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dreas gooda are still selling wcIll Darnaks and househoid
linen keep somewhat duIL The handkerchief trade is im-
proving. Bleached and finished linens are aelling moder-
ateiy on home account ait hardening vaiues.-Drapers Record.

The Dry Goods Economist, referring to what it ob-
serves in New York, remarks as foiiows: "Neyer ini the his-
tory of the worid has there been a time when it was s0 easy
for the average woman to bc well dressed, and neyer, it
would seem, have the average women been able to spend se
mnuch money upon their clothes. They pile it on. At every
public gathering, whether it be the theatre, the restaurant
or only the public promenade at the shopping hoeur, there
are to be seen women arrayed ini furs and velvets which, a
few short years ago, would have been only obtainable b>'
the millionaires, The same tendency to cal1 for reau>' good
goods is ait work ln Canada.

-It is estimated by the MaioaDepartmnent of Agri-
culture that the total production of ail grains in that, pro-
vince during the year 1903 was 82,576,5i9 bushrls. As coiii-
pared with the year previous, î9oz, this seasonl's crop shows
a faliing off in the total production of 17,475,824 busheis, by
fair the larger portion of which is iladc up1 byn wheat alld
flax. The total yield of each cvreal i> stated as fioliow,,
Wheat, 40,116,878; oats, 33,035,774; hirey ,î(07,25;fav

564,440; ryt, 4,900, peats, 3,154 Total, 82,57b,519.

-The article in our issue of Novembe)tr 27111, uponl
"*Boiler Inspection," seemas to have beeCn read unider a luis-
apprehiension, so far as the United Factories arc concerned].
It was ver>' fair fromn our intention to suggest that this comn-
pany hiad been negligent in the care taken of their boliers;
or that they had not comiplied with the iaw in the fullest
.ýûnse, Th'li bolier which expioded had been reguilariy looked
alter and examnined, snd, as il happened, hiad beent iispected
onily a ftw weeks before the disaster, and been pronlouniced
safe by an expecrt. hl la worthly of nlote, 100, thiat the en-
quiry, heid after th e accident, brou gh t ou th e att that, so
cover anly reason for an explosion,

-An, increase of betweeni six and 'ýevve pe'r cent. is
ihon lu leveni months of this yvar, as compared with same

perIiod( last year, il, shipmnîs of coal f rom the Cape Bre-
tont coliierics. 'lhli total for this year was 3,253,448 tons,,
4ndif for iat ycar, 1,0-410W8 touts- The Domlinionl Coai Coln-
panttY's shiPmlcnts wyert t,0,9 ons, as coiiipared with
7,704,360 tonls for the corresponding period in 1902, a sliiht>
decrease, The Nova Scotia Stei and Cosi Company, for

thsc levenl mthl)"s i 1903 shipped 429,989 tons, as corn-
pared with 237,929 tons5 for 1902,, an incresse of 192.<o6 tons,
Tht Port Hu(od Coai Comripaniy shows ain increase fl its
shipinint for this period o! 34,715 tons, tht amounit bting
70,5ý40 ton, cnmpaired with 35,825 ltins foir the Preyiouý
y .'ar Tht" J'i Invcrniess Railway and Coal Compan>' shipped
for eieven onh 149,528 tons, an incres of 85,656 tons
.)ver 10,when the sipn)iieits were 63,872 tons.

l3y ai, ore-i-onlo the Dominion Governiment, the
foliowing cluelas beeni added to tht eniacttient conicerui-
ing Oir ýurt;ix on godironi Gemn:"Such surtax shall
aiso apply tu aniy article iimportro irito tCa.nada, wheui tht
chief value of tht article wvas prodiuced ia Germany, al-
thotigh it mia> have beeni imnproved or advanced in value by
the ishor of anotlher country; ujotwvitîhsanding the provisions
of the British preferential tariff and regulations thereunder.
Ia determining whether or not an>' article imnported intro
Canada, which has been produced, improved or advanced
ini value b>' the labor of any country other than Gc-tnsay,
is subject te the surtax b>' resson of a portion of tht value
lhereof hiaving been produeed in Gerinany, the fair market
value of the article or materlal grown or produced or msanu-
fictured in German>', which has étiered inte the manufac-
ture of the article imported into Canada, shall be held te be
the value produced in Gernisny, within the meaning o! the,
tariff act ruspecting the surtax.,"

-The powtr-plant of the St. Louis Exposition "ii, le
laÎ saîd, inelude a 3,000 horse-power gas englue from Bel-
gium, tht largest gas engîne in service. The World's Fair
power-plant wlil embrace mort than 40,000 horse-power,
"but b>' fair the most inttresting feature of this power-plant
te Americans," says Tht 'Scientifit American, "must bt the
gas engine dîsplay."

-Mr. P. B. Bail, this country's commercial agent in
l3irmingham, England, writes te tht Canadian Manufacturer%'
Association pointing out that British colliery owners ait the
present time import each year something like 2,000,000 tons
of pît props from varlous parts of the continent of Europe,
and urges tht possibilities of this trade for Canadian lumber-;
men. The same officer has made arrangements for sending
tu this country some 200-pound samples of Welsh coal. They
will be breught across tht ocean fre by tht Canadian
Pacîfic steamers. Toronto manufacturera are manifesting
considerable interest in the question, as to how this coal wll
be fourni ta compare in stesm qualities, etc., with the Ameni-
can and Cape Breton articles.

Some days ago il was stated in a letter written by
Phillips Thompson, a socialist, an emplayet of the Domin-
ion Governiment, and an apparent sympathizer with tht at-
temipîs o! labor leaders ta manage tht labor mnarket te suit
t1iviuimelves, b>' fair means or fouI, that a thousand men,
lab1orera and artisans, were, upon a certain day this mentis,
Walking the streets of Toronto, unable te get employment,
a,îd that manlw v o! themn were destitute, -We pronounce the
statemnt uintrue, and an injur>' to Canada, which cannot
beý 100 widely centradîcted. National soclety'managers tell
lis that there is far less destitution at this time in Toronto
than at simiilar times of former years. And the kind of per-
sýons %%ho profesa to bt unabie te find work are 'those who
will not take work offered them, but insist on getting thse

esetisort of "veivet" empioyment that suits them. This
r-eckle-ss atatement of a flighty mnan has, we are toid, been
co)ntrad1-ieed b>' table.

A\t tht annual meeting of the tannera' section of the
Toronto Board ot Trade, field this week, the foilowing of-
ficers, were elected :-Chairaian, J. C. Breithaupt, BerlÎi
vice-chairman, R. M. Beal, Lindsay; executive commiittee
W. 1). Beardmnore, George C. H. Long, A. R. Clarke, F. T.
Davilie, G. P. Beal; Inspection and Arbitration Committet,
C. J. Miller, L. T. Breithaupt, W. D). Beardmore, S. R.
W\ig-kett and George McQuay; Transportation Committet,
1_ J . B1reithaulp, C. G. Marlatt, S. R. Wlckett, W. D.
Býeardmore, Geo. C. il. Long aud R. M. Beal. The retir-
itig chairmian, Mr. Daville, made a few rernarks lu which lit
stated that tht commercial situation during tht year had
been good, thouigh, in the mnalter ef profits, tht high prîces
paîd for hides and aknam tht uncertaint>' af tht labor
supply hiad pvnedthe, tannera from being especiahi>'

beeiein apiteo thu faet that Iheir plants had been run
to their fuil capacity, and tht demand for leather had been
active.

CLEARING HOUSE FIGURES.

The foliaowlng are tht figures for Canadian Clearing House for
the week ended wlth Thursdsy. December 18th, 1903. compsred with
tises ef thse prevlous week:

Citiem Pet. ,t.ic. fc.xn, o

Monîreal .................
Toronto .................
Wlinnipeg ............... ..
Halifax . ý.................
Hamilton......... ...
St. John..... ...
Vancouver
Victoria.........
Quebet.........
Gî#awa.................

15.864,281
0,024,337
1,86?.352
1,234,121

9n9,414
1,258,724

1,374,629
2,894,563

884,324

21.822,222
17,875 802

6,919,676
2,133973
1,213,503
1,073,950
1,377,046

630.75,5
1,569,016

886.q70

$53 979,527 $ý57,694.615


