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’ALLEGORICAL TRADITIONS O THE
' © ORIGIN OF MEN.

At a certain time, a great Manito came on
earth, and took a wife of men. She had four
sons at a birth, and died in ushering them into
the world. The first was Manobozho, who is
_the friend of the human race. The second Chi-
biabos, who has the care of the dead and pre-
sides over the country of souls. The thira Wa.
basso, who, as soon as he saw light, fled to the
North, where he was changed into a white rab-
_bit, and, under that form, is considered as a
_great spirit. The fourth was Chokanipol, or the
man of flint, or the fire-stone,
The first thing Manobozho did, when he grew
up, was to_go to war against Chokanipok, whom
€ accused of -his mother's
.death. - The contests betwcen
them were frightful and long
.continued, and -wherever - they
~had a combat the face of na-
“ture--still shows signs of "it.
. Fragments were cut -from. his
‘flesh, which were transformed -
.into stones, and he finally de-
isttoyed Chokanipok by tearing
.out: his- entrails, which were
‘ohanged into- vines. All the
»flint stones'scattered.over "the
searth were produced ‘in this
«way, and’ they supplied men
. with the principle of fire.
‘Manabozho was the author
-of arts and improvements. He
Ostaught- men how - to make
cagakwuts (axes), Jances, and
arrow-points, and all imple-
‘“ments of bone and stone, and
-~also how to make snares, and
~traps, and nets, to take ani-
;:mals, and ‘birds, and fishes.
.-He and his brother Chibiabos
:lived retired, and were very
:.intimate, planning things for
. the good of men, and were of
superior and surpassing pow-
. ers of mind and bedy.
The Manitos who livein the
- ajr, the earth, and the water,
- became jealous of their great
-power and conspired- against
+them. -Manahozho had warn-
~ed his- brother against their
+machinations,- and cautioned
-'him not to separate himself from lm side, but
~one day Chibiabos ventured alone.on one of the
zy.Great Lakes.. It was winter, and the whole sur-
TMace was:covered with ice.
‘+reached the centre the malicious Manitos broke
-'the ice and plunged-him to the bottom, where
s they hid his bedy.
<+ 'Manabozho wailed along 1he shores. He
- waged a war against'all the Manitos, and pre-
"~ :cipitated numbers of them to the deepest abyss.
“#'He called on the dead body of his vrother. He
‘#“put the whole country in'dread-by his lamenta-
-tions. He then besmeared his face with black,
~and sat déwn six years to lament, uttering -the
~~name ~of -Chibiabos. - The Manitos consulted
what'to do to appease his melancholy and- ‘his
‘wrath \ The oldest and wisest of them, who had
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As coon as he had

had no hand in the death of Chibiabos, offered

to undertake the task of reconciliation. They
built a sacred lodge close to that ot Manabozho,
and prepared a sumptuous feast. They procur-
ed the most delicious tobacco and filled a pipe.
They then assembled in order, one behind the
other, and each carrying under his arm a sack
formed of the skin of some favorite animal, as a
beaver, an otter, or a lynx, and filled with pre-
cious and curious medicines culled from all
plants, These they exhibited, and invited him
to the feast with pleasing words and ceremonies.
He immediately raisced his head, uncovered it,
and washed off his mourning colors and be-
smearments, and then followed them. When
they had reached the lodge, they ofiered him a

A SETTLER ATTACKED BY NATIVES.

cup of ligquor prepared from  the choicest medi-
cines, as,at once, a propitiation, and an initiative

fite. He drank it at a single draught. He
found his melancholy departed and felt the most
inspiring effects. They then commenced their
dances and songs, united with various ceremon-
ies. Some shook their bags at him, as a token
of skill. Some exhibited the skins of birds filled
with smaller birds, which, by some art, would
hop out of the throat of the bag. Others show-
ed curious tricks with their drums. All danced,
all sang, all acted with the utmost gravity, and
enrnestness}gf_ggsttxl'es'; Dbut with exactness of
time, motion and voice.” Manabozho was cured,
he ate, danced, sung, and smoked the' sacred
pipe. In this mannerthe mysteries of the Grand
Medxcme dance were introduged,

The before recreant Manitoes united all their

powers, to bring Chibiabos to life. They did so,
and brought him to life, but it was forbidden
him to enter thelodge. They gave him, through
a chink, a burning coal, and told him to go and
preside over the country of souls and reign over
the land of the dead. They bid him with the
coal to kindle a five for his aunts and uncles, a
term by which is meant all men who should die
thereafter, and make thein happy, and let it ‘be
an everlasting fire.

Manabozho went to the Great Spmt after
thescthings, Ide then descended to the earth,
and confirmed the mysteries of the medicine-
dance, and supplied all he initiated with medi-
cine for the cure of all diseases. It is to him that

we owe the growth of all the
medical roots, and antidotes to
every disease and poison. He
" commits the growth of these
to Misukumigakwa, or the
mothezr of the earth, to whom
he makes offerings.
. Manabozho traverses the
whole earth. He is the friend
of man,  THe killed the an-
cient monsters whose bones
wejnow see under the earth:
and cleared the streams and
forests of many obstructions
which the Bad Spirit had put
there, to fit them for our . resi-
..dence. Tle has placed four
good Spirits at the four car-
dinal points, to which we
point in our ceremonies, The
Spirit at the North gives snow
and ice, to enable men to pur-
sue game aud fish. The Spir-
it of the South gives melons,
maize, .and tobacco. The
Spirit of the West gives rain,
and the Spirit of the East,
light ; and he commands the
sun to make his daily walks
round the earth. Thunder is
the voice of these Spirits, to
whom we offer the smoke of
sa-man (tobacco.)
Manabozho, it is believed,
yet lives on an immense flake
of ice in” thé Arctic Ocean.
We fear the white race will
some day discover his retreat
and drive him off. Then thé end of the world is
at hand, for as soon as he puts his feet on the
eartli again, it will take fire, and every hvmg
cxe'llmP pcnah in the flames.

Peter Ga;-]ow, of the Indian reservation de-
livered the first new wheat of the season in
Brantford on Saturday.

All the wood yards in Montana, on the Mis-’
souri, are now conttolled by Indians, and the
price ol wood has been fixed for $3 per cord for
cottonwood and $4 for ash, and cash must be
paid. Any captain who attempts to get wood
for less than these figures, or who stands the
Abongmes off, is reported. No white man is al-
lowed to cut and sell. WOad on the ragdtvation,



