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A MORT POINT.
HE-"I My dear, don't you think it is bad form for a wvoran ta

drink champagne?"
Sae-"« It naay be hall formn but I'i sure it's good triste."

THE CHOICE 0F TRADES. *

T HE IlSecond Reader," in use in the Public Schools,
i contains much interesting and instructive matter of

hiterary 'excellence. But' in somne respects it rnight be
improved and macle a littie more true to life. There is
a little poem, for instance, on "The Choice of Trades,"
wbicb represents the youthful Canadian Ilambitioning "
-there ougbî to be such a v'erb, if their isn't-to be a
farmer, blacksmith, carpenter, or some such ordinary and
plebian vocation when hie attains rnanhood. The first
two stanzas run thus :-

When in a mani
l'il be a fariner if 1 can;

l'il plow the ground, and the secd l'il sow,
I,11 reap the grain, and the rassa li mcw,
lIIl bind the shecaves, and 1 1 make the bay,
And pitch it up ln the mow away-

WVhen inm a mn.

When I'ni a mani
l'il be a carpenter if 1 can:

l'il plane like this, and l'il hammer au,
And ibis la the m-iy my saw shall go;
l'il malte bird.houses and boxes and boats,
And a ship that shall race every vessel that floats-

-When lin a mn.

Now we submit that tbis sort of thing doesn't at ail
-'-.represent the aspirations and ideas of the average Cana-

dian youth. He doesn't want to be a farmer, mechanic,
or anything of that sort whîch entails bard work and r oor
pay. Not he. What be's after is a soft snap of some
kind.- H-e wants to be a lawyer, preacher, doctor, or

officia] of some kind ; or, fai ling that, to be a book agent,
clerk, speculator, or politician -any sort of business ini
which he can keep his hands cican and soft, wear good
clothes, and have a higher social position than the Ilmere
mechanic ,"I even thoughi it entails a constant struggle to
keep up appearances.

When our Public School pupils contrast the ideas ot
the very old fashioned youngster, who is represented as
wanting to do something usefül, u'Itb the fin de siécle
notions of bis eider brotýers and other half-grown youths
of bis acquaintance, who are studying Iaw, clerking in
dry goods stores, or striving iu some other way, by book
or by crook, to push theinselves into the overcrowdi.d
ranks of the IIgenîel" occupatinns, he wii be apt to
losé faih in the Second Readtr. It rnight: be advisabie,
therefore, to substitute something likt the following, which
expresses far more correctly the real amnbitions of rime out
of ten Canadian school boys so far as they have considcrcd
the subject.

Wben l'i a muan
l'il bc- a Iawyer if I can;

l'il quibble and blather and rant and jaw.,
And let on 1 know a whole heap of law ;
l'il figure up casta with the greatest of case,
And make foiks pay for each time 1 sneeze-

When VI' a imani.
When l'mn a iuan
V'il bc a doctor if 1 can;

l'il tru d invent saine nostrum, %which
WVilI hubug the puhlic and make me rich;
VUi maire my patienta believe they're sick,
And you bet I won't cure lem up tea quick-

When l'i a mari

Wheri l'in a man
1IlI be a ]ai dowrier if 1 can;

l'Il buy andi sel! at a profit great,
And tnake my pile out or real estate;
I', nat going tu la amy work, that's fiat,
F-or 1 know a trick that's worth two of that-

When in a mani.
When I'm a mani
1I*I be a canvasser if I cari

With a fine prospectus l'il tramip the tawn,
And hurit uriwillîng subscribers down,
And bore thein ta death with a flood of gufi
Till they wcaken and pony up the staff-

Whei l'in a mani.
Now that is much more in accordance with actual

everyday experiences than the goody-goody rhyîues of the
book. Nobody wants tu do anything really useful these
days who can possibly belp it, and there's no use trying
to fool the kids. _______

DIDN'T LIKE WATER.

P LUGWINCH-" What spendid peaches I Finest Ive
seen this season."

Boozk-"' Corne away. It nakes me fairly sick to
look at them."

PLUG'WINCH--' You don't say ! *Don't you like
peaches?"

BoozFnv-" Why, yes. They fairly make my nouth
water, and if there is anythirig 1 detest it is the taste of
ivater.'

A SIR-PRIZE.WHEN Sinithers acquircd a title,
Thehardi af Sr' ta his naine,

Which the Govermmerit gave in requital
0f an aid party hoodlirig dlaim,

Hie prctended hae neyer liait sought il,
Thaugh 'rieath such affectation there lies

Some tnath-though the fellow hadl bought it,
To him it was II quite a sir-prize.'


