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EocLEsmsmo?ﬁ. CALENDAR,

JANUARY~1865.

Friday, 70—S8S. Fabien and Sebastian M. M.
Satorday, 21— St. Agaes V. M.

Sunday, 22-—-Third after Epiphany.
Monday, 23~Espousal of B, M. Manv.
Puesday, 24 —St. Timothy, 8. M.
Wednesday, 25 ~Conversion of St. Paul,
. Thursday, 26 —8t. Polycarp, B, M,

The “ Forty Hours” Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament will commence as follows :—

Friday, 20 —8t. Andrews.

Sunday, 22 —Maternity Convent, Montrea):
Tuesday, 24 —St. Timothy.

Tharsdsy, 26 —Conversion of St. Paul,”

NEWS OF THE WEEK

"The great event of the week, of the year, of
the present century, has been the appearance ot
the long expected Encyclical of the Holy Fa-
ther. Atlast it has been given to the world, and
all Protestantdom 1s aghast. Tts press knows
not what to make of 1t, The Saturday Re-
anew and the Telegraph have seen it, and seeng
they bave cursed and trembled. The T9rmes bas
uttered its voice, lifting up its hands on bigh, in
amazement at the audacity of the writer, and m

_ deprecation of his out-spoken hostility to * pro-
gress, hiberalism, and the spint of the age”—for
so runs the formula of the nineteenth century
cant. A voice has indeed gone forth which will
resound to the uttermost parts of the earth;
which will wrnitate yet mére the bell-born pro-
geny of the revolution, but which speaks words
of comfort to the children of the light, and m-
spires their hearts with fresh courage. Never
since the days of Flildebrand of blessed and glo-
rious memory, has Pope assumed a firmer tone to-
wards the powers of darkness ; never has the Holy
See more plainly asserted its heaven-derived and
inzlienable authority over all peoples and over
all princes, over a'l nations and over all thrones,
than it has to-day, when to the eyes of impicus
men, 1t appears as f Pope and Papacy were tot-
teniog to their fall.  No wonder then that the
audacity of the Pontiff who thus speaks, not to
sue for mercy but to command, not to deprecate

- the wrath of his enemies, and the epemies of bhis
Divine Master, hut to rebuke them, but toex-
bort them to repenlance, is 2 moral phenomenon
as offensive as 1t is incomprehensible to those
who believe 10 the electric telegraph, and in the
steam engine, and in guano, and in brute force
generally ; but who believe in ‘nothing else in par-
ticular, unless it be i Turning Tables, and in
hounsehold furmiture miraculously, not to sry de-
vilishly, endowed with superbuman intelligence,
and propketic insight. _

The chief event of political importance in the
Britsh Islands bas been the great meeting in
Dublin at the Rotunda, undef- the auspices of
his Grace the Archbishop of Dublin, most of the
Prelates of the Insh Church, and of alarge and
mﬂuentml body of thelaity. The object of the
meeting was to organise a political association
for the securing by constitutional means, a re-
form in the laws aflecting the tenure of laud,
the abolition of the Parliamentary Church Es-
tablishment, and the recogpition ot freedom of
education. All passed off quietly, in spite of
an attempt by the Orangemen and the Femans—
(2 well matched pair, and both inspired with a
bitter hated of the Catholic Church)—to create
a‘'row.

.. There is nothing new to report concerning
mlhtary operations in the States. Peace rumors

" are agam rife, and are acquiring a semblance of

: consrstency The ostensible terms are said to

= he these : The South to lay down its arms, and

"1 10 be re-ndmrtted tothe Union vpon its former

footmg——mmus slavery. That the South, after
ats herose efforts, ard with its ‘cause by no means

. desperate, will accept those conditions is doubt-

- ful::. Vet stranger things have come to pass ; and
we shoulu not be surprised to see Northand South
‘once more. leagued together on a private under-

_ standrng that the former shall apnex the British
- North; Amerlcan Provinces, and’ shall then give

s 2id to’ the South to expel the, French from

Mexlco, and;to, annex. ihe laiter to the Sourthern

sectron ‘o ‘the"great repubhc, as a set off.to the
increas .. poli .influence 1 “the (‘ongresq

L that the annexahon of " the ‘Brifish Provinces will

‘ cgnfer upou the: Northern sectron. " The, hostihty

~nf the Northern States to Great Brrtam is of

matenals o
South ‘has. naturally aroused in"the lafter.an ino-
-1 tense hatred- of; and contempt “for- Eng!and.—-—

as, i
{ all- klnds Tor - the, conqnest .of -the

This commun:ty of batred may goal great way

Yo induce the Southcrners to accept a peace

which will enable both North- and : ‘South to in-
dulge their common desire of vengeacce. upona
power which they regard as their common
enemy.,

The Federal Senate, by a large majority, has
agreed to give the stpulated twelve montbs notice
of the repeal of the Reciprocaty Treaty. It seems
that Great Britain, following wn this the lead of
tbe Northern States, is about to place a npaval
force on the Liakes, uoder the command ol Capt,
Sherrard Osbarne.

Judge Smith bas postponed till the 10th of
next month the consideration of the case of the
St. Alban Raiders, m order to give the latter
time and opportusity te procure from Richmond
proof of their alleged status as duly commissioned

officers 1n the Army of the Confederate States,

The Journal de Quebec asks the question:—

“ Marriage and Divorce, ought they, doivent ils, to
be the attributes of the federal parliament, or of the
local legislature P

We reply * of neither * since the Journal de
Quebec raises the question of right, “ onght
they to be 7 By right, according lo the strict
idea of devoir, neither local nor central legisla-
ture. can claim either marriage or divorce
amongst its at'ributes ; and if either of the above-

pamed bodies legislate thereupon, it is 2pso Hfacto
guilty of an act of usurpation against the Church,
and a blasphemoos assumption ot the attributes
of God Himself.

Ia so far as “divoree” 1s concerned, no

tribunal upoa earth has, or ever can have the
right or power to granta divorce ; and though
we, Catholics, being 10 a minority may not be
able in our actual social and poltical condition
to prevent the aggressions- of the civil magis-
trate upon the law of Christ, yet should we be
always most careful never, either directly or in-
directly, to appear evenas sanctiomng those ag-
gressions : never should we refraia irom shouting
m his ears ¢f One with one, and for ever; whom
God bath joined together, let not man put asun-
der.”
With respect to “ marriage™ the Church has
spoken by the Fathers of the great Tridentine
Council, Marrage considered per s 1s the attsi-
bute of the Chuch, exclusively ; the civil aca-
dents that thence may accrue,but these alone, form
the legitimate subject of civil legi¢glation. To
which then—to the central or to the local legisla-
ture—should the power ot legislation upon these
civil accidents, be accarded ? This in its last ana-
lysis is the only question that Cathohies can conde-
scend {o discuss 3 and it is one on which we would
respectfully ofler a few remarks to the Journal
de Quebec—remarks which we assure our con-
temporary are dictated by no captious spirit,

According to the programme of Uniop, agreed
to by the Quebec Conference, « property and
awil nghts” are to be the legitimate attributes
of the jocal goveinments, not of the central gov-
ernment.

But, as in his isaue of the 12th, the Journal de
Quebec eloquently and conclusively argues, mar-
riage, on which depends the Famly, is itselt the
% social formula®™—(/a foronale sociale)~—without
whick neither property, nor civil rights to pro-
perty can exist:—

¢ Tt—marriage—is to property what fotm i3 to
bodies ; * without the one, the other canaot exist,”

If then * property, and civil rights to pro-
perty,” be so inseparably connected with mar-
riage, that one canant exist without the other;
aod if ¢ property and civil rights” are indeed to
be the attrtbutes of- the local, not of the ceatral
legislature, 1t follows as a logical consequence,
that masriage—(or 1ather the civil aceidents ac-
crutog from marriage, in 50 far as these belong
at all to the domain of the civil magistrate)—
must be classed amongst the pecuhar attri-
butes of the local legislatore ; otherwise #* pro-
perty and civil rights” would be made over
to the central legisiature as the attributes of the
latter, since all property and civil rights have
their basis i marriage, and are the civd ac-
cideuats theace accruing.

We respectfully submit these our opinions to
the Journal de Quebec, as opmions which to us
seem Lo be in accord with the dogmatic teach-
ings of the Church upon the questicns of # Mar-
riage and Divorce ;” and to be the logical se-
quence of the principle lasd down by the Quebee
delegates, to wit — That “* Property and Civil
Rights” are to be amongst the subject maiters of
lacal legislation.

Aund i striking confirination of our opinions, we
find it stated in the Coirrier du Canada of the
11th, that seven Catholic members.of the Que-
bec Conference protéstéd against the a‘sumption
of the Protestant. delegates, to decree “ statuer”
on this matter—z e., mamaae +any the Caurrur-
contrnues — : :

- Cnnnnced the.t o authonse dlvorce is to dtag
it -

* (For tns.auce, the ‘sonl i s the form of the mnn )

| e

Jaw, sha) right of-ru!.mg'thre matter. <

-+ | done.80.would;.in principle; iave: hoen.e. recogmtloo.
; ot‘ the’ legtumaey of dlvorce P Courri e

‘delegated to it.

“tion;: hiey could. make :no councession;

Now”a
]egltlmaey of dworce, whether we recognlse the
rtght ‘of legtslntlng upon the’ matter ‘a8 residing i in

the sarge ; and as thisisa queshon upon ‘which * no
concessron” can be made by. the. Calhohu, since
by so domg he would, in- principle, recoguise the
right of 4’ civil tribdcal—(either the eentral or
the local legsslature, ‘in priaciple it matters nat
one straw_which}—to legalise divorce, it follows
togically'thbat neitber in the central nor i the
local legislature, ought of right the attribute of
fegislating upon the matter of divorce to be re-
cogmséd, ‘If this Were 8 question upon which
we could make concessions, we might discuss it
simply as a question of expediency. * Whether
15 1t more ezpedient to assiga the function of
legislation upon divorce to the central or to the
loca! legistature ? But it is a question of prin-
etple, not of expediency ; a question upon which
as the Courrier du Canada well observes, * no
concession, AUCUNE CONCESSION,” can be made
either to central, or to local government, as
thereby Catholics would recognise, in principle
the possible legitimacy of divorce ; and in so far
as this principle is coocerned, 1t is quite as much
violated by recognising divorce as one of the at-
tributes of the central legsiature, as it would be
by recoguising 1t as an attribute of the local le-
gislatures. If principle bids us to refuse it to
the one, principle, Catholic principle, no less
bids us to refuse it stersly, inexorably to the
other ; and therefore upon the principles laid
down by the Courrier du Canada, we mam-
taic that neither in central nor i local legisla-
ture should Catholics recognise, or even seem to
recoguise any right to legislate upon divorce.—
Their duty seems to us to be this : To place on
record their unanunous, even 1f ineffectual, pro-
test against the assumptions of 2 Protestant ma-
jorily. Again we repeat it, ad nauseam, if you
will—this is a question not of expediency upon
whick it is permitted to yield, but a question of
princinle upon which “ po concession, AUCUNE
CONCESBION,” can be made ; and it is quite as
immoral, fully as base a denegation of principle,
to recognise the right of the central legislature
to legislate upon, and therefore legalise, divorce,
as it would be to recognise a similar right as
existing 1a any ope of the local Jegisiatures.
The argument of the Courzier du Canada
against any sueb recognition in either case, on
the part of Catholics, 15 unanswerable, and abso-
lutely conclusive.

The Minerve will we trust allow uslo makea
few comments vpon a passage which appeared in
its columas, the other day, and 10 which our con-
temporary spoke of usas opposed to Confedera~
tion. This 18 not strictly true. We are not
opposed to Confederation, aithough we do not
approve of (he details of the plan of the Uniou of
the B. N. A. Colopies, adopted by the Quebec
delegates, If 1ndeed we approved of the pro-
gramme by them drawa up, we might well be
saiil ¢ to be opposed to Confederation,—Dbecause
in that programme from first to last, the idea, or
fundamental priociple of Confederation is ignored
and set at naught. Our objection to it is this:—
pot that it contains a plan of Confederation, but
io that it does not contain tf, in that instead of a
Confederation it proposes to us a system of
Unien the very opposite, or contradictory of
Coafederation. The very esseace, the condition
sine qua #on of any concervable Confederation
is this :—That the States parties thereunto, are
Sorvereign and mdependent ; and that the Ceatra]
Government is their creature or 2gent exercising
cerlain well defined powers by them especially
Wiiether such a system of
government is geod or evil? 15 2 question which
we care not at present to discuss,
may be said in its favor: that its adoption by
tbe \hirteen Colonies of North America enabled
them to lire together w peace aud harmany for
many years,and postponed the inevitable eivil
war now 1aging, for three gquarters of a century ,
and that had they adopted a more Inghly cen-
tralised form of Union such as that whieh it is
proposed to confer on the B. N. Amencan Pro-
vinces, they would bave been cutting one an-
other’s throats before the close of the first half
ceatury of their national existeace. The longe-
vity of the American Union was due entirely to
its non-centrahsrno' or Federal character.

The Minervs séems also to mistake the extent

Quebec scheme of Union. We see with sorrow
the difficulty of car position. We recognise
that during 1864 Lower Canada bas lost ground
fearfuily, and that Mr. George Brown and his
Clear Grit friends have got ahogether the whip.
hand of ns, We are not where, or what we
were, a year ago. The enemy is in possession
of all the outworks, and threntens speedily to es-
tablish himsell in the citadel itself,  We have
been worsted,—and Mr. George Brown. 13 so

| far -triumphant and our waster, that orudenoe
diclates to us the expedrency of “entering into |

negotutlons wxlh the enemy—ano smce we must

the. central orin the loea. legtslatnre, is precisely | -

This much |

as well as the object of our opposition to the.

we still thmk tbat by a unlted and a’ vrgorous el'-
forl, less ruinous ' conditions of cnp:tulatlon mrght
be obtamed ; and that’ lhough we must march
out of the place, we shnuld at ‘least. contend ‘for
tke ordinary honors of war, ~ This is the sc0pe,
or the extent of our opposition, for’ we scarce be-
hieve it possible for Lower Candda eVer‘agam to

occupy the old vantage-ground shich she last
year abandoned. 1t is no use, as the ‘proverb’
saye, crying over spilt milk, and. we must just try
and make the best of a bad, of a very bad bargain.
Owing to our own accursed internal divisions, to
that greed of office which obtains amongst us,
and to our lamentable deficiency in honest pria-
ciple and negation of self, we have allowed the
common enemy to effect an entrance within our
defences : we caunot now, it is to be feared, cast
him out or exorcise him: and we must therefore
speak the foul fiend fair —and must endeavor by
gentle means, and by such concessions as he may
please to accept, to persuzde him lo take his
departure before he bas ruined us utterly, soul
and body.

The plain statement or explanation of the case
is this. Lower Canada could never bave held ker
own 50 long as she has, agawst-Mr. G. Brown
and the Clear-Grits, but for the co-operation of
the British Conservative party ; and so long as|
these remained true to us, our position was im-
pregnable.  For some tune past our British
Allies have maailested much uneasiness, and have
displayed a design to join with our eneiies; and
itis to this desertion, or threatesed desertion of
our quondam allies that must be attributed our
late reverses, and the consequent necesaity im-
posed on us of capitalating, or comug to terms.
Several years ago, and during the discussions on
the Clergy Reserves Bill, the TRue WirNEss
elearly foresaw, and repeatediy foretold what
would be the inevitable result of the impolitc,
and anti-Catholic course pursued oa the seculari-
sation question by soi-disant Lower Canadian
Conservatives. We tol¢ them that by support-
ing secularisation, they were ahienating their best
friends, the British Conservalive party, without
whom they could not expect long to uphold the
autonomy of Lower Canada. At the same time,
Mr. George Brown ia the Gobe used to congra-
tulate his friends on the certainty that secu-
larisation would soon be fellowed by the ¢ cordial
hearly and complete junction” of all the Protest-
apts of Capads aganst Catholic Lower Capada.
Aupd yet, in spite of these warnings, 20d remon-
strances, our precious Catholic legistators, as de-
ficient in prudence,as wn religious principle, for
the sake of a temporary parly advantage, con-
septed to give deep and unpardonable offence to
their best, to therr only faithful allies, the British
Conservative party ; and to place on our Capa-
dian Statute Book,to their own indelible disgrace,
the damaable proposition now formally condercned
by the Sovereign Pontifi in bis late Encyclical,
that % It is desirable to remove all semblance of
connection between Church and State.”’—1Sth
Viet, C. II.

If we contrast the above enuaciation of prig-
ciple by our so-called Catholic and Conservative
legislators, with the proposition 35, just formally
condemned by ihe Pope—to wit,—

“The Church cught to be geparate from the Stats,
and the State from the Caunrch ;”

we shall see no reason for wondering at the diffi-
cuities of our present posttion. We are super-
stitious enough to believe that national crimes
merit, and often bring down on the guilty nation,
national punishments, We are suflicieatly ultra-
montase to believe on the ward of the Successor
of St. Peter, that o formally consenting to the
principle that @ it i3 desirable td remove all sem-
blance of connection betweea Church and State,”’
our Catbolic legislators were deliberately guilty
of a great national sin aud of quasi national
apostacy : and ia the political embarrossmeats
which have since overtaken us, in the desertion
of our former British Conservative allies, ard 1o
the consequent necessity of submitting ourselves
to the rule of Mr. George Brown, we distinguish
its just, mevitable and most appropriate punish-
ment—of which the end however has not yet ar-
rived. :

The question of Ugion is still the subject of
lively discuseion by the press of the Liower Pro-
vinces. In Nova Scotia if the hangers on of
the Mioistry, aod expectant office-bolders sup-
port the scheme, the wealthy and independent
classes oppose it. Awmongst its most talented
supporters may be named the Halifaz Witness
this paper applauds the scheme because if carr:ed
out, 1t will give us a purely legislative Union,
such as obtains betwixt Great Bntaln and Ire-
land :—

r Soms woutd prefer a Legiplative union} but that
having besn found impracuosble, the alternative
now is a Federal uzion or none at all. It shonld be
noted that the central . govnrnmant bas puramount
authority conceded 10 i, ard that 3t will in effect ve as
atrong in velation lo ihe several Provinces.as the In-
perint Purliument 33 'to the: 'ngdoms of Scotlund
uad .(reland <

~ s § is: precrsely what the Tmm W:’russ
has bﬂld all a]ong

4

| They have: two drstmr.t fand contradrctory Taws

N congregate. RE

of “right 2 and wrong 3’ so'that. those ‘things which
are pralseworthy and. to‘be encouraged when

‘they tell for the beneﬁt of ‘Protestanti institutions,

are blame woriby and to . be- suppressed by tte
strong arm: of the: law, when proﬁtable to mere
Papists. .

Our readers will rernember bow a few years
ago a Bill was brought forward in the Proviscial
Legislature - for discouraging all bequests 0 Ca-
tholic chanfable institutions, by makg all such
bequests, if made within less than'six months of
the: death of the testator, nuli and void, Had
ths liberal measure become law a few years ago—
as no doubt st will within a few years after the ac-
complisbmeat of the proposed Union of the
B. N. American Provinces — any bequests
made to the St. Patrick’s Orphan Asylum would
have been forferted by that noble institution, in
case of any fatal accident happening to the testa-
tor within less than six months after the signing
of s wmill. The principle, 2s applied to Catho-
hie institutions s, that all such bequests are bad,
and should be discouzaged as much as possible.
This to is the burdee of all the most popular
anti-Cathohie literature of the present day ; and
some Jate French povels, said to be the work of
an apostate and degraded priest, bave for their
chief object the inculcating of the ‘moral that
it is essentially vicious for a dyirg person to de-
vote his property to purposes of religion or of
charity.

Very difierent, acd far more in consonance
with the fundameatal principles of cimil and re-
ligious hberty as well as of Christianity, are the
laws with regard to the obligations of pro-
perty, that Protestants lay down 1o their own be-
balf, and in  behalf of their own institutions.—
These, it appears, it is the vight and indeed the
duty, of the dying man to remember in bis last
testament ; and the little oges of Christ’s fold—
(provided they be not Papists of course)—have
an especial claim upoh the rich man, and on the
good things of this world wherewith the Lord has
blessed him.  We bave as we write, before our
eyes, the “ Amnual Report of the Protestant
Orpban Asylum,” wherein this principle 15 broad -
ly laid down :—

v It is the bounden duty of every man to the best
of his ability to make provision for 1hose near and
dear to him, when he sball- be’ called away to ac-
con;t fer the !1alents’ committed to bie charge on
eart

 This is generally done by his last will and testa.
ment. When apportioniag his worldly goods
amongst bis loved ones—will be net nlso consider
and reckon smongst them those ‘little ones’ whom
Christ cherished, and for whose care He bath offered
so many blessinga? The legitimnte heirs of the
man who does so, will never be the poorer, eitker in
this world or in lbe next for sharing a small part of
their inheritance with their orphen bretbren.

¥ The endowment of charitable institutions is the
pride and swmbition of the Briton, From day to day
we hear of bright examples of prrnce]y donaiions to
that effect. 1tis the only way of perpeluating such
ingtitutions. In this comparatively pew eountry
and where princely fortunes are not s0 abundant, m;
have hitherio depended mainly on snnusal and other
precarious resources, 0ot ooly for endowment, but
for onr daily sustensnce. But we also have aome
‘Merchant Princes’ in our happy Provioce. May we
not hope thas the bright examples given us at home
may be followed here, and this bumble charity be
some day placed iu a fair wey ta be hesoud ibke ne-
cessity of annual solicitations ?

Far be 1t from us to call in question the prin-
ciple bere laid down, as to 1he duty which pro-
perty imposes upon its possessors; far from ws
be the desizn of sneering at the amiable and
well meaning Ladies by whom the Pratestant
Orphan Asylum is managed, because our faith is
not tbeir faith ; but we do claim the right to
poiuf out, and to insist upon the glariog inconsist-
eocy between the principle which these Ladies
lay down, and that wiich dictated 1he Bill for
making invalid all bequests to Catholie religious
and charttable institutions, if made less than six
months before the death of the testator; thus
defraudiog the orphans of therr mght{ul icherit-
aoce, and preveating the rich man from doine
what Protestants declare to be his dury. )

Loox our ror Hix AT THR AnNivERs-
ARIES.—A vwriter in the Montreal Gazetre tells
a sad story of the disappearance of an Elder, a
mun of great professional piety, with the funds
of a society of wlich he was Secretary and
Treasurer.  Thus ¢ vessel” had, it seems, taken
the precaution of morigaging his property  for
more than thrice 1ts value 3 and it is added that
the saintly man is much regretted by the widows
aod orpbans of the district, whose funds be bad
1 his keepiog. ¢ The poorest of the poor,”
says the Guzelte,  widows, und orpbans bereit
of both parents are among those whom he has left
lamenting.” We scarce koow what advice to
give the premises ; but 1t 18 very probable that
the missing Elder being a. pious ‘man, may turn
up at the apprnachmg Aumversary Meetings,
with a benevalent ‘project for - converhng those
poor bimnded Papists from the errars of their way.
He is at ali events just the stuff out ot which your
.evangehcal Swaddlers are *for ‘the most- part
made ; and hemay very probably be delecied mov-
ing or secondmg a motion at ths Annual Sciree
of the French Canadian Mlsaronary Socret]. It
rs then and there that brrds of hls feather"'sunUy




