
232 THE CANADIAN SPECTATOR,
TORONTO AND ABOUT.

The death of the Flon. George Browvu bas fallenr upon us
like a pall, anti tbe city is filled witi a profound sorrowv. The
Hlags flying at lraif-rrrast iast Sabbatir told of tire decease of Carraia's
pet statesîrian, aird the nianchoiy succeetling tire kçnowviccge of bis
deatir xas feit by ail creeds, bothi rich and poor. Tire Ilin. George
Brown is dead, anti, like D'Arcy McGee, liras coure to tirat by the
banci of ani assassin, and like hinm aiso iris niae xviii lonrg be rcnrerrrn-
bered in Caîradiani history as the foreîrrost mran cf biis tiay ;- but, ail
honour to the tiead, iris day liras long sitrce passetl, ani the powver
he once wieidcd bati iot beeir iris long before tire people cf Canrada
changeti their Liberai Governmrcnit anti atiopteti tIre National 1'oiicy.

The suggestion of Mr. Langevin, supporteti by M\r. B3lake, to
thoroughiy survey the Toronrto harbotîr, is a suggestionr that siroulti bc
acted upon, as a Il harbour of refuge " se disgraceful. as that of Toronto
cari scarcely be coîrceiveci. Year aftcr year accumulationrs of santi and
lake stone fi nt a iotlgrrrert iîr botb tire entrances of tbe harbour, until
air elaborate systein of dredging is necessary cvery season, aurd that
constantly for tire entire sumnner. Tire Goverururient is dilatory in this
mnatter; at every session of the Ilotise tire question is broacieti, coin-
rnented upon, anrt passed over as a iratter of slight imrportance. This
cvii of an unsafe irarbour is so, patent to ail, anti is of suci long stand-
ing tirat the patience of the good citizens of Toronto is îrcariy worni
out; tire suggestion of Mr. Langevin, bowever-, secms to have p)ut new
life into tire drooping spirits of the people, aird lve are lookiîrg
forward xvitir nexv interest for the crection of substantial breakxvatcrs,
soirething, xc Irope, after the fashion cf those of Cleveland.

Tire questionr tirat appears to cirgross public attention miore than.
ail otirers imr Ontario at present is the future destiîry of Canada ; xve
are anxiousiy iooking ont for an able article in one of our înost influen-
tial jourrnais uponi tis subjeet. Truc, the Toronto .7dh:rérz publîsies
any amiount cf anoîrynrous communications upon the subject, tIre
ICanadiair Monthiy " occasionaiiy bias an article, or paper, uipon

limperial Fedleratiom, anti the Globe strcers at ail ;- but, as yet, nro paper,
weekiy or daiiy, lias atteunpted to, give any sort of advice or suggestion
upori the inratter xvorth a moîrient's consideration. 1 beard the IlPoli-
ticai Econorny Club" of Montreal discussed pretty freely the othier
morning, andc the suggestion xvas thrown out that suci a club be
inauigurated iir Toronto ; certainiy tire rrecessity for suci a club is very,
evident, for tire ignoranrce tlispiaycd by Torontonians iii discussing tire
National IPolicy, National Currency, Airnexation, Federation airt
Intiependence is soiretiring astonisiig. To read the XiVà/ia/ of this
city uponi the currcircy question, tire credulous mîust nccssariiy corne
te the conclusionr that ail that is mecessary to irrake tinries gooti is for
the Dominion Governiiient to issue sore twenty or thirty million
dollars cf irredeemnabie paper mronley anti tire biard timies hrave passed
away; if the tirries get biard agaiîr, let a fexv mrore million of dollars of
wortiriess palier be sent uponl the courtry-tbe timies are irrrproved.

Tire Onrtario Governmiienrt professes te befricîrd the enrigraîrt, anrd
for that purpose the cîrrigrant sheds xverecerecteti. In miy walks
tbrough treiri iateiy 1 couiti not ireip nrarveiling uponi tire disgustiîrg
appearaîrce cf the place, mn, woîn anrc childreîr bIstleti together-
iike tlogs, breatiig tho îrrost foetid atîrrosphere, Iying aird resting cil
the dirty floor in cvery posture cf discorrrfort. As 1 xvatched the
shivering mreir anti wretched women cooking their mecagre fare cf gruel
(the gift cf soîrre cbaritabiy disposeci individual>, 1 thougbt to nryseif
the Govcrrment niiht spcnd a few thousand dollars iii providing i
accommîrodiation for the poor people thecy have cîrticecl te tlieir cloors.
1 enquired cf a cowed Irisbman IlHow long bave you been bere ?" s
"A xvcck, scrr." IlCant you get work ?" IlNo, sorr, tbey are gcing te sind r
me aird nie xvife and txvc childrexî te Brantford tc-morrcw, sorr." And 1
se I fouiîd it, boxvever nmucb the Gcvernment cf Ontario may simooth t
the inatter over, tire eîrrigrants -are impcsed upen ; tbey are kept t
here in tire vain liope cf prccuring empîcyment, and are theni shifted p
te London, Sarnia, Brantford or axvay te Manitoba, as tbe case maY a
be, in tire fruitless searcb for xvork. I bave a man enîpioyed noxv wxhop
was te hrave, been sent eut cf the city in the vain effort te get some- t
thing te tIo. 0f course the Governî-nçnt cannot be supposedtefn t

w'ork for every labourer wdro cornes to the country, yet surely there
should be sonce sort of discrimpination uscd in enticing these men
bore andi paying wastefully thousands of fares in shifting emigrants frorn
towrr to tow n. 1 rathcr thurrk the good fariners of Ontario sc this
too, andi tlrey very stroirgly question tire xvisdomi of spcnding a first
airount of $5oo,ooo 011 Jarlianuent buildings wvhen the mioney could
bc emiployed to muici more advairtage.

'l'ie bricklayers of Toronto are talking of striking, the carpenters
andi 1)lasterers are aiso d isaffected, and presenitly there mnay be expected
a Iiveiy (?) time iii tire building trade of the city. 1 inquired of a
bricklaycr xvhy ie iîrtcndcd to strikc ; biis answer \vas, that as the
Parliaient buildings xvere to commence inrmniediatciy the dcmiand for
labour would wvarranrt a strike. I informiec hiim h is services xvould not
be rcquircd for fourteeni nontlis yet. Tire prrospects of building iii
Toronto at present are duil, andtihoxv these uren can be so foolhiardy
as to think of striking now is astonislring.

Toronto arclritccts are generally incenscd over tIre condition
attaclrcd to tire comipetition of tire proposed nexv Iarlianient buildings.
Seventeen of tire profession met last Thursday to discuss tire inerits of
tire suggrestionrs to arclritccts anrd tire conditions an nexed thereto.
Tîmere is to bc a prcni~ni given to tire selected best design Of $2000,
tire second preiniunr is to be $ i,ooo, anti the thirci $500, after xvbich
tire Goverunrienit, or Mr. ],raser rather, proposes to purcliase any other
subnitted dcsigni for $4oo. The preiniums in nio case to be paid un-
less tire clesigîri bc upl to tire standard, tire cost of tire building not to
exceeci $5oo,ooo exclusive of fcncing and inrprovemients to tire grounds.
By tis arrangemrrent it is p)ossible for Mr. Fraser, îvho is tire sole judge,
to discard ail designrs fron rceiving premiinrs, andti nay purchase the.
best plani, wlrîcci pos:sibly nighÏIt excecd tire $5oo,ooo, for $400. Again
the Goveriminent proposes to inake the architeets tender on the
superîîrteîrdence of the building and if an architcct's percentage is
irot iowv emrough he miay irot bave the overseeitg of bis work. Mr.
Frascr's pamphliet of inrstructionr enabies hirn to procure forty or fifty
designs froin the Icading architeets of tbe Dominion andi the States, and
as lire is tire soie judtge, lire inay reject ai cf thireu, fromn which lie can
select the best for $400 and give tcie superintendence of the sanie to
tire goverirrient architect. TIhe planrs are to bc sent imr by the first of
Augu11st ; tire architeets dccidediy objectcd to, this, and requesteci that
the timrie be extended to -he first of Deceîrrber there xviii be tinre
eirougi tien to receive estirîrates before Parliainent rrrcets. The
resolutions adopte(l by tire nreeting of architccts are about as foliowvs

TIiat a iiforml rate cf 5 per, centl. orr the outlay bc adoptcd by ail the
arcitects conrpeting.

'l'lat tire selected conrpetilor shahl urrdoubtedly have tire superinteirdence
of tire works.

That tire tinre for subnriittiîrg designrs ire extended to the first of December.
Tirhat perspective drarvings rrray be shaded (the conditions proibit shading

or colouring to tire clevations, perspective, or georrîctrîcal).
Tirat a coJ)y of tirese resolutions bc sent to ail the architects irr tire pro-

vinrce and Moîrtreal for tlren to sign arrd return to Toronto, xvbiclr together
with a list of 'Toronrto arciritects shahl be forxvarded to Mr. Fraser for bis
oudne()

1 do riot expect Mr. Fraser xvili pay a great deal of attention to
these resolutiorîs ; but if lie docs see fit to exteirt the time, I fancy
tlre chances irr favour of tire rorr-erectioîr of tire buildings xviii be
consitlcrably incrcascd, as tirere is a tlecitied feeling aigainst the
,rectionr of the sanrre tirrougiorît tire province. It is to be hoped,
herefore, for the sake of Ontario, that tire tinre xviii be extended.

1 Ioxv cores it that tire Il Chronicie " of Quebec is se ill-inforîrred
ni Ontario nratters ? Speaking of enrigration andi population it says
it is no woncier Ontario is treblilig its population and making material

trides in prosprerîty, xvhile the province of Quebec stanîds stili or
etrogades and literally alioxvs the golden opportunity to slip through
rer very fingers." It xviii be nexvs for Ontario to learn ,that she is
rebling ber population. I sbouid like to know xvhec this appears tO
lie best advantage, for froin Ottawva to Sarnia tbe population lias
îcsitively been at a stand stili for. sorne years back ; there is scarceiy

village in Western Ontario that bas made any increase witbin the
îast five years, and as for trebiing lirer population tirrough einigration
hat idea is too far fetcheti except for anytiiing beyond the coiumnls of
lic " Clironicle," Qitecil ('il)I
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