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MY CREOLES:

A MEMOIR OF THIE

MISSISSIPPI VALLIEY.

By JOHN LESPERANCE,

Author of * Rasalba" * The Bastonnais,” &v.

Rook I,

TWo BLACKS DO NOT MARE ONE WHITE.
NL
THE HANNS AREESTUD.

Ory departed on her ermnd, and we twe re-
wmained seated in the gloom. My host then

a mysterious silence ; one, an old friend, a man
to whom 1 owe much and who stands deservedly
higlt in the eves of all, whispered in my ears s
few words of caution. 1 pressed him to be more
explicit ; he answered that if T had wit enough
ought to understand what he meant, and that
if T wanted more particulars or hetter authority,
I shonld apply to the curate.  Indeed, he urged
me as a matter of duty to go to- the priest be-

wzatn took up his discourse
=1 hiave ondy a few wonls more to say, and 1
il barry over them. 1 wani to bring you
whit through this first part of my histay,

Ax ovou can easily inagine, o alten

are supposed fa be {uviclate, bhut thes
not, and i a small community as ours
wax they were repeated with ali sorts of rom-
ments and  additions,  OF conrse, the whale

blame fell upon e Tt has been oy fage ]

thanugh Tife te be a seapegoat in every contr
versy or quarrel, | oalwavs was the tain
wether of the tlock, The disgracefal charge

which your grandfather made was fastened on !
- as with hoeoks of iron, anwd from that day to

iix, poblicopinion has connected me, in some
wvsterious manner, with the Jdeath of a com-
anon streetazirl, who was mpurdered by her lover.
I need not teil yon, my son, that 1 was notonly
sostranger 10 the deed, bur a tonal stranger to
the woman.

“Years passed 1 years of hitterness and isol-
ation. 1 withdrew to my farm and there lived
all aloue, nursing my resentment and schooling
wyseli to misanthropy., My parents died ; my
two sisters married and removed from the
Siate. T was lefl solitary, with not a true friend
cu the parth ol a thensand enemies. At first
T did not care. I was rich; | had all the com-
sorts 1 desired 1 1 had the ever-weleame society
of my sdear b vks, the true love of my beautiful
flowers, 1 flaunted my independenes. But in
the courseof time a feeling of uneasiness and dis.
wust took possession of me ¢ I needed some dis-
traction 1 | wanted the companionstip of at least
one faithful hearzo 1 tried travelling, I vou
know the proverb, cafune aomn animn. 1 al.
vavs returued unsatisfied, st seeking - for
what 1 vouldl net find, s:ull havkering fora
vhantem that «ver fled hefore me. ‘

A length, in the course of sy lonely rides
through the conutry, | ade the sequaintanes
of a shopde and honorable fimily newr Floris-
sant. They were persons in humble circum-
stanees, but they had a priceless treasure in the
prerson of their anly danghier. 1 was well re-
varived there from the f amd from the finst,
oo, 1 found favor iy the eyves of the girl. Our
friewdship grew @ my visirs became maore fre.
spuent ;D lattersd myaell that ut fast ] had dis-
envered the being who was predestined 1o canse
wy happiness, 2~ | vowed that 1 should proeare
Lers Hoever she were mine. My iutentions
were soon uttderstaod 3oy proposals were met
Lalfway., Ina word, the girl and I were be.
trothed. Life seemed dawning with a new light
before me. The. Suandav of the banns was
eed npon, o dispensation wax to have been
tained for the rwo later publications aud we
were to e areiel on the Monday following.
The edor af the piney.woods eomes to me as
fresh and balsamie this evening, Carey, ns ivdid
21 rode homie on Uit Blessed Friday night,
¥ Vet g,

“On the Saturday evening 1 went back to

Florissant with ax light @ heart,  Danticipated
wodebahtful interview, taitking over those thoan.
sand little details, on the eve of marriage, when

n Yonugster finds himself, for probably the first

and oondy time in his ife, milliner, honse-
Kerpur and general purveyor. - As | approached
the house, | found it was closed,. but on hiear.
ing the sound of horse's hoofs, my father-in-law
elect cam to the door. 11 needed ondy a ghunes
to show me that something was wrong with
Liim, but | took heart, saluted and entered, He

followed and we both taok a seat. 1 loquired !
after the family. He replied that his wite el

daughter were abwent.

¢ Gone to the neighbors 77 L said in ncareless
way which il dissembled my anxicty and an-
noyance, '

¢ No, sir, gone to town,” said my host.

““In that case, they will soon be here,” |
murmared, somewhat reassured.

** ¢ No, sir ; they are gone for the night,” re-
turned the former coldly.

‘¢ ¢ Why, this is singular,” said 1. -

““ €1t is singular, sir; and painful, but it had
to be dane and 1 did it,’ answered the ather.

““ Poth the manner of the mav and the strange-
sess of his statement roused me completely, and
T somewhat peremptorily asked for an explan-
ution.” The farmer gave it in a calm, respectful,
Lut firm voice.

**To-day, sir, I had occasion to go to town

to market, and while thera met, as usual, many
of my friends. . The marriage of my daughter
was the first topic of conversstion. = A few con.

afatulated me on the event ; the majority ket :

ton |
was soun nobsed abroad. The proceedings of |

fore returning howme. 1 was very much put out
thy all this, 1 hesitated for a long time.  But
p ot length, for the sake of iy dear daughter, who
1 omy all on this earth, 1 decided upen follow-
ing my friend’s advice. 1 exposed the whole
vase to the priest, promising to abide by his de.
iston. Mtera cong pause and many evident
¢ cgns of nneasiness, he finally told me enough
Do fnduee me to act decisively, T immediately
Prode home, informned my wife and daughter of
{what the privst had said, and—"

o Wiat did the priest say ¥ 1 asked gloom-
iy,

“CThese were his precise words @ 1 will
v uothing il of Mr. Heetor Paladine and 1
aict say anything geod.™  You understand,
sir, that, coming from a priest these words
could bear ouly one interpretation.’

SO understami,” b mattered,

e ¢ Now,! contintted the farmer, 1 toll my
wife and daughter that the marriage was broken
off, and that to avoid the painful scene which
would take place if you met them here to-night,
they must w0 amd remain a day or two in the
city.’

1 hardly heand what the man said. 1 was
overwhelmed. [t seeted as though the world
were crumbling around me and that [ was abent
to be buried under its ruins.  Bat 1 remasined
immovable in may seat; no softness stole over
me ; oo tears came to my eves. 1 bore the
whole weizht of this terrible blow withont the
quiver of a4 musele. But still 1 was aanihil-
ated. They say that if you hut touch with
vonr finuer the rivid form of » persou struck
dewd by Hghtniug, it will ernmble into ashes.
86, too, n breath mizht have overtlirown me
now, a4 stizde tender emotion might have dis:
solvad e into a-deluge of tears. But I saw
itothing befure me cxeept the humble and stern
father, who idulged in no sentiment, utterad
no sympathy for me, and who in his narrow.
minded aprighuress sat staring there at only
ane thing —his duty, ‘ :

Y Aad your daughter I Iventared to ask at
last. .

¢ ¢My dienghter, sir, eried till 1 thought her
heart would “hreak, bat she obeyed - my com-
mand, mounted with her mother and drove to
tawn.'

ORbe feft mes no message P 1 oasked again,
after another prause,

0 Nova word,” repiied the favmer,; withoaat
finching. :

“1aroese. The change of position broke my
paralysis.  The viadietive blood rushed through
wy veins and shot to my brain.  Regret was
drowned in vage. 1 could searcely hold my hat
fn my hand, so vinlently did | shake.

$C4RinT waid 1, *who was the ‘particular
ririend who advised you so urgently to see the
priest about this ¢ . .

“The farmer had - risen, too, and was atand-.
ing near, iun a stolul, deferential attitude, in
which there was not the slightest indieation of
i fear.  He answered :

i
§
i
i
i

{1 don’t kKuow as [ ought to give the name,
sir.’ :
iy

1 have the right te know it,
he ¥ 1 insisted, boisterousty. :

4 Lthink it best notto el vou,” was the
i calm reply. .

I advanced a step, threateniugly, but, by a
superbnman effort, restrained myself in tine.

¢ Fxewse my violence, sir,” I said+ ¢ 1 am
; hatdly master of myself. | would not touch a
{haiv of your head. Resides, | need press you
1na farther, for 1oknow the pérson in question.’
*The farmer looked up, inquiringly.
1t is Robert Florteal,' 1'shoated, )
o The man dropped his heal” and said no.
i thing. ~

“1 put on ‘'my. hat, strode out of the house
without looking vight or left or saying a word,
flung myself irto the anidle and rodenfl. ~ My
! horse turned to the read leading homeward, but
i 1 ravagely jerked his hewd fnto the opposite di-
rection | and “made  for the desp woods that
loomed darkling in the distanee, AN that night,
Carey—and [ shall never forget it while I live
—] wandered along the narrow, .devious, un-
i beaten paths of the forest. 1 was more dead
;thanialive. The legendary corpse of Dugneselin
{that was strapped to the saddle had as much
cvolition as 1. "My linihs were rigid i my heart
! was drained of its bload. It had all rushed to
{ my brain, and there it bubbled and seethed till
!

Who. was

i my forehead - almost  burst, “Oh! the horrid
! night. 1 dare not tell you the demoniacal
{ thoughts, fanciss sind “visions whi-h flitted
throngh my “Lewd oo that solitary ride, " Now
nd again ( had 0 moment of reapite as a puff

of wind stirred the branches above me, and
when 1 heard the rush of ‘the distant river or
the cry of some animal that was startled from
its lair. But my agony did not cease till 1
amerged from the wood and: found mysell an
the brink of s highland at the junction of the
Missouri and - Mississippi rivers.. - The sight of
the meeting waters and the white clifls, under
which Alton now stands, resplendent with the
bright beams of the rising sun, restored me to
consciousness and calm. 1 dismonnted and
picked my way down to the bauk. Stooping
to the water | buthed my head copiously, till }
felt thoroughly refreshed. My poor horse had
followed me unbidden down the elitl, and he too
sought mestoration in long dranghts. 1 was
fully twenty niles from the «ity, but 1 did not
hesitate to return at onee, 1 gutloped nearly all
the way. On passing through the streets 1
heard the church bells ringing.  This cansed
me such o pang that 1 gavetip my design of
stopping to breakfust at the ivn, and continued
my rapid ride to my farm,
“1 never fully recovered fram this blow,
Carey. 1t has left its traces on my whole life
and character. To it 1 atiribute my exeeration
of the clergy. 1 lawve never forgiven that priest,
ansd my hatred has extended to the whale order,
I had not believed in or practised ernventional
worship: I was, however, veligions at heart,
but the meanness, the cowardice, the injustice
of which | became the vietim on this eccision,
forever blasted all. devotional vellpities within
me. | would have horsewhipped that priest in
presence of the whole town, hut respect for the
girl whom | loved deterred me.  Indend, it is
on her account, more, even, than an WMy OWn
that this event has left such awful rancor and
vengeanece in my mind.  For, my boy, within
six months after the breakiug off of the nver-
riage, without juy ever seeing her aguin, or
heating a word from her, she died of grief and
despair.  In her green grave, on the Flonssant
hills, she sleeps, the martyr of lave and  the
victim of persecution. 1 have named my
daughter Ory after her.”

At these words, M. Paladive interrupted his
discourse.

XiL

GnING, GoING, snNES

It was a great relief to me when | heand Ory’s
step in the hall, and immedistely after saw her
enter with eandles and the tea things, Much as
M. Paladine's narrative interested me, frow the
revelatious which it made and the elne it was
gradually giving me to the dresd life mystery
which I was so anxicus to penetrate, yet his
language and whole  manner betrayed w5 wangh
passion  still nusubdued, -and so listh: of the
tiue spirit of Christian forgiveness, that 1 we-
toally suffered as 1 lstened to him.  Ory wmust
have noticed something of thix in my counten-
anee, for as she set the table she looked sertous
and sad.  Observing that she placed only two

to'join ns at supper.  She interrupted mue bath
with eye and gesture, and said in a tow voice !

T4 j-cannot take anvthing now. 'l gn oot
on the gallery. When  you want anything
please call and T will come at ouee.”

She theu retired.  Her fathier, secupisid with
his own thonghts, had not heeded vnr calloquy,
but approached his chair to the table and in.
vited me 1o do the same. -As soon ax | bad done
50, the old gentleman began : )

‘“ Kat heartily, (arey. DBy the time yiu oot
through your supper I shall ‘be through with
my story.”

Though I knew thatin his present nmod ex.
postulation was useless, T <till mildly suggeated
that he should at least take u cup of tea and a
bit of toast before e went on.

S Never mnd - me, Carey,” anidd he, <1 will
et all the better when §ahall have done speak.
ing, for then my mind will be ecasier,

C ot The popular enmity against me after this
event, far from . lessening, wmereased fmneasur.
‘ably.  Wonld you belisve it 7 Lustend of pity.
ing me inany way, my enmmies Laid the death
of poor Ory to_my charge.  Your grandfather
particularly dietingnished himself in this re.
newed hestility,  He publicly stated that he
would not be satistied till | had been driven out
of the conntry. ~ To aveid seeing me puss before
hia gate, he threw out the park, which still ex.
ist:, betwren the front of his house and the road,
and lined the fence with trees.

¢ Aud vet, on one occasion, | had the chanes
to do him a service, and prowiptly offered my-
self.  He was always actively engaged in qnar.
rving rock, and, though he kept an overseer,
was fond of suprrintending the works himsell,
He came npon the - ground, one day, just after
the drills inan immense ledge hiad been charged
awl the fuses dighted.  He seems not 1o have
noticed the faet, nor did his men see him ap:
proach, as they ratreated at yroper dixtances to
places of “shelter.. The consegence” wias that
when the mines - exploded Lie was buried under
fragments of rock.” His negroes, as is generally
the ease with them on sueh neeasions,. fustend
of radhiing to the asaistaitee of their waster, ran
up toward the house, ntteriug lund lamentations
and making frontic gestures; . 1 happened to be
passing by at ‘the time. - Snspeeting n catas-
trophe, 1 leaped from my horse and hurried
down to the quarry. | there saw_your grand.
father trying to raise-his head wnd chest from
the mass of stone piled around and ‘upon hin,
He had partially sueceedad, but 1 noticed at a
glance that e wis bebd panned to ihe carth Ly

a huge block which teated on lix thighs and

covers, [ asked her aloud “if she did not intend | an tmmense srowd.

Togs. | atoopad to.extrivate him,  As woon us
he saw me, his pale face turned almost black,
atid he wotioned to nie to stand offt. As 1 pers
sisted iu my-good work, he cried o o faint voier
¢ Hegoune from here, 1 tell you,' * Lot me re-
maove this stone, and then 1 will go at onee,” 1
replied, full of pity for the perversity of the nan,
Rut. he shouted again, now lowdeér and more
angrily than before 1 ¢ Let ane alone. weald
ruther div than have my life at your hunds 1 1
stopd oft in blank astonishment.  Fortunately,
just thon two of his negroea had returued, and
were gaping at us from the top of the quarry. |
crind to them to run down:at once, and save
their muster; 1 then walked o little ant of the
wity till 1 saw them push off the stane, and take
upyour grandfuther, wha, besides manv internal
and external bruises, bt o componnd fractue
of the right leg, - He was confined to thie bouse
for nearly a year, i

“You can imagine, wmy voung lrieud, how
tearibly | was fapressed by this evento 1 had
never sought a reconcilintion with Florival, or
indecd withany of my envmies, but T this
time [ became conviteed thteven a trise to
anp hostility was for everimpossible. New fuel
was pow sedded to my thame of vengenanee, arelin
the uext few vears the least preteuees wonld baye
breen jubilnntly selzed by me o take my etemy’s
lite. .

“Phe day of revenge camee at length, thoayh
noet sk as Toexpectsde 1 thank heaven o
that it was a bloodiess retnibution,

I s eanctly twenty yeursogeo this July that
vour grandfather died, His death was awtuily
sudden, It startled evervhiody, He bl Doanely
time ta communieats his last wishes o ki
tamily and the clergyon, wastold tha he
ad forgiven all his eneinies. By s eliest son

your "nelis James, whe died o vear
seemed to have inherited his father™s annipatboe
at least against me. Hednvited the whete Crenle
vommuuity to the funerad-—and 1 was o goand
funeral. [ alone was ot fovited.  Soon odter,
1 bad anather proof of hisill-will,

*To everyhody's surprise, your graydiatheds
estate was found hopelessly fnvolved and ¢ had
ta be sold. 1 was the neareat neiphbour, haviug
gradually extended mv farnr by buying up ail
the lund hetween the Florival grovndsan e
Atthe time that the sale was announcad, T Lad
no intentian of appraring ju the market, bur v
came to my varsthat vour Unele James eyt
to foree me from ity even i bappearicd ason prrs
ehaser.  Heasserted that some time hedore s
death, his father, on pevealiog to him his hank-
ruptey, had expressed s fear that § wonld o
analicious Joy fw inheriting his bomestead,
that te prevent sueh a disgrave he should
his frirnds aud relatives olab tugetbier gooas 1
outbid rae to the bitter end, When § heand of
thiis, Tt opee determined to boy The g,
That was to bewy mvenge, Even it 0 oo
my whole fortuue, even 0 Dhad o pay oy
its ovalie 1 opesolved that the estat- 0 ontid
imine. : .

*OThe dae of sale camne 2t length,

IR

TR Ton

ke my appeataner and wion {divmo

b
vmineas bum and st geeeted noe It

Your Upele Jatpes and athers of the famiiy
inside the ring, dirstly undet the st 5 g
Asteseription of the praperty wa
termx o the sale wers snnoanesd, ¢
ding ropumenced. At firer the coai of W
very languid. A few Gistd theusamis wers of-
fored, . The auctionesyr ke'pi 'hu‘ul!in.'.( hits headd
and rofling his eyes in every divention ot .y
ing the provoking riturnel, * guiog, golvg. At
length Teried putiva loud voen ‘

“CTen thoneand dollars ¢

It wasas ifa bomb had burst o that vast

prowd.  Thete were jmrminrs and laughites .
handrsds of eves tnrned. reund o Jook ar me
Your Upele Lames, secing that now the Latiie
Lad. bigmu, © went about busthing among hye
friewds, Taying his handon therr<honbors, wihie.
prring in their ears, nodding his heal

fUThe anstioneer gave me g graceind * Thank

vou, §in" and repeated dnoao vilimating, i

plant tone '

“# CTen thousand dollars ©

‘“Hiwvoice was fmmedintely coversd by an
other brl, then aunther and aiother wnd an-
ather. 1t was hike theerackling of o buuneh of
boy's petards, or a rolling fire vver i solidi's
grave, The erowd got exeited 500 swayed 1o and
fro. There were shmificant winks, ~livugs, nudg.

ings and nods.  The populsce always enjay a
wicked and peiilons gawe, T operedned in s
original positien, quite cool, though serion ant
terribly determined. '

At lenuth the Beure rose to farty thousand:
dollars. 1t was my bitl, The anctioueer rolind
staver and over with thatsardosic grin peeling
to nuctioneers when they are taying with high
stankes. No one .ﬂm-nwdvdixlm-am'i to break in v
the next decabeof thousnnde, Then (he IS0 -
eer begra weesiwing with s arm, wodsieinge 10
metion every time with * ' only otffired * i
Cgoing, goiug,” il the movenment dwined)l
down tothe wrist und hand prepiratoiy tp the
Inst strnke whieh is figuratively e:xdled the stroke
of the hwmmer,  He had opened his mouth to
pronounce the fatul word “gone,’ when yaue
Unele Tames, ina it of despair, crivd out':

:: ‘Stop the sale t T withdraw the preperty
A loud cheet greatud thisdoclaration,

*The auctioneer bowed blandly and said with
anile
You forgat, sir, that this is o shapht's sale,
aud only the law can stopil, Besides, bowa fide
bidi iave been given and the progrty is banid
to go to the higheat and laat call.!




