favour ‘of it called “the Ultramontaue
party,” and those who disapproved of
it, designated by the “Standard” as g
class “who represented the cagse of
liberty and objected to having a foreign
yok®" more firmly rivetteq on their
shoulders.” The writer proceeds to Jdraw
8 comparison between these two parties
and the two partie then existing in the
Anglican Charch : “The old Roman
Catholica had gone on in their own way
for nearly two centuries ; they had got
used to it, and did not want to be dis-
turbed in it, and this was very much the
frame of mind of ffie grest ‘body of the
Anglican clergy when the Tractarian
movement first began.” Now the truth
i8 it was not fear of a foreign yoke that
made some English Catholics view the
re-establiskment of the Hierarchy with
trepidation ; it was fear of their Protes-
tant neighbours, fear of an outbreak of
persecation, perbaps of the stake. They
had suffered so muach in the past that
they were naturally timid about doing
anything that might rouse the sleeping
dog of Protestantism againgt them. The
write of the arlicle allows “that on prac-
tical grounds and with a view to the fu-
ture the Ultramontanes wers right,” a
sensible admiseion which every Catholic

will, of course, endorse.—Catholic Tiines.



