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forior to their brethren elsowhere ; that wo
have laymon 1., ~upablo, and sound of judgment,
as those of othor divceses ; and an assurance
given that wo shall be no longer treited as
children, or Indian wards,

But, ifiv be decroed that wo clerzy and laity
of Algoma, are incapable of forming an intel-
ligent opinion upon tho needs of ourdiocese ; or
of giving an intelligiblo expression of our opin-
ion whon formed ; and if) enpecially, our priests
are to be stingingly reproached, humiliated, and
branded with marks of immeusurableinferiority;
then, these things cunnot be too plainly stated,
nor the facts two widely known;so that when
our crushed and overwhelmed bishop is compoll-
ed tosond in his threatenod resignation, those of
ur who wish to preservo some lingoring traces of
nelf-respect may be prepured to follow his ex-
ample, C. J. Macuiw,

Gravonhurst, Juno 27th, 1894

Diocese of Ruperts Land,

SYNOD MEETING.

Tho opening service of the Synod of the dio-
cose of Rupert's Land was held in Holy Trinity
Church at 10 am.on the 27th June, in the
" prosence of o large congregation, composed of
clerical and lay delegates and many church
membery,  After the shortened Form of Prayor,

tho anthem, * How lovely are tho Mossengers,”
from Mendelsohn's St. Pavl, was given, pre-
ceded by the recitation and duol, * Now are we
Ambassador’s for Christ,” In placo of the usual
sermon His Grace the Archbishop deliverod the
following addross, reviewing the present condi-
tion of tho diocese and its work and progress
pinco the last meeting of the Synod :

TRevcrend Brethren and Brethren of the Laity:
In addressing you to duy I foel that I must first
of all congratulato you on the Consolidation of
the Church in Canada.  This is the consuma-
tion of many hopoes and effor(s, and wo all trust
that it will prove a great blessing to the Church,
Tho constitution that has been adopted should
be ominently satisfactory to our province, Wo
owe our organization as a province, und tho
formation of our dioceses to the countonance and
help ot kind friends, sepecially of the Church
Missionary Society of lngland, in the case of
tho four northern dioceses, [t would have been
very ungratetul on our part it we had accepted
what might have shaken their confidence in the
dirposition ot their funds or the liberty of their
missionaries. 1t was, therefore, neeessury that
the arrangements for the appointment of our
bishops rhould remuin with the province, and
that our provioce should be able to suspend the
application to it of measures of the General Sy-
nod of a coercive character unacceptable to our
peoplo or friends, There was  risk of opposi-
tion to such concessiong, There is an attract-
iveness in the simplicity of a singlo authority
and a natural foar of weakness in :illowing non-
concurrence in its decisions,  But better coun-
soln prevailod.  The draft of 4 conatitution that
was drawn up by a small commitieo at the Con-
ference in Winnipeg was adopted almost with-
out chango, first by the Conference in Winni-
pog and then by the General Synod in Toronto,
atter it had been vory fully discussed in the va-
rious Diocesan Synods and in the Provincial
Synod of the Provinco of Cunada. My dear
brother the Bishop of Caleconia has not yet
roen his way 1o join us. | am sure it he cuao
he would have a most hearty welcomo. Already
wo have to depiore the loss of one, who took
very aglive part in the General Synod, Tho
Bishop of New Woestminster by his Judgment
and conrideration very mutorially aidord the
wark of Consolidation and was naturally choson
as tho proachor at the great Thanksgiving ser-
vice in St Jamos' Cathedral, Toronto,  The
diveoso has fost its head at & very eritical Limo,
whon il is erippled and prostrated by those dis-

astrous floods, It should have our sympathy
and prayers. The basin of the constitution
adopted by the General Synod cannot now be
ousily changed, as the same conservative condi-
tions bave been laid down in it a8 exist in our
provincial constitution, but while we have rea-
sons to feol satisfied at securing these provin-
cial safeguards, it is not that we apprehend any
necessity for their exercise or that we do not
appreciute tho desirability of conforming, if
possible, to the decision of a majority. The
Consolidation of the Church has been heartily
welcomed throughout the Dominion and seems
to have met with the cordial approval of the
whole of the Church of England. The next
(enoral Synod meets in this city in Sept. 1896,
[ am sure our church people will give its mem-
hers a most hearty welcome and show a gener-
ous hospitality. There cannot but be many
immediate advantages in the Consolidation of
tho Church—a great increase of brotherly feol-
ing and sympathy from closer relations, an as-
surrnce of united action throughout the Domin-
ion in many ways as in tho same services for
special occasions—a fuller and more searching
discussion of all questions before u final deci-
sion—a greater securily for the maintenance of
sound doctrine and discipline, more power and
influence in dealing with the many social, edu-
cational and religious questions of the day.

Sull there are other practical benefits, which
wo should seek from Consolidation. The life
and progress of the Church must depend much
on wiso financial arrangements, When we ob-
serve the mission work of the Presbyterian and
Mothodist bodies in Canada, we cannot but be
conscious of great weakness in our divided ad-
ministration of funds. It seems to be impossi-
blo to have » proper enthusiasm in a Dominion
mission eflort whon every diocese has its own:
This limited and selfish degree of effort in crush-
ing out gencrous and broad views of duty can-
not but be hurtful to the diocesan mission effort
as it is to the Dominion. It was often said that
tho ronson the spontaneons interest and help of
our fellow churchmon in Fastern Canada in
work hore compared poorly with those of other
bodies, wus that we were not in the same Church
organization. I never rogarded thisas the vrue
renson, It would have beon strange 1f it had
beon, in view of the fact that the dioceses of
Nastern Canada had for so many years been
fostered by England though not in the same
organization. The renson was tho contracting
offect rosulting from each diocese having a sep-
arate organization for its own wants. Woe foeel
the need of a change. Our able and indefatiga-
ble secretary, who deserves our warmest thanks,
meets with ever incroasing difficultios in socur-
ing openings in the stronger parishes in the
cast for presonting our needs. It scems to be
thought by many that the home work of the
parish and diocese cannot withstand the with-
drawal of donutions to our work, and yet only
four Canadian churchmen in the east gave to
Mr, Rogers last yoar as much as $50. The other
Northwestorn dioceses need & change. They
have not the means that even we have of pulting
hefore the Church in the east their needs. Tho
Diocere of Algoma needs a change. The de-
voled Bishop, who hay for years spent himself
for tho diocese, when now in broken health in-
timating tho probability of resignation, says:
“Tho unsatisfuctory finuncial position of my
diocese and tho constant strain ot anxiety which
it imposes, have contributed largely to the deci-
sion referred to,”

But the dioceses of lastern Cunada, always
oxcepling Quebec, no less noed the change
thomselves. The deficioncy in the Mission funds
of tho Dioceses of Montresl, Torontoand Huron
excoeds $30,000, Tho remedy for this grave
position 1s not to contract the opportunity be-

“fore the public of giving, but to increase their

sonse of duly and privilogo, and arouse their.
inlorest. With a warm presentation of duty
accompanying s cloar and effective statemont

of needs, there would be a more liboral rosponsg
for home as well as for western claims, )iy
would be most effectually done by an inter.
change of well-qualified speskers. Unquestion.
ably there are great difficulties in the way of
such & common mission fand. The Union of
the Church was 80 long deforred—evon in tlig
Provinces of Canda—that independent dioceses
sprang up. All financial matters such as mis.
sion funds, clergy, widow and orphan funds
and superannuation funds belong to thediocese.
There are separate organizations in oach «ljo.
cese with varying regulations. How consoli.
dation of these can be brought about with due
regard to existing interests amid such comyli.
cations is a difficult question, probably at first
only tentatively and partially, but as things
are the Church cannot have the growth xnd
progross which we could wish and which iy
should have, and we canunot secure the full ud.
vantage of Consolidation. At the last Provin.
cial Synod the revision of onr constitution was
completed. The arrangement for the election
of the Bishop of the diocese, who should be the
Metropolitan of the provinco, which was aceopt-
ed by this Synod in Oectober, 1890, has been
finally adopted by the Provincial Synod und
now forms part of the constitution of the Prov-
ince. A canon, which has been approvel hy
the Executive committee will be submitted (o
you for carrying out the part assignod to this
diocese. And here, I may montion that the
General Synod resolved that the Metropolitaus
of the Xeclesinstical provinces in the Church of
England should receive tho usual and ancient
title of Metropolituns—namely, archbishop, |
have accordingly for convenience obtainel the
passing of a bill by the legislature ot this pros-
ince changing the title of the sole corporation
* Bishop of Ruport’s Liand.” I have toexpress
my satisfaction of the complotoness of the xtu-
tistical roturns this year,

The Execulive committeo on the resiznation
of W. Brock, who so kindly acted as honorary
treasurer, was indueed largely by his advice
and kind gift of 8100 to secure Synol rooms for
the troasurer, and to havea puid accountant
under the Daun, who kindly agreed to act us
honorary treasurer. It was also found neces-
sary to have an assistant secretary, owing to
the frequent and prolonged absences of the see-
retary, which the intorests of the diocese re-
quired, The increased expenditure, from these
arrangements, has beon abundantly justitied by
the convenieuces to the diocese and the business
shape into which overything is now brought.
Since lagt Synod we have with the vest of the
world passed through a period of deprossion,
ospecially sinco the last harvest, In many ca-cy,
the crops were seriously injurod by hot winds
just a8 they were ripening, and the whole prov-
ince suffered severely from the lownoss of prices,
The losses of the farmers are felt by all clusses.
The consequent depression has affected the
Church. Many of our clergy have not receival
the full stipend from their people, and the
grants from the Home Mission Fund have ouly
been puid by drawing on capital funds, At the
last Synod the treasurer reported that there wis
a noticeable decrease in the Home Mission 'und.
The deficiency was $3,291.64, but in spitcof the
deficiency wo resolved to supply a clorgyman
wherover the people in a new district wonld
properly meet a grant. Tho numboer of mis-
sions has been thus materially incroased—not
altogether by new missions—partly by re-cceu-
pying fields that for some cause had been fir
time without a resident clergyman. Since last
Synod, wo have had to rogrot the loss of six or
seven fnithful laborers ; but wo have anincrense
of fiftoon, while the missions of Ouk Lake ant
Souris are still vacant, and weshould bo Jooking
torward to pow missions at Ninga, Bilmeni,
Pipestone and perbaps the Brokenheud district
of Springfield. This moans a very lavgo adi-
tion to our yenrly exponditure, We thought it
well Lo act with faith, that Gad would provide



