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T INFALLEBILITY, ..

This is & question of such vital import-

e that to. properly -deal -with it s
volume would be ‘necessary..-About s
yesr 8g0 We wrote 5?_961"?-1?“‘ ‘upon. the
gubject of Infallibility; 1n ‘Which ~we
gtrove to present, ina couple of columns,
the whole series of arguments In sapport
of the dogms.  Of course our statement
was necessarily very geperal and very in-
complete. Bince them, from d_lﬁeten.t
sources, we received letters asking ex:-
plaations, in detail, of the points _'d'
vanced. Were we to attempt replying
to the countless questions that have
poured in upon us dt}ring tlie past three
years, we would require to either engage
s half-dozen of secretaries and a special
theologian, or else to giveup entirely-t.he
writing of THE TRUE WrTNESS editorials.
There is a limit to every capacity, no
matter how elastic it may be. But, on
the question of “Infallibility,” we have
determined to combine the two tasks,
and reply to those who have deemed us
worthy of their inquiring letters, by giv-
ing our anawers in ediorial form, This
will necessitate & number of short ar-
ticles on the subject. In order to assiat
persons who sare anxious to go deeper
into the argumente, we will statethat we
purpose following the plan of Rev. Daniel
Lyons’ admirable work, * Christianity
and Infallibility—Both or Neither;” and
while not confining ourselves to that
masterly exposition, atill we will quote at
times from its pages—according as the

" case may demand. What has princi-
pally stimulated us to undertake these
arlicles is the faot that not a few of our
correspondents are Protestants and of
them two are clergymen.

That we may be the better understood,
and more easily followed, we will now
slate what we purpose answering:
Firstly, we will deal with “What Infal-
libility is mor;” secondly, with “What
Infallibility really 18 ;" thirdly, with “The
Origin of Infallibility ;* fourthly, with
“The Object of Infallibility ;” fifthly, “In
what capacity is the Pope infallible ;”
sixthly, “Ir what matters;” and sev-
enthly, “Under what conditions.” Al-
though the scope of the work above
referved to far exceeds” these Iimits, still
in consideration of onr being obliged to
examine aud qu te from numerous other
volumee ou the subject, we do not wish
lo g0 beyond the smeven headings thus
drawn up, In this issue we will content
ourselves with pointing out “What In-
fallibility is Not.”

Either thora is an Infallible Witness,
Guardian and Interpreter of Christianity,
as given by Christ to the Apostles, and,
through them, to the world, or elge there
isno such Infallible representative of
Divine authority, By all it is conceded’
that the greater part of the teachings of

. Christianity outstrip the powers of
- buman reason, and are consequently of
& domiin unexplored and unexplorable,
8 far as the buman and finite mind is
concerned. Did Ohrist appoint and give
powers to an Infallible Witness, Guar-
dian and Interpreter of those traths, or
tid He not? If He did, there is an end
to all controversy ; all private interpre-
tation that does not fully accord with

auc

false. If He did not, there-is" no- cer-
tainty in Christianity, and all the creeds
8d fragments of creeds . that have
arisen, that exist and that may. yet arige.
88 but #0 many Babel. toxigues clsmor.
1ng in discord, becoming more and- more.
Sonfused as the ages pass, and destined

- %0 end in ignorance of truth:
- Ohaotio mass of ‘ervors; 8o if
. [nfallible guide, theré is 1
- fuloram, no lever, in

thatinfallible interpretation is absolutely |-

ignoran

|8, wo'wish to point out what it is not.
IR.A. Prootor, in bis ninth volume on

» Knowledgs,” says that the doctrine,

] a8 commonly understood, is, of course,

preposterous on the face of it. But the
common mistakes about the dootrine
are themselves preposterous,” Kxaotly!
It is the “mistakes” regarding Infalli-
bility that xrender the doctrine apparently

1 “ preposterous” to all who do not under-

stand it, Hero axe & few of those * pre-
postercus mistakes,”” Dr. Draper, in his
“History of the Oonflict Between Re~
ligion and Science,” says * Infallibility
means Omniscience.” " Prof. Schulte
says it is “ Omnipotence.” Prof. Geffken
oalls it the Pope arrogating to himaelf
“ & divine nature.” In * Eirenicon,” Dr.
Pusey says, “ an rcourate writer, recently
returned from Rome, had the impression
that some of the ‘extreme’ Ultramon-
tanes, if they do oot say so in s0 many
words, imply a quasi-nypostatic union
of the Holy Ghost with each successive
Pope.” In Macmillan’s Magazine, De-
cember, 1874, 8 writer says that the Pope
olaims to be “the Incarnation and
Visible Word of God.” Cardinal New-
man, in his © Apologia,” quotes Kingsley
as saying,  Infallibilily means that the
Pope of Rome bhed the power of
creating right and wrong; that not only
truth and falsehood, but morality and
immorality depended upon his setting
his geal t0 a bit of parchment,” Again,
Dr. Draper eays “infallibility enables
the Pope to sccomplish all things by
miracle, if need be,” Janus in *The
Pope and the Council” says that Infalli-
bility means Inspiration. Dr. Littledale
tells us that by reason of Infalilbility
“gall the decisions of the Pope on faith
and morals are divinely inspired; being
go, they become mo much more Holy
Scripture.” He adds that it enables the
Pope to ‘“at any tirne modify or alter
the old belief, just as a Parliament of
Queen Victoria may repeal any statute
of a former reign.,” Cardinai Hergen-
rother, in “the Catholic Church and
Christian State,” quotes Prof.Schulte as
saying that by virtue of Infallibility
“the Pope might in one day abolish all
the eshablished dogmas of the Church.”
On the seventeenth page of his * Vatican
Decrees” Gladstone holds that its “reach”
is absolutely “as wide as it may please
the Pope,or those who may prompt the
Pope, to make it.”’

Here are & few of the many *pre-
posterous mistakes” that noun-Catholics
make, and in consequence of which they
conclude that the dogma itself is irra-
tional. It iz not the dogma, but the
false idesas of it that are at fault. In our
next issne we will concisely tell what
Infallibility really is ; suffice for the pre-
sent to say that it is nol what the above
writexs imagine it to be. In his work,
#]s Life Worth Living?’ Mr. W. H,
Mallock says: “To sum up: if we
would obtain & #rus view of the
general character of Catholiolem we
must begin by making a elean sweep of ail
the views that, as oulsiders, we have been
taught to entertain abous her. Let honest
inquirers do this to the best of their
power, and their views will undergo an
unlooked for change.”

Until our non-Catholic friends Iay
aside all their preconceived and fanciful
notions regarding Catholio dootrine, and
are prepared to come  down, with un-

biased minds, to a logical study of the

‘Churoh's teachings, they are totally unfit,
to grasp the first link in that unbroken
ohigin of reasoning which extends from

"a|the .throne of Leo XIIL back to: the
1o | atene of the Last Supper. Each dogma

‘of the Ohurch is a'link therein, and they
“all g joined that no one .dan be
ant without:a breaking of the whole
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LIGHT LITERATURE.

Did any of our readers ever reflect
on the fact that the reading of light
literature is a disease—that the litera-
tore itself is a drug, an opiate? Yet
such is the case. Hence the care that
should be exercised in placing books in
the hands of young people. To some—
the thoughtless—our convent-teachers
are coneidered too severe, too old-fashion.
ed, too scrupulous, when they refuss to
allow youpg girls to read even very
praise-worthy stories. To our mind these
teachérs cannot be too cautious, Ex-
perience has taught the evident working
of that appetite once it is aroused irto
activity. Let ns take an example.

Here is & young girl in school who is
allowed—for the sake of improving or
style of composition, or for any other
reason—to read, during portion of the
day certain very innccent and very well
written stories., There is no harm in
that, provided the desired result, and
none other, were to follow. But a story
is ever more interesting than a text book
of history, geography or mathematics.
The hour when she may return to her
story is longed for, and gradually an in-
difference, if not a distaste, for the other
and more important atudies is created.
In the inverse ratio of that distaste aug-
ments the appetite for reading. Soon
these innocent stories lose their charm,
something more sensational is required
to satisfy the craving. Books are smug-
gled in, hidden away, and pored over in
hours snatched by stealth from duty.
Vacation comes, and the girl's first
anxiety is to secure novels of a more or
less dangerous class, Whether the par-
ents are vigilant or not the books can be
procured and read. If the -pupil is &
day-scholar, so much the worse; the
hours, at home, that should be given to
study and prepsaxation for class are spent
in the wild regions of romance.

Stronger and stronger grows the desire,
the yearning fcr sensational, unreal,
mental food. 1t is exactly like the
opium habit, Part of a grain; thena
grain; then two, three, four grains;
finally long intexrvals of stupor, wild vis-
jons, fantastic acenes; and the accom-
panying weaknesses of system, failing of
physical energy, breaking up of the con-
gtitution—at last a poor shattered
huaman wreck.

Go into the world of young ladies to-
day and what do you find? The edu-
cated girl, the oce who has left schaol
and is at home quietly awaiting the
ohance of & draw in life’s lottery to comae,
spending her days and nights in the
reaims of romance. She is the one who
prides in being called the * book-worm”
of the house, There is not a standard
novel she bas not xead; nor is there a
sensational, blood and thunder, divorce
and-suicide sheet she has not perused.
She * whiles away her time,” she lets the
houts of life go past while lulled into
gemi unconsciousness of the realities
around her and stifled with the opiate of
bad, or, at least, moxious literature.
Long into the night she sits up gloating
over the fasoinating pages; wearing out
her eyes, her strength, her mind. She
lives neither for this world nor for the
next. As far as this world is concerned,
she has no thought of its stern reality,
-of its miseries, ils trials, its obligations,
its daties; and as to the next world she
is entirely oblivious of its claiiz+ npon
the time and oconduct of the one who
has a soul to save, She is equally un-
prepared for both. Sheis & physical and
mental wreck. To sall appearance her
frame is strong and perhaps besutiful,
her mind is bright and captivating ; but

let' either summons come, and she is

totally unprepared to answer.

=’} If agood man turns up who is ready

to give her¥a home she is as unfit to
marry him as would be an Eastern Odal-
isque. She knows nothing of reallife;
she wants & hero, s Monte Cristo, or
some such fantastic creature for a hus-
band. The man, who has been seeking
s wife, a helpmate, a compsanion, finds
that he has a dreaming-doll, a fragment
of humanity that must be pampered
and tended like a hot-house exotic. He
is not her idesl; he js a vnlgar, money-
meking person. 8he wants & prince, or
some character famed in the annals of
adventure—a clever detective, or even a
good Paul Clifford might be her fancy.
In a word, she is unprepared for the
duties of herstation in life, And if that
other summons should come, and the
voice of the Great Master should call
ber away to a scene still more real, she
im totally unfit to appear before Him. If
for every “idle word” an account
must be rendered, what a fearful reckon-
ing for hundreds of idle hours! When
the poor, frail, timid soul stands alone
before ths Infinite—in the inexpressible
silence and awfulness of the Eternal sur-
roundings—what avail all the days, the
nights, the years spentin the compauy
of lovers, falee wives, betraying bus-
bands, misers, spendthrifts, murderers,
robbers, divorced men and women!?
What use all those fairy castles and
baseless visions of unattainable and ever
sinful erjoyments ?

It is a orying sin to txain a child in the
ways of immorality ; it is a deadly crime
to help the creation of a thirat fcr liquor
in the young; it is an actual murder to
assist in forming a craving for opiates in
the human being. Isit less a wrong to
so inetruot, 80 educate, £0 cultivate the
mind and heart of a young person ihat
the result above mentioned is inevit-
able? We do not think that thize
teachers can ever be too careful in regard
to the material given the pupils to read,
The young girl will bave ample time
snd more than ample opportunity in
after years to drink in the delicious—too
often poisonous—draughts of light litera-
ture ; the school days are already too few
to be squandered in more or less uselees

reading.
m

AN UNCALLED-FOR ATTACK,

At & recent political meeting in
Sohmer Park, Mr, Devlin, M.P., of Gttawa
County, made & very urjustifiable attack
upon Hon. J.J. Curran, Solicitor-Geeneral,
The general verdict is that such tactice,
used by one Irish-Catholic towards
another, are deserving of condemnation,

“ Goop Goops are done up in small
parcels.” Wehave just received & neat’
littie volume entitled “The Ohristian
Woman in Philanthropy"; a study of the
past and present, by Helena T. Goess-
mann., There are sixty-two pagesin the
book and it is sold at twenty-five cents
per single copy. The addreesis P.O. Box
577, Amherst, Mass, This is apparently
the firat npumber of & geries. For read-
ing circles, literary clubs, sodalities, or
organizations of women active in self-
improvement, this booklet is of the
greatest interest. It would be difficult
to give a full appreciation of it in an
editorial note ; suffice to say that based
upon the life and glorious example of
Queen Elizabeth of Hungary, & namber
of most instructive aud healthy lessona
are given to the Chrietian woman of our
day. Although the title would suggest
a nion-Catholic work, still this is deeply

of the term. We were delighted with

ously await the promised numbers
are to follow. ‘ S
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and solidly Gatholic in every acceptation .-

the apt historical examples and the ease -

with which the resderis carried from -
the past to the present. We will a:mh_n; N
8 .



