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No one wishes to bolittle the Claurch of Rome
or to ignore our own debt to ber. What we oh-
joet to is her usurpationof an authority which
docs not rightly belong to her, and ber claim
that, becnure some of our forefathers, in a dark
age, ignoranitly admittod those usurpations, we,
with our eyes open should do the same.

(To be continued.)

THE VISITATION OF THE SICK.

(From the Irish Ecclesiastical Gazette. )

One of the most important questions which a
clergyman lavinig cure of souls is called upon
to decide is, ought we communicate to the dy-
ing a knowledge of their state ? At first sight
it would seem as if there could be no doubt
about the course to be adopted in such cases,
butit is one thing to sec what one ought to do and
another thing to do it. As a inatter of fact we
cniow that, too often the dying are kept ignorance

of their danger, and that from many causes.
Sonotimes the person whose duty it is to con-
voy tih knîowledge shrinks from doing so lest
hoshould inflict pain. Sometimes from a lower
motive still-lest ho should endure the pain of
intlicting andi n itnessing suffering. Sometimes
the duty is not discharged lest the slight ro-
ni:îining hope of recovery shouldI bs destroyed.
Sometiencs shyness, diffidence, sensitiveness,
eIl it what you will, is the preventing cause.
Yet, assureidly, it is an awful thing to allow a
souI to drift out into eternity unwarned of the
near approach of such a momentous change ; it
is an awful thing to whisper delusive hopes of
health and renowed life when a few days or
hours, as the case may be, must end the conflict;
it is an awful thing to cry "pence, peace,"
wl'ere there may bu storm and tempest and
blackness and despair it is an awful thing to
stand by and allow the "wise virgin " to go out
into the darkness to meet the bridal train with-
out warning her to trim her lamp; how fearful
is it to allow one who lias made no preparation
which cannot stand the scrutiny of God to puss
away without warning, without, perlaps, a sus-
picion that the Judge is at the door i Who
would willingly take a lea i in the dark and
alight in eternity ?

If we studied the Prayer Book more and
and drank of its wise and [foly Spirit we should
lcarn that its compilers did not comtemplate
such a shrinking from duty on the part of the
clergymani. In the " Service for the Visitation
of the Sick " there is a prayer for a silc person
when there appeareth snall hope of recoverg. liero
the language put by the Church into the mouth
of lier minister is unmistakable while at the
Same time So cautiously worded as not to close
up coupletoly ail avenuo of hope.

" Ve know, O Lord, that there is no word im-
possible with Thec, and that if Thou wilt Thou
canst even yet raise him up and grant him a
longer continuance amongst us. Yot forasmuch
as in ail appearance the time 'of his dissolution
draweth near, so fit and prepare him, we bo-
sech Thee, against the hour of death," &c.

There is also a Commendatory Prayer for
a sick person at the point of departure. Thus
our Church evidently takes it for granted that
it is the duty of the clergy to acquaint the
dying with their real condition. But we pleatd
for more than this. WTe say you should not
leave the duty exclusively to tie clergy. The
physician has a solenu responsibility on him
in this matter, as woll as the minister of re-
ligion. The pious friend shouli not be de-
ferred by more secoidary consiideration from
ho discharge of a positive duty. Is the dy ing
one a true believer ? Ho amy bavu many things
to say or do for Christ in the few hours vhich
remain. le may have some wimness to bear
or his Master. lie may have even some family

matters to settie. He has, it is true, lived for
God, but He said-"Gather up the fragments,
that rothing be lost." The best men have much
to deplore, the strongest wing bas need to plume
itself for such a flight, the most unquailing
faith has need to look well to its armour before
descending into the dark shadows of the valley
of denth. But if the dying one b a person whose
life was given te tue world and Satan, how ne-
cessary to warn him of his desporato state
Truc, we encourage not death-bed repentances.
What thon ? The prodigal roturned when ho
hiad wasted ail, anti bis father received him with
rapturous joy. The thief had but a fow nio-
monts to live, yet they sutflced for justification
and sanctification. God is rich in mercy. Do
your duty aud leave the issue with Hlim. Do
not act with ill-considered rashiess, but wisely,
cautiously, and above ail, lovingly.

If your warning should b the means, under
God, of saving a soul, how glorious your gain
If not, at least, you will be froc in God's sight
froin your brother's blood. Botter yon should
ri.,k inflicting ou your friend, or patient, or
parishioner, as the case may b, a little tempo-
rary pain, than that he should die in his ins,
and his b:ood be required ut your bands.

TI.IF CEURCH SERVICE.

(By the Rev. E(warfd F. Beriley, D. D., in the
Living Church.)

IL cannot b supposed that the strictures I
proposo to ofiYr on the work of the chancel nre
intenued to apply to all clergymen of the Church.
Far from it. There are many who understand
the nature and the purposo of the Prayer Book.
and who use it with grace and dignity; while
there are others who scom to be indiffoerent to
both.

I have passed nhy Sist year, and am verging
on the 56th year of ny ministry, and arp in ne
nood to write in consure, but only with the
hopo that attention being called in this way, by
an old man, to the roper ute of the Prayer
Book, some nay bo in¯clinied Lo accept and profit
by his statements.

I relinquished paroehil work eleven years
ago, having been in active duty, in two cities,
for forty-âive years. Since my retirement I
have had opportuniisti to sec nomething more
of the Church and her ministers in various
parts of the country, which my duties denied
me before, and I propose to offer some of the
reults of my observations in two or three
lot tors to the Living Church.

Thora is no question Lut the excellence of
the Prayer Book, and thîe public and private
services it connins. They are ail of reverential
and devotioinal charactor, and ought always to
be offered in couitence with their excellence.
There is nothing si) mall in, any of the Offices
that is not of importance to be observed by the
ninister, whether it be in the chancel; in tho
sick room, or tho Baptism ota dying child. Hi
manner and movements are closely scrutinized,
and anything that is worth doing at ail, is worth
doing well. I have no doubt but that clergy-
men in England who had only bis sexton for an
audience, addressedI "Dearly Belovei Roger,"
with as much imprcssiveness as though lie had
a church full cf worshiper

We occauonally se in the Church paliers a
c>mplaint fromaomo tired layman, wondering
whiy the secrvice is so hastily and so irreverent-
ly offered. It is a just complaint, for many
ministers enter upon and conduct it as though
they were only mind fui of gctting to the bunedie-
tion, utterly ignoring the devotional character
of the Confession, the Lord's Prayer, the Creed.
and the soul-iplifting prayers. By his hasty
utterance ho clcats the people out of the pos-

sibility of rendering those parts with ponitoeo
and propri(ty.

At the close of the Exhortation, and while
the minister is uttering the last word, "say-
ing," he falls upon his knces, and begins the
Confession in the midst of the commotion
caused by the kneoling of the people, and has
said two or throe sentences before they are
ready, with a composed mind, to race with him
in that most solemn act of devotion.

It is presumed that the people have come
together to worship God, and ail sense of a true
worship is crushed out of the soul, when they
find it impossible, with any degree of reverence,
to keep up with the minister, and take only a
gasping broath anywhere between the sentences.
And indeed in ail parts of the service where the
people join him, ho ought to be deliberate in bis
utterance. He would not pitch himself into
the prosence of an earthly ruler to ask bis
clemeney in behalf of a condemneti culprit; how
much less when that ruler is the King of kniga
ani Lord oflords,and he is supposed to be plead-
ing for souls that are under condemnation and
ready to die. Unmindfuil of the time, the place,
and the urgent neods of the soul, h heedliessly
rushes iv " where angels fear to tread."

Thon, the beautiful and inspiring Psalter is
mangled in the sane way, overlooking the many
impressive seitences, which, if read in a deli-
berate and emphatic manner, would enable the
people to carry home with them some golden
truth. But many who try to read alternate
verses with the minister in a reverential way
hurrying over the last three ùr four words
when heis running on with the next verso.
The minister's haste necessarily bogets haste
in the people, and where this condition prevails,
the force, impressiveness. and grandeur of its
utterances are lost.

This unbecoming haste is soonf further on when
he gets to the Creed,and the succeeding prayers.
HUe says : " The Lord b. with you," and before
the words, " With the spirit " are fully answered
by the people, the minister is hurrying on with
the prayers in a most inconsiderate and un-
devotional style.

And when be comes to the grandest of ail
human prayers-the Litany-thoro is ofton
shown a coldness and indifference which ill
becomes a minister ploading for mercy and
pardon for himself and for his people. There
is no form of supplication so calculated to arouse
truc devotional sensation of the soul as some of
the utterances in that glowing prayer.

Y * *

One way out of this hastiness, ana there is no
way tiat can excuse it, would be te lengthen
the service five or ton minutes. What are they
to people, most of whom go to church only once
a week, and for the rest, they would flot worry.
"I was glad w hon they said unto me we will go
into the llouse of Lord," People who have
come together with feeling would be glati to
linger a wbile longer in the sacred place, te
have the service deliberately and devotionally
otfired.

A clorical writer in a Church newspaper said
some time ago that excellence in reading the
service was of no importance. " God under-
stood the language,and the simple utterance was
ail lio expected of mon." And yet, in the
olden time, ail defective animais, the blind the

lume, and the sick, were declared to be unfit for
sacrifice because they indicated a want of re-
verence for God. He still looks for the best we
have to offor, and if we refuse it., the slip-shod
and undovotional prayer will turn into our own
bosom.

St. Louis Mo.

ONrY from the solid ground of some clear
creed have men done good, strong work in the
world. Only out of certainty comes power.-
Phillips Brooks.


