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which, in the first houri of bis accession, claimed
his attention. But hie looked forward with impa-
tient hope-hope which hie hardly dared to analyse,
to a renewal of constant intcrcourse with Mary ; and
no sooner ivas thc ceremonial of the king's inter-
nient ovcr, and thc court rcstorcd to tranquillity and
order, than hie sent to requcst an interview with her.
It was immediately grantcd, and withi a beating
hcart the yourig king l)repared to enter her presence.

She received hiin alone, iii an apartment hung
with blackç, and which, but for a ray of sunshine
that strcamed throughb a narrow painted ivindow of
staincd glass, would have required somne artificial
aid to rcndcr the objects it contained discernable,
amnidst the doubtful gloom. Mary herseif, dressed
in the decpcst înourning, her beautiful hair unorna-
snentcd, and wrcathcd in simple and becoming
braids around hier lîead, ivas seatcd at a table
covcrcd with papers and implements of îvriting.
Her page Ivas inii vaiting, but she dismisscd himn to
the ante-room whcn Francis was annouitccd, and
rising, advanced to mnet the youthful monarch, with
such a winning air of majcsty and grace, that the
enamoured prince involuntarily bent one koce to kiss
the offéed hand that she extcnded towards hinm.
Mary biushed at this unlookcd for and irnpassioncdl
bornage, aîîd said ivith slight embarrassnicnt:

"Your mnajcsty, in doing me this honour, forgets
perhaps, that nay transient reign As cnded, and that
the simple Mary of En-land, is no longer entitled
to the homnage yielded ta the qucen of Louis."~

"That bornage which it has been the dcligh' of
ail hearts to render hier," said Francis, "ias the
voluntary tribute of an adsniring people to lier vir-
tues and hier beauty, and still, under whatcver tiLle
she is hiencefortli known to themn, she must retain
the undividcd empire of their love and admiiration."

Mary Ivas touched by tIse fervour and sincerity of
bis tone, and after a rnomentary paiuse she said :

"Yotir majcsty bas ever judgcd me with indul-
gyent kindncss, and 1 have to tbank you, îvhich from
my heartlIdo, for many, many instances of your
considerate friendship and regard. The remsem-
brance of alI 1 owe to your gencrous cifort.3, fur
chees'ing my hours of gloom, and promnoting my hap-
piness, during my constraincd residence hure, will
ever dwvell vvith me, and I pray heaven to grantime
some opportunity to express by aets the undying
gratitude of my heart."1

"Il ask but one expression of it, if indeed 1 am
entitled to such au emotion from hier to Whom 1 owe
the happiest moments ofsny life," said Francis with
animation-" 1 have sought your &race at this time,
to receive from, you instructions respecting your
future arrangements. Since the <bath ofhis late
majesty, you have intimated to me your intention
of returning to England-but permit me to deprecate
that step-to intreat, as a proof of your friendship-
your gratitude-if that word, misapplicd as~ it now

is, will ivin you to my wish-that @lhe, who (0r '$
brief space bas lent sucb unequalled lustre toOe
court, ivill still rernain to formi its ornament3'
lboast, to infuse into it the ceeance of hier accO0O
plished mind, and lead its rising beauties, to iitiite
thc model of aIl that is inust loveiy and attractive '0
their sex."1

"lThe youthful beauties of your majesty's court,
retursscd Mary, "can have no models worthier Or,
imitation than your virtuous and cxemplary qU1eo'
your talented and witty sister-imracin in whO0
society I have reaped instruction andI dulight,
whom I shahl ever remember with affection i
regret.'

"May 1 sot then aame their united wishcî
another motive for your rernaining vwith us 'f 5 skeÀ
the king, to whoxn, however, the praises of )lis queco
sounded like a reproach to lsitigscf-and[ from, 'l'hol
hoe would ivillingly have parted forever, col
lie have found any l)retext for doing-, so, axîd hai
been assured of winning- Mary in hier stead.

Il Did ail thse ladies of your mojesty's court te
semble the queen,'and the Duchess of Aino) eyf
swered MNary, Iland were there no duties, a'5d 00
attachrnents to caîl me elsewhere, I woutd 'vish o
no bappier asy lum than this, nor feel a ivish tO q
the protection so courteously proffièred me. o
many rossons uirge my return to Engl aTId,10
brief absence bas but strengrthened the ties that ti

0'
me to it, and 1 have already ivritten to nsy brothee'
and silo pointed to the letters ]yin- on the ta""e
"to daim his promise of ivelcornie and poet0

pledged me svitb bis last farewell, in ease 1soi
survive the king,."

As hie li.4tered ta this stcadfagt announceln~e
lier purpose, Francis could not conceal bis agita bls
wherî site alluded to the ties and attacbments îS
bound bier ta Engla,ýnd, hoe thoug-ht only of S10e
that envicd rival, who might novw in the F
prize for svhicb hie ivould almost have uel
his crown. He had hoped to retain the clta
Mary as the ornamient of his court,-to liVC5 fro

in the stinshine of bier presence, to bask in tico
once of bier smiles, ans) feast upon the bope
day posessing ber, andI restoring ber again to0$
regal height which she had so lately adorlC0(~
bier beauty and hier virtues. Thse delicate Ot tCo
Queen Glaude's health furnished natural YOn
this hope, and. be could not conceal from hins5e
happinies3 which hie should feel to be relce ber
a princess, who constantly immured herself "1.,
apartments, to pursue bier quiet and sedeita!l
cations, andI vho formed, in bier habits and PrO
appearance, s0 striking and disaoreeable a
to the brilliant and intellectual Mary. Chel
sucb feelings as these, the bare idea, O of e
losing bier whose taste, whose mental acquIre 0, bo
and whose natural grace andI elegance, relndew~
s0 desirable a companioin, s0 alive to his
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