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No one wishes to bolittle the Church of Rome
or to ignore our own debt 1o her. What we ob-
joct to is her usurpation‘of an authority which
does not Tightly belong to her, and ber claim
that, becaure some of our forefuthers, in a dark
age, igaorantly admitted those usurpations, we,
with our eyes open sheould do the same,

(To be continued.)

THE VISITATION OF Tl SICK.

(From the Irish Ecclesiastical Gazelte..)

Onc of the most important questions which 4
clergyman having cure of souls is called upon
to decide ix, ought we communicate to the dy-
ing a knowledge of their state ? At first sight
it would seem as if there could be no doubt
about the course to be adopled in such cases,
but it isone thing to see what one ought to doand
another thing to do it. As a matter of fact we
know that too often the dying are kept ignorance
of their danger, and that from many causes,
Somotimes the person whose duty it is to con-
vey the Jknowledge shrinks from doing sn lest
heshould inflict pain, Sometimes from a lower

mative #till—lest he should endure the pain of
inflicting and witnessing suffering, Sometimes
the duty is not discharged lest the slight ro-
muining hope of recovery should bs destroyed.
Sometimes shyness, diffidence, sensitiveness,
call it what you will, is the preventing cause.
Yet, assuredly, it is an awful thing to allow a
soul to drift out into elernity unwarned of the
near approzch of such a momentous change ; it
is an awful thing to whisper delusive hopos of
health and renowed life when a fow days or
hours, a8 the case may be, must end the confliet ;
it is an awful thing to ery * peace, peace,”
where there may bo storm and tempest and
blackness and despair; itis an awful thing to
stand by and allow the * wise virgin"” to go out
into tho darkness to meet the bridal train with-
out warning her to trim her lamp; how fearful
is it to allow one who has made no preparation
which cannot siand the scrutiny of Gud to puss
away without warning, without, perhapg, n rus-
picion that the Judge is at the doori Who
would willingly take a leap in the dark and
alight in oternity ?

If we sindied the Prayer Book more and
and drank of its wise and Holy Spirit we should
learn that its compilers did not comlemplate
such & shrinking from duty on the part of the
clergyman. In the “ Service for the Visitation
of the 8ick "™ there is a prayer lor asick person
when there appeareth small hope of recovery. Hero
the language put by the Church into the mouth
of her minister is unmistakable while at the
same time 80 cautiously worded as not to close
up coupletely all avenue of hope.

“We know, O Lord, that there is no word im-
possible with Thee, and that if Thou wilt Thou
canst even yot raise him up and grant him a
longzer continuance amongst us, Yet forusmuch
as in all appearance the time 'of his dissolution
draweth near, so fit and propare him, we be-
scech Thee, against the hour of death,” &e.

There is also 3 Commendutory Prayer for
a sick persop at the point of departure, Thus
our Church evidently takes it for granted that
it is the duty of the clergy to acquaint the
dying with their real condition. Rut we plead
for more than this. We say you should not
leave the duty exclusively 1o the clergy. The
physician has a solemn responsibility on him
in this matter, as well as the minister of re-
ligion, The pious friend should not be de-
ferred by mere secondury consideration from
he discharge of a poritive duty. Is the dying
ono a true believer ? He may bave many things
10 suy or do for Christ in the few hours <which
remain, He may have ~ome witness to bear
or his Master. 1le may have even some family

matters to sottle, He has, it is true, lived for
God, but He said—" Gather up the fragments,
that rothing be lost.” The best men have much
todoplore, the surongest wing has need to plume
itself for such a flight, the most unquailing
fuith has need to look well to its armour before
descending inlo the dark shadows of the valley
of denth. Butif the dying one be a person whose
life was given to the world and Satan, how ne-
cessury to warn bim of his desperato state!
True, wo encourage not death-bed repentances.
What then? The prodigal returned whon he
had wasted all, and his father veceived him with
rapturous joy. The thief bad but a few mo-
ments to live, yet they sufficed for justification
and sanctification. God iy rich in mercy. Do
your duty aud leave the issue with Him. Do
not act with ill-considered rashness, but wisely,
cautiously, and above all, lovingly.

If your warning should be the means, under
God, of saving a soul, how glorious your guin !
If not, at least you will be free in God’s sight
from your brother’s blood. Better yon should
risk inflicting on your friend, or patient, or
parishioner, a5 the caso may bo, a little tempo-
rary pain, than that he should die in his sins,
and his blood be required at your hundes,

THE CHURCH SERVICE.
(By the Rev. Edward F. Berkley, D, D,, in the
Living Church.)

It cannol be supposed that the strictures I
proposo to uifer on the work of the chancel are
intenaed toapply toall ¢lergymen ot the Church.
Far from it. There are many who understand
the nature and the purposo of the Prayer Bool,
and who use it with grace and dignity; while
thero arc others who soem to be indifferent to
both.

I have passed my 8lst yoar, and am vcrg':ng
on the 56Lh year of my ministry, and am in no
mood to write in censure, but only with the
liope that attention being called in this way, by
an old maun, to the proper u-e of the Pruyer
Bonk, sorae may beinclined Lo accept and profit
by his statements,

I relinquished parochial work cloven years
ago, having been "in active duty, in two cities,
for forty-five years. Since my rotirement I
have had opportunitics to see nomething more
of the Church and her ministers 1n various
parts of the country, which my duties denied
me before, and [ propose to offer some of the
results of my observations in two or three
letters to the Living Church.

There is no question “Lout the excellence of
tho Prayer Bovk, and the public and private
sorvices it contains, They ave all of reverential
and devotional churactor, und ought always to
bo offered in cousistence with their excellence,
There is nothing so mall in uny of the Offices
that is not of importance to be observed by the
minister, whether it be in the chancel; in the
sick room, or the Baptism of adying child. His

. manner aud movements are closely scrutinized,
and anything thut iz worth doing at all, is worth
doing well. 1 have no doubt but that clergy-
men in England who had only his sexton for an
audience, addressed * Dearly Beloved Roger,”
with as much impressiveness as though he had
a church [ufl of warshipers.

We occarionally sce in the Ciwrch papers a
complaint fromsome tired layman, wondering
why the service is so hastily and so irreverent-
ly offered. Itis a just complaint, for many
ministers enter upon and conduet it us though
they wore only mindtul of gelting to the bunedie-

" tion, utterly ignoring thedevotionaul charactor

of the Confossion, the Lord's Prayer, the Creed,
and the soul-uplitting prayers. By his hasty
utterance he cheats tho people out of the pos-

sibility of renderiog these parts with penitence
and propricty.

At the close of tho Exhortation, and while
the minister is uttering the last word, “say-
ing,” he falls upon his knees, and begins the
Confession in the midst of the commotion
cuused by the kneeling of the people, and has
snid two or three sentences before they are
ready, with a composed mind, to race with him
in that most solemn act of devotion,

[t is presumed that the people have come
together to worship God, and all sense of a true
worship is crushed out of the soul, when they
find it impossible, with any degroe of roverence,
to keep up with the minister, and take only a
gasping broath anywhere between thesentencos.
Aud indeed in all purts of the service whero tho
people join him, he ought to be deliberate in his
ulterance, He would not pitch himsolf into
the proseuce of an earthly ruler to ask his
clemency in behalf of a condemned culprit ; how
much loss when that ruler 18 the King of knigs
anil Lord of lords,aud he is supposed to be plead-
ing for souls that are under condemnation and
ready todie. Unmindfulof the time, the place,
and the urgent needs of the soul, he hooedlessly
rushes in * where angels fear to tread.”

Then, the beautiful and inspiring Psalter is
mangled in the same way, overlookiug the many
impressivo rentencos, which, if read in a deli-
berate and emphatic manner, would enable tho
people to carry home with them some golden
truth, But many who try to read alternate
vorses with the minister in a reverential way
hurrying over the last three or four words
when he is running on with the next verso,
The minister’s huste nocessarily begets hasto
in the people, and where this condition provails,
the force, impressiveness, and grandoar of its
utlernnces ure lost,

This unbecoming haste is seen furcher on when
he gets to the Creed,and the succeeding prayers.
Ho says : * The Lord bs with you,” and before
the words, * With the spirit "’ are fully anawered
by the people, the minister is hurrying on with
the prayers in a most inconsiderate and un-
devotional style.

Aud when he comes to tho grandest of all
human prayers—the Litany—thero is ofton
shown a coldpess and indifference which ill
becomes s minister ploading for mercy and
pardon for himself and for his people, There
is no form of supplicution so calculated to arouse
true devotional sensation of the soul as some of
the utterances in that glowing prayer.

*® S # * *

One way out of this hastiness, and there is no
way that can excuse it, would bo to lengthen
the service five or ten minutes. What are thoy
to peuple, most of whom go to church only once
a weelk, and for the rest, they would not worry.
“ [ was glad when they said unto me we will go
into the House of Lord,” People who have
como togethor with feeling would be glad to
linger u while longer in the sacred place, to
have the sorvice deliberately and devotionally
ottred.

A clerical writer in a Church newspaper said
some time ago that excellence in reading the
sorvice was of fio importance. “ God under-
stood Lhe language,and the simple utterance was
ull Ho expected ef men.” And yet, in the
olden time, all defective animals, the blind the
lume, and the sick, were declared to be unfit for
gacrifico becanse they indicated a want of re-
verence for God, Hestill looks for the best wo
have to offer, aud if we refuse it, the slip-shod
and undevotional prayer will turn into our own
bosom,

St. Louis Mo.

OnLY from the solid ground of some clear
creed have men done good, strong work in the
world, Only out of cortainty comes power,—
Phillips Brooks.



