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THE IONIC VOLUTE. SO'M4
Discussing this question at a meeting of the

R. 1. B. A , Dr. F. C. Penrose said the origin of the
volute had been sought for in Assyria, Eqypt, and Under ihis 1elsewhere. He derived it from Greece itself, as the Dundee Instinscheme he would explain enabled the exact figure of recent inaugui
any true Greek example to be reproduced. In archaic tered the prof
Greek work, and particularly in the decorations of the making moneyMycenean peniod, one constantly found the form of borp ideas ofscroll mn which every convolution of the spiral followed being disillusithe first at equal intervals. This decorative scroll had involved muctno doubt been formed mechanically, as could easily be such as shouldone by unwindimg a string from a cylinder, forming a prentice's firs1figure known as the involute of the circle. The should be evequestion presented itself, How could a spiral having time, for defithe character of the ammonite be produced ? If the sulted in failoperator drew upon wood-or some other suitable displaying thimaterial -the involute scroll, such as he had been and it seemed
accustomed to, and bv shallow carving or otherwise an architect's
raised the edges a little so as to form a helix and acquire themallow a string to be wound around those edges, and present-day s3
then unwound over a flat surface having a marker at recreation the
the extremity of the string, he would produce the ex- this stage of
panding spiral he was in search of. It did not give to study, and
correctly the figure of the ammonite, but it had all the profession to
requisites of proportionat expansion and perfect vari- their disposal.
ation of curvature at every point, and coincided per- architect shou
fectly with Greek volutes: centre, and tl

The author gave two examples from Ephesus-the When he sugfirst from the archaie temple of Diana. In all later ibean that th<examples known to the author the two central convol- good opportu
utions of the spiral, or nearly so, were interrupted and He advised e%concealed by the circle which formed the eye of the ledge of matevolute. In this case, however, the curve which would in his professi
be evolved from the helix was allowed to extend from
the central origin of the volute up to its junction with - London
the abacus. By drawing a straight line through the t.,ked the a"
central origin to the circumference on both sides, a is of the tnirtee,

tnIr'litinn could be made to find a helix on the ;n, have become fin


