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A Suécessﬁil Flrni.

The present wholesale drug house of
J. Winer & Co. was established in the
year 1830 in Hamilton, then a village of
1,000 inhabitants, by the-late John Wingr.
From the first he did a limited jobbing
trade, which was greatly enlarged after
the fire that destroyed his property in
1845.  Just recently, on the death of one
of ‘his oldest customers, the firm came
into possession of several old invoices,
one dated February 11th, 1846, i which
prices are charged that would make mod-
ern jobbers’ mouths water.  ‘T'he business,
however, did not Uecome exclusively
wholesale till 1862, when the retail de-
-partment was disposed of and the firm
moved into part of the- present premises.
Since that time (apart from the retirement
of the senior part-

The long expericnce of this finn as
cash buyers in the primary markets, and
their exceptional facdities for handling
goods with cheapness and dispatch, have
made them favontes with careful buyers
in the territory they cover.  “They are not
ambitious of a very widespread trade, so-
Jiciting orders by travellers only in West
ern Ontario, but they bave old customers
in all sections of the country who do not
forget them, “They also amn to confine
their sales to the retall drug trade as far
as pracuicable. They do not aspire to

brlliance or novelty in thar business
methods, but continue to rely, as they
have done through a long and moder
ately successful business carcer, un the
old-fashioned, but not yet outworn, quali-
fications of intethgeace, cconomy, and
probity.

nerin 1884) there
lias been little
change in the per-
sonnel of the firm,

whos¢c members
now are Messrs.
George  Ruther-

ford, John Mc
Haffie, and Wn.
C. Niblett.

‘Since they pur-
chased theoriginal
building success-
ive additions have
‘heen made as the
‘business grew, till
it comprised the
Jpresent  extensive

premises, which.
cover the ground
extending  from

King street, 300
feet in depth, to
Prinee’s  Square,
with a-total width
of go fect through-
out, an alleyway
scparating  the
front: and  rear
warehouses. Last
summer it was de-
-cided to remodel
the: King street
building, and’ accordingly the two adjoin-
ing stores -were thrown into one, a sub-
stantial modern front crected, and many
improvements introduced, with the view
of increasing the capacity and. conveni
ence of the warehouse.

There is in the five flats of the two
buildings a floor spacé of nearly 30,000
fect (considerably over an acre), all of
which' is utilized' to the fullest extent.
The laboratory and fough workrooms are
situated: en the main  street (Prince’s
Square) front; while ‘the oftices, show-
roomn, and city delivery open on King
.stréet, A cut .of the interior of these
‘latter is given above, .and ‘they are so
‘fitted up as to. be not only commodious
and convenient, but also handsome, and
in this respect are said to be unexcelled
:(if -equalled) by any other drug establish-
ment in the Dominion,

-Interior of J." Winer & Co.'s Offices.

The Ointments of the New Pharma-
copeeia.

Mr. Peter Boa, in an address dehivered
before the North British branch of the
Pharmaccutical Society, said : In his ex-
perience only about a third of the ofticial
omtments are commaonly prescribed , and
from inquiry be found that tus eaperience
was not exceptional. He proceeded to
discuss the probable causes of this neglect
of so many of the preparations, pointing
out that wng. acid carbolic. contains the
acid iz crystals, because it is only partially
solulle in the basis.  Aconitine, atropine,
and veratnine ointments are highly poison.
ous and dangerous, and have largely been
replaced by preparations of cocaine and
menthol.  Calamine s inferior to oxide
of zinc in ointment ; creosote is efficiently
wnd pleasantly replaced by carbolic acid ;

glycering and subacetate of lead vintment
is meant to be soathing, but any soothing
effect which the lead may possess is neu
tralized by the irntating .nature of a par
aflin basis.  BElewi, resin, savin, and tur-
pentine ointments are relics of a style of
practice now in disuse by the best practi
tioners.  Spermaceti and  simple  oint-
ments are not now so much in use as they
have been, the benzoin in the former
spoaling it for ophthalmic use; and the
readiness with which the latter becomes
rancid has brought ot into disfavor.  T'he
author considers thas the official bases are
not quite sausfactory,  Most of them be-
come rancid, and the paratins are not
always bland, bat adeps Lane under cer
tain conditions promise to be a good
basis. He is not disposed to regard with
favor one common basis. ‘There might
fhe a classification
“of certain omt
‘ments as regards
strength and ba-
Sis. Those which
contain insoiuble
.and not very po
“ent  substances
might be of uni-
orm  strength,
and made with a
fparaffin basis,

while those with
soluble active in-
rredients, likecar-
bolic acid and
:ucalyptus, might
be made alike in
strengthand fatty
basis. If there
were 2 basis in
which the active
ingredient is sol-
uble, that basis
should be chosen
for it, unless ol
jectionable in
some other way.
In all the official

ointments, the
AL ALY ] ingredients  of

which are melted

together, the di-

rectionsarc tostir
till cold. The author has shown that in
many of them this is unnecessury, and in
some objectionable.  Briefly, a stirred oint-
ment is more liable to become rancid than
ane allowed to caol at rest. A basis of
some non fatty substance, which would
wash off with water without soap, might be
useful. Tragacanth, starch, duatrin, and
gum acaia, cather alune or together, might
beemployed. Some more compound oint-
ments of the sort in use now should be
introduced. The compound ocintments
at present official are among  the most
uscless in the book. Bismuth, cocaine,
and menthdl vintmcnts are now  much
used in practice, and he suggested their
recognition.—Chemist and 1ruggist.

Let trade sec you are discoutaged, and
you discourage trade.



