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86 . v - Natural Hifory of Lioxs.

that hunger muft naturally have the cfe@

of now and then infpiring fo firong and .

pimble an animal with uncommon in-
srepidity and courage. Morcover, being
zecuflomed’ always itfelf to kill its own
food,, and -that with the greatet eafe, as
meeting with. wo refiftance, and- cven fre.
quently to devour it weltering in its blood,
it cannot but be eafily provoked, and ac-
quire a greater- turn for ceuchy. than ‘for

generoficy ; but, on” the octher band, not’

being accuftomed to meet with any rafiil-

ance, it is no wonder thatwhen it does, it -

fould fometimes befaint-hearted and cren
¢ fallen 3 and, as 1 have already faid, fuffer
- mfelf ‘10 be feared . away with a cudgel,
Here follows another inflance of 1his faél.
-~ A yeoman, a man of veracity ({Jacob
" Kok, of Zeckoe-rivier), related to me an
-adventure he hady-in thefe words. One
. day walking over his hands with-a loaded
" gun, he unexpedledly mér with 2 lion.—
Being sn cxcellent fhor, he thought him.
. Kelf pretty cerqain; in the pofition he was
- 10, of Killing it, and therclore fired his
pitcc. ~Unfortunately he did not recolle®

. thit the charge had been in it for fome -

time, and confequently was damp ; fo thae
his piccelhung tire, and the bail falling
fhore, entered the ground clofe to the lion,
In confequence of this he was feized with
.a panic, and toak direétly to his feet; bue
Being foon out of breath, and clofely pur.
fued by the lion, hie jumped up on a little
Beapiof flones, and there made a fland,
prefenting the butt-end of his gun o his
advesfary, . fully  refelved to "defend” his
Efe as weil as he couldto the utmott. My
driend.did not take upon. him -to deter-
mine, ‘wherher this .pofiticn and ‘manaer

of his intimidated the lior or not: it had, -

Yorwever, Tuch an effe€t upon the creature,
that'it’ likewife' made a ftand; and what
wis flill more fingular, laid itfclf down at
the diftance of a few: paces irom the heap
of flones, feemingly quite unconcerned,

Fhe' fportfiman, in the mean while, did.

mot dare totir a flep from the fpot : be.
#ides, in his flight he-bad the misfortuns
0 Jofe his'powder horn. At length, after
waiting a good half hour, thelion rofe up,

‘and ‘at firft'went very fldwly and fiep by’

fiep, “as'if it had a mind 10 fteal off ; but
=5 foon'as it got toa greater diftance, it
Jegan to bound away at a great rate. -lc
isvery probable, that the .lion, like the
hyxna, does not_eafily venture upon any.

puts itfelfin a pofiure of defence: It is
Svell' knovwn, that it does not like the
holnd, ‘ind ont’ jts. prey- by .the fcent,
fcither’does it-openly hunt.other animals
Atleall the only<inflance ever ' known of
this, is' thar'whiel 1 have “mig

e

. catable partof the carcafle.

ntiontd < bea

fore, in vol, i. p. 307, In which it is
fpoken of as having hunted an clk:anti-
lope, though it might poflibly he, that
this wild beait was redyeed by extrems
hunger to fuch an extraordinary éxpedi-
ent. The lion, nevarthelefe is fwilt of
foot. Two hunters informed me, that an
imprudent and fool-hardy companicn of
theifs, was clofely purfucd by alivn in

" their tight, and very viearly ovestaken hy
. ity though he was mounted on an exael-

lent hunter, . .
‘The lion's firensthis confiderable, *This
animal was once feen at the Cape to take
an heifer in his mouth, and though thelegs
of this Iatter dragged on the ground, yet
feemed o carry her off with the fame eafe

“asa cat does arar.” Iv likewife joaped o. -

ver a broad dike with her, without the leaft
difficulty. A bufalo perhaps would be -
too cumbzrfume for this beail of prey,not
withflanding his Rrengeh Tofeize and car-
ry off dvith him in the manncr above men.
tioned. -T'wo yromen, upon-whole vera-
city § can place fome confidence, gave me
the following account relative to thismat.
ter :

¢ Being a. hunting near Bothics-man-ri-

" vier with feveral Hottentots, they percei-,
- veda lion dragging a bufulo from the plain

to a neighbouring weedy hill,  ‘Fhey,
however, foon foreed it to quit its prey, in.
order ‘to-make 2a-prize of it themiclves ;
and found thar this wild beafi had had the
fagacity to take out the butfalo’s farge and
unweildy entrails, in order ta be ablethe
caficr to make off with the flethy and morc
The wild beaft
however, as foon as he faw from the fRires
of the wood, ' that the Hottertors had be.
gun ro cdiry .off the fieth. to the waggon,
frequently peeped out upon them, and pro-
bably with no. kittle mortification.' “The
lion's frength however, is faid not to bz
fufficient alone to get che better of 1o large
and ftrong an animal as’ the butfalo 3 buc
in orderto make it his prey, this fierce
creature 35 obliged to- have recourfe both

1o agility.and flratagem :-infomuch, that’

ftealing on the butaloy it faftens with
bath “its  paws upen “the nefirils and
mouth of the beafl; and keeps fqueczing
them clofe together, tiil'st lengtivttic erea-
ture is firangled, weatied out, and dies.

T A certain colonifi; according. to report,

had bad an opportunity of fecing an attack

) _of this Kkind j-and others had reafon ta
&réatané that'makes a fland againflit, and °

cbnclude, -that fomething “of thiis nature
had paedysfrony fecing buffaloes,. which
had ¢feapedfrom the clutchesof lious, and
hore the ‘marks’of thelaws of thefe ani«
mals “about their mouth’and nofe.  They.

- afferted, however,that che lionitfeif rifgoed -
its life in fuch attempts, €fpecially if any

T other



