GABLE ENDS.

THE ONTARIO LAW SCHOOL.

The Law School of the Provinee has re-
sumed its work with some changes both
in the curriculum and in the staff of lec-
turers. Lectures to students at law, in
some form or other, have been in vogue
for very many years. In the earlier
period of legal education in the Province,
the students were required to * keep
term,” a relic of an old English custom,
and lectures during that time—which
was while the full courts were sitting for
term business at Osgoode Hall—were de-
livered by eminent members of the Bar
in a comparatively small room in the east
wing of the buildlng. This was a laud-
able undertaking, as far as it went, but
the general advance of education, colle-
giate and ovherwise, made changes imper-
atively necessary. Conservative, as law-
yers proverbially are, any conservatism
that had its seat at the Hall quickly re-
sponded to the progressive spirit of the
times and the professional needs of the
country. The teaching faculty was in
due time organized on a broader and more
liberal basis. (Greater inducements were
held out to experienced and able men to
take part in the work of instruction.
The eurriculum was revised, the standard
of examinations raised, and richer prizes
tor proficiency in the educational course
were held out to diligent and deserving
students. The habitat of the student was
also completely transformed. The old lec-
ture room in the east wing was discarded.
and a large, handsome and well-equipped
annex erected for the exclusive use of the
school in its modernized form and with its
madernized methods of instruction. In a
word, the whoie system of legal education
was reformed and immensely improved, so
much <o that a law student of twenty
years ago would now scarcely recognize
the accessories and interior economy of
his professional alma mater.

For these great and beneficial changes
in legal education, a real debt of gratitude
is due the Law Society. The results, as
a whole, have been of incalculable advan-

tage to the student and to the profession
atlarge. A well-educated Bar is a nation-
al boon. If, by reason of the higher tests
of ability and learning now exacted, the
avenues to professional preferment have
been made more difficult, the goal, when
reached, is proportionately more honour-
able. A call to the Bar is a greater re-
ward of merit than it ever was before.
The legal grist, if less in quantity, is infin-
itely better in quality. This, it is admit-
ted, has been very largely, if not mainly,
due to the Law School, the efficiency and
good influence of which have come to be
universally recognized. Under the altered
conditions of its advanced and practical
curriculum, it is fully equal, if not super-
ior, to any institution of the kind on the
continent.

The School was established on its pre-
sent basis in 1889. It is conducted
under the immediate supervision eof the
Legal Education Committee of the Law
Society, subject to the control of the
Benchers. Mr. Charles Moss, Q.C., the
chairman of the committee, and Mr. B. B.
Osler, Q.C., have been particularly active
in promoting the interests of the institu-
tion, and they have had thc energetic co-
operation of other members of the Bench.
Attendance at the School is made com-
pulsory. The course is three years, and the
term of instruction seven months in each .
year.

The course of study is a very thorough
one. It embraces every branch of jurispru-
dence, not excepting private international
law and cognate subjects, such as Cana-
dian constitutional history and law. The
holding of weekly moot courts, for the
forensic argument of legal questions, is
one of the features of the lecture room.
The examinations, which are strict and
searching, are being gradually brought
within the immediate control of the school
staff. For some years past there have
been two intermediate examinations in
addition to those for solicitor and for call
to the Bar. The “intermediates,” it is
understond, will be abolished next May,
and other examinations substituted that



