
THE LAIDIES' JO URiNAL.
ste saw im ail the time-be had a bideous impres-
sion chat she even saw wbat was passing in bis mind.

«I woldn't think about my revolver. Yeu won't bc
able te fire it, yen know."

Ho bad been tbinking about lis revolver, a faint
notion had been growing up in his mmid that hoe would
have just eneshot ather. Miss Jones made this remark
in the mot tranquil tene ot voice, as sbe vas engagod
ini extinguisbing the matcb witb wbich ste bad ligbted
ber cigarette.

"And 1 wouldn't worry about tbat clorofor-it
is chloroform, isn't it ?-in the right.hand poeket of
your coat."

As abc said titis, Miss Joues tbrew thue extiuguisbed
mateh f rom lier unte the becroom floor. A grest
clond ef borror was settling down on Mr. Benuett's
bruin. Was this fair creature a tbing et eartb at al 1
Wuabcsh a witcb, or a fairy queeu 1 Mr. Bennett was
a tolerably welI'educated man, and bie bad read et
fai'y qucens. He gave a sudden start. Miss Jones
Wa lighted the cigarette te bier satisfaction, and had

fixed bier eyes upon is face agaiv.
i suppose yen were bardly prepared for tbis sort

ef thing 1"
IlHardly."
The word came front Mr. lennett's stammering

lips.
"«When yen beard about thse defenselessness of

Aeia Villa aud about Miss Jenes-who was
pecuIîarýand that sort of tling, yen doubtless took
it for granted tht it was te be aIl plain sailing 1"

"lSomething ofthtle kind."
Net the least odd part of the affair was that Mr.

Bennett found himselt answering Miss Joncs vithout
thse leat intention of doing anytbing efthtIe sert.

"lThose diamonds yen were looking for are at tbe
botten t fthe drawer-at the back. Just get them
eut and brin" tlent bore. In a red leather case, you
know."

Meclanically Mr. Bennett did as hoe was teld.
Wben is back was turned te tbe lady, and hoe ceased
te bo compelled te meet ber eyes, quite a spasm ef
relief vent ever im. A kaint desire vas again hemn
within bis breast te assert bis mauhiocd. Thue lady's
quiet voice immediately iuterposed.

"I wouldn't worry myscîf %witb such thoughits if I
were yen. Yen are quite sub' etis'o"

He vas quite subjective-thougli istill Mr. Benntt
had net tbe faintest notion what site meant. Ho
.found tbe red leather box. He brougit it te bier ou
the bed. He came se close te ier that sle puffed the
amoke between hiemresy lips up into lis face.

«lIt is net lecked. It opens with a spring, like
this."

She stretcbed ot ber baud. As slîe did se. ste gras-
cd lightly oeeoe his. He trembled at lier touch. She
pressed some iddeu spring in tbe box, and the lid
few open. It vas tul ef diamonda 'whicli glcamed sud
sparkled like liquid ligbt.

"lNet bad stenes, are they 1 There's a luuudred tlion.
sand ponnds' worth at the least. There are thue tin
boxes, you se, five on eitber side the chest et draw-
ers." M. Bennett follewed tho direction et Miss Jeu.
es's band-luc saw them plaiuly enoughu. I"A hund-
red tbonsand pounds' worthîof diaunds in your hand
ten tbousaud pounds infront et ye-nota badplunder
for a single night's werk. And ouiîy a young woman
te reckon wit-it is net twe]ve menthes since I turn-
ed twenty-one. Yet I don't think yen yull get muchu
out of this little job-do yen ?"

The tears actually steod in Mr. Beunett's eycs.
1 don't thiuk I shaîl," ho rnoaned.

"And yet there is ne magie about it-net thse least.
It is simply an illustration et the latest phase in scien-
tifit developunt." Miss Joues leaned back against
the pillows enjoyiug ber cigarette with tbe etberealized
satisfactioert the truc lover et the weed. Wjth ber
loft band-whuat a little white and danty hand it was1
-ihe teyed with bier long fair liair. "lAt an extreme-
ly early age I discovemed that 1 could exorcise at sill
remarkable pewers ever my felow croatures. 1 lest
ne eppertuniby te develop those posvems. At twenty-
eue I became my own ristress. I realizesl my fortune,
-as Hannalu teld you-and retired te Acacia Villa.
You understand 1 Iîad ideas et my ewn. Iwaspeculiar,
if you cheose te bave it se. 'I coatiuued te
develop rny povers. I experimeuted upon Han-
naît. Nov arn expcrimeting upon you. I ar
enjoying this experiment very much indeed. I hope
,yon are enjoyiug it a quarter as much as 1 arn-are

y ou 1" Soute slightly inarticulate rernark dropped
freonM. Bennett, wbicli was apparently te thse effect
that lho vas net.

"lI amn sorry te bear that. Perluaps yen wilI enjey
it more a little Iter on. Nov, vlîat sball I do withu
yen 1 1 know."

Miss Joncs pressed a little ivory butten, wlicb vas
ene et a ro'w set in a trame etfweod against tie
vall.

IThat rings au electrie bell inIf Hanuab's mont. I
oten ring ber desvu lu the middle ofthtIe uîght te bc
exprimeuted on). She cones dircctly. Flore ste is,
yen se."

Tbere vas a sliglt tapping against thse bedreoont
door.

IlCorne in !" exclaimed Miss Joncs.
Tbe deer opened and Miss Wolshu caine in. She vasi

net exactly in full dres-in tact, rather thse ether
way. Mr, Bennett, wbo througb it Il vas couscieus
ia borrid, niZbtunare sort et way, thouglut tiat lue

had neyer seen any one look so extremcly unpreposs.
essing as Miss WelsIî Iookcd in disarray. The instant
she was inside the roomn Miss Joncs raised lier hand.
Miss Welsh stood F;till. M ss Joncs turned to Mr.
Bennett.

«Il have lier entirely under centrel. Soine of the
results I have obtaineci with lier are rcally quite re-
markable. But you shall sec for yourself, and judge."
The young lady addressed Miss Welsh.

IlWell, Hannah, here is Mr. Bennett, you sec."
It was evident that Hannali did see. She seemed

struggling te, give expression te hcr feelings in speech.
Miss Jones went calmly on;

IHe is bere on business-lie is committiîîg burg-
lary, in fact. Yen were right in supposing that was
his profession. The mistake you inadew~as inirnagin.
ing that lie wveuld have shared the spoil witli yen.
I tbink, Mr. Bennett, I was right in saying that you
would net bave given Haunali muccli1"

IlNota sou."
IlProbably yen did net even intend to marry

her V,
IlI would bave seen ber hianged first."
Mr. Bennett made this plain staternent with quite

curieus ferecity. Miss \Velsh rubbed her eycs with
the sleeve of %what we will suppose, fer courtesy'rs sake,
was her ni ghtdrcss.

II Tiit makes nine cf 'cmn," shic said.
IlThat makes nine of them, as Ilannah says. Ilan-

uah, Mr. Benînett, is a wonan of experience. Slie
has had nine promises cf marriage, but net oe o f
them came oit But I didi't tlink, ilannali, tlîat
yeu ever luid a promise frein a burglar before?"'

"Neyer befere."
Then, not least, that ig a new caperience, and a new

experience is 50 precieus. Is there any remark you
wonld like te make, Haunali, appropriate te the
occasion ?"

For a moment it did net appear ns thougl thero
was. Then it seemcd that there at least was eue.

I sbould like te scratch is eycs eut," obscrvcd
the damsel-zetat forty-five or se.

Miss Cecilia smiled. Mr. Bennett immediately
smiled tee. But there was this diffrence-that
while the lady's srile oas a thing of be.auty, the
gcntleusan's was apeculiar gha.stly grin. Miss Joncs
remar'ked Mr. Bennett's facial contertions with an
appearance cf censideab'e intecrest.

IlI nover bad thein smile quite se syniipatlictetlly
befere. In tlut respect, Mr. Bennett, yeu arc unique.
Charmed te have îu"pt you, 1 ami sure." The youug
lady knocked the asbi off hier cigarette with ichir dainty
finger and turncd ber attention te Miss WelshliIl"1
don't thiuk, Hannabi, tlîat we will bave any scratch.
ing eut of eyes."

Whieu she bad thus delivered lierseif, Miss Joncs
racined in silence for some moments en her pillows,
discharging tbe smoke of lier cigarette4hr4gh lîir
de licate pink nostrils. When site spoke4asfn, it was
te' tle gentleman she addressed berse]lf.

IlMr. Bennett, would you mind clesing that box of
diamonds, and replacing them in the drawver ?"

Mr. Bennett sliut the box with a littie sîîap, anid
carried it &cross the reoin. Tiiere was sotictlîing
odd about bis demeanor as be did this-anl appcarance
as thengli lie werc net engaged iin the sort ef
laboriwich physies pain. Miss Wclsli, standing as
tbough rooted te the greund, foleoved lim Nvitli lier
eyea£. The expression ef ber ceunitenance was one of
undisguised amazemeut. Her face was cloquent witlî
a yearning te relieve lierseif itli words. When Mr.
Bennett put tlhe box back wlîcre he bad found it and
shut tbe deer she gave a kind of gasp. From Mr.
Bennett there came a distinctly.audible grean. "lTu ru
round, Mr. Bennett, and look at me." Mr. Bennett
did as hewas bidden. Hew~as net altogethe a bad-
looking yeung man-bis chief fauît, f rom tlîe plîysiog-
nemist's point of view, lay iin tle stccly tint of lus
clear blue eycs. Miss Jones's great big orbs suemcd
te rest upen lim with a dcg«rcc of pleasure. "I necd
Scarcely pint eut toyeu tliut thie burglary is a, failure.
Tite principal causc of failure is tliat yen are tee
subjective. Yen have quite one, of thie most subjective
organismslI have yet encountcrcdl. Tîc ideal cîininal
must keep imself abreast witli tlîcadvance of science.
In failing te <le se, Mr. Bennett, you hîave becu
guilty of a bluîîder wliiclî, iin your case, is ceîtainly
werse tlîan crime. Yeu arc a dreadful exaniple of tlhe
burglar's blunder. I mglt label yen, preserve yeoî
in yeur hypuotie state, and use you as an illustration
of a lecture I an uw preparing. But I have otlier
views, and it is net imipossible I niay encotnter yen
again. Go te iny writing table. You Nwil liîd a
sheet of foolscap paper. Write vhat I dlictatte."

Mr. Bennett went te tlhe writing table. Ile fouiid
the sheet of feolscap paper. "Write in pgod, bold
characters- "'I Mi GiOii. 13 ENNYETTi,

The Biîuglar.
For further particulars apply t Acacia Villai.'"
Mr. Bcennett tvrote as slîe ictated, displayiiî2 the

aboe 'clcgend iu a striking, rounîd band riglit acî'oss
the slîct ef paper. Miss Jocnes addressed NI\liss
Welsb :

"lHannali, in my ivorkbasket yen wvill iud a needlle
and some geed stout thrcad. (ýct it out?" Miqs
Welsh get it eut. "1Mr. Ikniett, takc oo' tha.t sack
whichi yeu have weund roundl yeuîbody licatli your
ceat." Mr. Bennett took it off. "Button up yoni'

take tlîat sheet ef feolscap palier on wliicli Mr. Bennett
lias written at mny dictatioui and sew it irrubly te tire
front of bis lîuttouied-uçi coat."

Miss )bVelsli teck tire shoot of foolseap paper. Slîe
appreaclied Mýr. Benîîcttliolding it ini lier liaud. Mr. Bon.
uett's lîaîîds dreppcd te luis sidles. I le i'cgai'dcd lier witlî
a look wlîielî was thé reverse ofamîîiable. Slie éecd
hlim witli wliat wci'c <oubtluss iîîtided te be soft,
pleading glan<'es. Wieti site i'cachl Miin sie placcd
lier baud tinîidly agibiist lbis clicst. i'. ]Bennett
looked particulau'ly glum. Sue riased tlhe otlier
lîaud, wlicli hîld tire slîeet of folscap papei', anîd
sprcad it eut upon lhis bî'ast. Tt was legible at ijuite
a considerable distance

The lBurgla.r.
Fer further particulars apply at Acacia Vill;t."

Tt as liardly tire sort of inscription a clivalrou'î
spirit weuld wisli te have displaycd upon lus brca8t
by tire object of lus lieart's desiî'c, or even by tire wo-
mari lie liud promised te marry in tie course of thue fol.
lowing morning. Miss Wols]), %'liescerncd te foc] tie
truthiofet tis, leeked at lim %vitli sad, besecling eyes.
But Mi'. Beunett's glumncss perceptibly iucreased.
Tion Miss Welshî proccoed te scw tlhe inscription on.
It must be owncd tlîat it ivas a conscieutieus picce ef
sewing. She first tackcd it rounîd tie cdges ; thon cio
sewvcd it up and dovn and acress, fr'ontîcornecr te cor-
ner, witli a hundred careful stitclies, in sucli a way
thiat lie would have lîad te tiatr it te fragments piece.
itical in order te get it ofl. It would have beeuî quite
impossible te unbutteu lbis coat wlilc licelîad thiat i-
seriptien en. Thue process seciiucd te nake Miss WeTcshî
extrcmely sud. Tt made Mî'V. Bennett saddcr stili.
WhVn itse had finislied lier conscientieus piece ef worki
site crossed lier' lands meekly ini fr'ontef lier and look-
cd up at lim with a rapturous gaze. Mr. Bennett
did neot seem te teel raptu rous at ail.

INew, T-annalI, take tire sack %vhicl) 'Mr. Bennett
wore beubeatlu lus coat, hold it open foi' liiî, and cuable
lîim te stop inisidc."

The sack was lyiug on tire flooî'. Miss Welslî, with
a lialf-uttei'ed sigbi, picked it up and hcld tire îuoutlî
wide open. Mr. Benîne. t scrovied irst ut tire lady,
thon at thîe bag. l{c i'aised hiis left foot gin-
gerly and placed it ii tlîe oecning. Miss Welsli assist.
ed liii in thrustiuug ls le.- wel Ironiec. TMien thucre
was a pause.

IPerliaps, Mr. Benxnett, ' ou liad btter put yeur
ar'ms round Hanîih's îîck, eserNd Miss Joncs.
She was engaged in liglitiuîg a second cigarette at tlhc
asles oetirhe irst.

M1r. .Bnnett put bis amis :about 'iss Wclsli's neck
and thirust lbis otiier lcg into thec saclc.

Il D'aw it up about lus vist," i'cuîarled Ms
Jones. By now thec seconud cigarette was well ulight.

Mi3s Welslu drcNv it up about luis waist. Tt 'sas a
good.Sîzed sack, se ttaltliougli a nian ef at lcast tire
average liiglut, being drawn up it reaeliccl is loins.

IMr. Bonnet, luold thie sack in Llat position witlu
your bauds." 11r. Beînett hîld the sack lu tliat posi-
tion with both lus hands. "I [anuuali, in tire bottom

et th unig cuitboa'd you will iîîd sorin o rd. (jet
it eut."

In a inechanically inelancliol yîay Miss liVlsh (ldîd
as sie wvas told. Tire cerd, us'mu, p1 roduccd, teck die
shape of coil a of uope about the thickness of oreus
miadle inger.

IMako tuvo holes iin the<'frunt of tir(, sack and pass
tire coi'd tlîrou"lî tlucîn." Wîtlu tire Saiue sa(l ail't- îs
welsli acted on M'uiss .Jonces's fî'cshi instructions. SueI
made twe uoles in tire fiont efthte sack :and passed thu
two ends of tie coud tlîrouglî tient.

"New pass tie cou-tlov.er bis slieuldei's, make t%-o
bobes ini thie back efthtle sack, pabs thei cord througli

Agaiti'n iss WVelsli Olboyc<l, (oletnlly yet conscien-
tiotsly Nvitlial. 'T'ie restilt, xvus tliut wlicn ti~re pu
'IS'a tigdled --anud Mu iss 'uWelshi, ii(li e nicat eeiscieuu-
tieus matîncu', di'CNv if as tiglit as sie possibly Coul-
MNIr.lien nts owci'portilouis eClO imprîisotied in thle
sack in a muabiecr hicui vus liai'ly digiicd. RLe
ilit have beon about toe engage iii a sack race, 0o11Y
ie diul net uppemar te be in ts sack-racing tu'ancet

mmid. ~uisWelsli seciued to etel tlat shie 'sas
iau'dly tu'eutiiug iiii m in ie 'say i i~lic oeewould

wisb te treat enes youmg maii. Tt vas c%-ilcit tliat
MI-r. Bennett liad tintotie sligitest doubt but that lic
was being uscd i'cry badfly iii(heed.

ITake tire bottlc uand spolile, whlic]i you will find
ii lis ti'it-l îauîd peeket, a iîdtie 'evolver, vhicli
you ill ind in his loft, amid place tOien on1ie bcd."
Miss Welshi did as li'riist.rcss told liei'. " Now tic
li up wititie coud se as to e i'ei' u iniucapable
et uoving a Iiib. 'Ihcrc aure tlii'-ty-tNvo yardls etit.
Withi that quantity and tîhe exociseo eta ittle skil
you shîold ie able te ii:dce lini tok'i-abhy secure."

As MissJoncs said Libis if. alinost seccmed tîat MNiss
Wcsusta'uted. Mr'. B'intt ceutaiiily did. Niss

WVelsI i looeold(at 1lii w i (.1usu elupitLeous cy es ; Mu'.lBoit -
nett fus-oued li'' erithti ai iiiiiis-,takallu'scowl-a

scON'l, inudedi, eii g lai al igu ity. ''h1in sle pro-
cedcd te tic hîiuu p. li doiuig se siue shosved con-
sidci'able Zkill, and couscicitiousncess te boot. Shlo
lirst passcd tie 'ope tw'o ou' thuu'cetintes riglit arund
buei, se as te piliot iis au'us to his skies. Tiroir,
pntttiuug lier foot tup agaîust lis sido se0 as te cnable
uier te use it as a lever', sihulecd ture repe us tighut
,as site c011l(l. Slue dicI net secîuu te enjeytheli ailing


