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THE CHRISTIAN M1RROR.

==

GHUNERAL LITERATURE.
: LIGHT.

¥t igsaid that Sir Tane Newton, impressed as
hic was with the presence of the Deity in all
his wondertul works of crcation, could never
mention the name of Groxd without the greatest
awe.  Ile could see the name of the Al-
mighty inseribed: on every leal’ ml over the
earth.  Scicuee shoukl be joined to religion,
‘I'v illustrate these views, we will take the na-
tare of light.  Light! what iy light? It is
not & question that can he o nswered.

What is light, and whence comes lght 3—
In the first chapter of Genesis, it is pntdown
as the first work of Divine power.  Remem-
ber that God said, let there be Bght, and
there was light™  Milton, in his line com-
mencing, < il holy Ueht,” &e., beantifally
expresses his ideas in reference to this portion
ol God’s work—the creation of light.  Itis
the mort incomprehensible and most mysteri-
ous study of the age.  What has heen dis-
covered as regards its nature?  Why, that
liaht consists of extremely small particles of
matter; the filling up of wpace with these
amall particles of matter.  According to this
belief, light is matter ; but a more recent doc-
trine i3, that light is not matter, but the cx-
istence ol ether kept in motion by the wun or
fire 3 and when this ether is still there is
darkness.  In the presence of five, light ap-
pears, because this substance is kept in a
waving motion, am! whea put in motion 1
hecomes Feht.  The sun does not undulate,
hat the substance in the space; and this theory
i1 now.. generally admitted a3 an established
fuct.  Sir John Herschel says itis a beautiful
theory and ought to be established. Lord
Brougham says it i3 not cstablished, and
moreover it is net likely to be.

There ara then these two explanations of
the causes of light; but ducs cither give us a

Neither theory makes it known. Either
may scrve as a convenient basis for the xcience
of aptics ; but [ am not about to meddle with
the scienee of aptics—and refer onily the sub-
jeet by way of explaining the causes of light ;
for how utterly impossible is it to relute cither
docirine. Lt us consider the nature of light,
and theory advanced a= to its eause, and let
me remark atthe oulset, that according to the
philosophy of nature it must consist cither of
matter oF spirit. We have no language for
any other substance than these two.  Sup-
posc we conceive it to be matter or spirit.—
L~ wa urge that it is matter sent forth in ox-
tremely small pacticles. o the Grst place,
then, cach kind of matter that we know of
havits gravity,  All sabstinees oy earth are
held there by gravity 5 for instance, if a stone
L thrown up (rom the earth, it veturns, &e.
Tue sun. more than other matter, possesses
this geav.dy, and the planct Hersche, altivough
e ahicen hunded miflions of miles from the
aun, et it is ekl by the sun witivits m'ghty
sravity, ay it were at acm's length, as it
were imere lov. .

This sun emits zmall particles of watler or
fight,  Yes, light is matter—matter that does
wot gravitate 3 hence what becomes of oxr
defnttion o matter? Then again wmatter iy
223-0 10 be tangible, yet light is matter and not
tangible. Light takes no roon ; we sce it ;
yet wheee is it?  Cut it off and we «re in
dacknes<. It has-beep rushing by us con-
tinually as a viver of matter lowing on, yet
there 13 nothing there ; nothing accumulates.
¥e sco as it were an ocean of malter, yot =
never-lelt.” Other watters have . mechanicol
force when put in motion, but-whére is the
foree of light! By the merehanical laws 6f
nature, light should sweep the-carth’as a tor-
fiado, yet it 'doca not distarh a Yeaf or a fea-
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ther. "It penctrates where no wechafiicall
power can rcach, intd:the veyy: leart'@l 4]
diamond, yet it hay no;ffor'("e to pges$1he,. est
nerve. cod Y E
I( lighit be matter, as Siv Tsaag Newtoh as<
serts, then it is matter with the propesty of
spirit.  An incomprehensible miracle of the
Creator. Let us now. take up’ the. other
theory—that light is not matter, that no mat-
ter proceeds from the sun, but that light is
spirit or cther. Let ws suppose this tobe
truc.  I€ it be g0, the mystery is by no
means diminished.  Whatiscther!  Science
ducs not answer,
for granted that it i= natter, but whot right
hivs seicneo to say that it is matter?, Is it
matter or spirit?  You eéannot define the
properties of it.  Have Unot a right to call it
spirit 7 No man can refute me, and say that
it is not a spivit. 1 do not, however, wish to
commit myselfy but i’ it cannot be identified
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derful.it is in this view, for what arc the pro-
perties of gpirit? It ‘cannot be weighed or
handled. It is uothing to any of the bodily
scuses,  We can see lght; indeed we ¢an
sec nothing but light,
this is a fact for waterinlists,
secy, he belicves.
L ean see,  Show me something and-{ shall
béllevo it exizts,”  Therefore were T to make

What a man

hight, nothing but =pirit, nobody can contra.
dict me 3 and not only can we see thatepirit,
light, but we can analyze it; decompose it;
we can prove of what it consists, :
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‘cultics under cither doctrine.

is but one thing we can see, and that is the

then the mind is naturally -driven to.this con-
clusion, that this is a Divine agency.

Consider. some of the purposes of light,
a8 itis made o answer some of those pur-
poses.  Conzider tbe: condition of the blind,
or rather what would beo the condition of the
blind, provided they had no one thiat could see
to guide and'teach them. * * ¢ ¢ “Theq
how wonderful is this single agency of light,
how complete and maghificent the " result {—
Wae sce, and thank God for the boon,

The gt of I'ght—it is every thing—it is
onr day—it i3 our starry firmament—it is our
fire-side cheerfulness—when, going - out or
coming in, it is.our source of joy; it gives
the wisdom of books-~the wisdom ol éience
—it lifis the mind out of the deep dungeon of
ignotance ‘to’ stuilly ' the ‘sublime “and lovely
works of God, * 7 * ¢ T past wif)
take time to trace the connection .between
this matler and_spinit.” Now it scems 1o me
that there is somelhing wanting.in rising (rom
the sphere of matier into the sphare of~spirit.
Those who have followved me thus far -con:
cerning the nature-of ¥ght, irom the doctrine
which makes it” matierto thit which makes
it splrit, will have séen’the differcnce. © IVith
regard to matier, it wants substance—tiis a
blank.  With. regard. to_spirit, it wants some-
thirgdike an antlysis' and ‘conceiveableness ;
but'we need not iecide upon -ilie- merite of
the two rival-systeme. “We 'y “stilely s
that-our- canceplion of Ight "t 'Rold -the
middle way,betiveed mafiér and spiri t—thiat.it
belongs partly (o lioth, et (0 ncither- -a bridge
resting on either shore, S e o
+oTtie aa .much akin-taispivits gsitis-to fat
ter. Yetitis a substance that 'l éan'seé, of
svhose’reality. [ have scrse. Tt'is something
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glip't] cah admit’

.6r éxclude from. my ropm,

Physical scicnce . takes it}

as maller, it must be spirit; and hbw won-]

Nothing but’ spirit;

He eays, « I hetieve what

the assertion that we c¢an see nothing but

What shall we do, then, finding cqual diffi-
The truth is,
man is not competent to demonstrate wheéther
light is matter or whétHer it is spivit.  There

SVENC Jgeney oran Almiglity and wise Gl

yet the reali"'tvj' has as mgny'a&ropéi* itz ol epirit
as ithag-of matter,» 7. % i
Ttsedihsitp me ag an; cniblem of the invi.
Fsibfe worlda ladder Jet down from Heaven
by & ‘Swipréafe Ruling Powel, whithinone but
atheists will atteinptto deny, and none other
will for a moment call in® question the truth
of what [ now advance. The marks of dc-
sign, the tokens of Jove and care, the leaves
and buds-of Spring, declare-from cvery point
of immiengity the omnipresence of God.
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THE BENEVOLENCE OF TIIE P
CURISTIANS.

BY TIIE REVY. ROBERT JAMIEAON,
AMONG the various featurces in the character
of the primitive Christians, there is none that
so eminently claims our admiration az their
mutullove. Al the-details transmitted to us
of their social intercourge, and of their pub-
lic conduct, bespeaks the lively operation of
this Christian épirit.  And ‘when we read of
the deljghtful, harmony and- concord. that
reigned in their aseemblies, their ready dispo-
sition to render to every one: his -due,—the
high condescending to thoee of low degree,—
the poor giving (e tribute of their respect to
thosc whom Providence had placed in .a more
cxalted station,=—and all vying with amiable
rivalry, to promote each other’s happiness and
wellare,.wo. perceive the strongegrounds of
the proverbial observation of the- heathen,
¢ Behold how these Christians Jove one ano-
ther 17 Not only when they were small in
numbers, and, mecling together almost daily,
were well Known 10 -each other, did "this ad-
mirable aflfection prevail -among them, but
how widely soever they  might: be separated,
the ardour-af: their love suflered no diminu-
tion ; and forgetting every other distinction in
that of ‘licing the followers anu firiends of the
Saviour, they ‘Sympathized® i edch other's
joys and sorrowa.” Whatever blessing one of
their number hud reccived, was a subject of
lively gratitude to all 5 and whatever calamity
had befallgn ‘a'single mémber epread a gloom
over the wwhole community, ~ Bound to each
other by 'tiés infinifely holier and dearer than
any that belong to the world, they looked upon
themselves as members; of the same-conrmon
fanily. . Every time 1that they mwet, ei-
thet, .in_ their, own houses or in their
public’ asscmblics, .ihey interchanged  the
kiss, as a hadge of fellowehip, and token of
the wariest affection.  Though totally wn-
connected by ties. of' conranguinity, they ad-
dressed each other; according to their respec-
tive age and sex, by the name.of father, mo-
ther,* brother, sister. Though naturally se-
parated by distinction of ‘rank and diversity of
colour, nothing could coot -the ardour or pre—~
vent.the ‘reciprocities -of their -mutual love.
The knowledge: of the simple fact, that any
onc was a follower of Jesus, changed him at
ence [rém a stranger info a friend ; crealing a
union betiweén them ' not 'to ‘'bé descriled by
the ol scifish“frféndship of the world ¢ and
to ‘thef “belongs’ the peculiar distinction of
rcalising a state.of society. which many ;phile-
sophers have been delighted 1o pictore to their
fancy and.wished for in-. vain,~the:idca of.a
community nnited.by no olher bond than the
golden chain of universal love,,

* One very’ rémarkable “way 'in “which “this
love mhhifestéd itself, was in ‘fho' care’they
took oftheir poorer hréthirén, “Among thém,
as in évéry’ ‘association  of ‘men; “ihe ‘necdy
and desttute were found, . The duty.of, pro-
viding for these was not Jeft to the gratuitics

of’ private individuals, whose. situation. .gave
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* A. Christian’ Husband @id" wot give 1he natne of
mother to his,\yife,-{hpwc\"gs,. ar advanced in )ife she

mightlic. * She then reccived lhe ﬁél[?ﬁqn.o{ aisler.
— Lurnéi®s Caliimhies on-fAk' P)Shﬁh;‘e ‘Chfistians.
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