
CANADIAN DRUGGIST.

SHOP-WINDOW CURES.

If drugs. and physi could but save lus
imortals frot the dreary grave," the Begis.
trar-Gieneral'a returti of imortality would Fe
retucel to iil. For, in addition to the
swarima tif doctors, iale and feimale, in Lon.
don, liceised toi kill or citre, a vaunited
reiedy for almiost every isease fiesh is lieir
t-, umay be bouglit iii nearly every street.
Addisoun said of doctors: -' This body if

mtien may be described like ti, BIritislh armiy

in Caesar's tiie. Solme of tiei itlay in
chariots and soie on fout. If the infantry
du less execttion tlan the charioteers, if is
because they scimnt be carried u auu soui intuo
ail the quas ers of the townii nid despatch so b
tiicli business in so short a tiie."

Utnt in our days flit vendors of 'certain

cures" do ltheir biusinesqs miuci iore easily
by staying at hsoute and allowinàg custoiamers
to cote to themi. They do niot even trouble

to eiuîtlite Cotgravo's pour doctor of physic,
PoIlsefel, wioe) was accu-toiied tu harangue
the public that lie could " clariile your blood,
srtile your cheeks, perfunie your sk<ini, fitiet
your hair, eilivein your eye, and heighten
your app-tite." Doubtless vendors oif miedi-

cines, patent or not pateutedl, find it a profit-
able business. For one tif the character.
istics of the true.born Briton is an iinnate
love of lhysic. Often the mtost hnauseous is
estecned the best, although it miîay lie ad-
iiitted that the J:ste for nasty miaedicinae is
ratier dyinag cout. "To quack of univer-al
cures " l"s ever been a facile path t- 1 uiblic
approbation and fortune. Brown wrute :-
"Saltimbancoes, tuacksalvers, and charla.
fans dect ive tle vulgar ;" ad Blurton said,

lMany pour country vicar, for want of
maeans, are drivent to their shifts to turt
mountebanks quacksalvers andîemyricks."
Civilzfation and progress, itisteal of leading
to a ditinlution of imedicines iot recogntized
i the Pliarimiacopwein of the Royal College
of Physicians, lias resulted ii ai opposite
efrect- For a nunber uof imaladies, or, lier.
haps, it siuld be said, naies of ualadies,
have belen called into existence uniîknonv ti
our sturdy forefatlrs. For instance, we
hare half.a-dozn t-w designations for wiat
cour great grandmuiothers w'ould have callel a
" tit of the spleen." Aid for every naewv
tatue which is devisud by the inigeiuîity of

tt least half-a-dozcn remiedi- es ir-
pear with mnulhroomi npidity. Even the
inelicail journals teent with advertiseuents
tuf io-called reinedies notut .diiittrd int) the

Pharmacolue:a. Bromidia, "the haynsotic
which does not lock up the secretions ; "
elixir tf c:ecara, "laxative, palatable, rte-
iable;" puaiiline, "fur ibrionclitis, throant

au ceit afectins, fully bc.:ized by over
500 tisitni.als vinnha, ' wrhich w.ll re-
lieve the intei sest itching frot ami cause
whatever; " liqur ca::ra suais, "regis
tered," are a few amniong miany simnilar ar-
ticles advertised iln a reccnt mnedical journal.

Now when orthodox inedical journals insert
advertiseieitts of the kind they iight with
gracu refrain front, as ta ey somtetimiies (10,
calling the lay press te accoutint for the li-
sertion of advertisements of patent medi-
cines. For to the la% minid tIere really dites
not appear very iuel difference between the
ad% ertisement of iiedicated bonbons, " pro-
tvcted by Ioyal letters pa:îtenit," in a inedical
journal, aud adver isoenits of a liko char-
acter in a daily neîwspaper.

la is, hoiwever, of shop.uindow cures we
now discunrie. Su profitable dues this branch
of business seeii tu have becometu', that it lias
overl liwed its leitiiate losit ion li the che.i-
ist's and drngst's mart, and inîuaded the
pieimises of otler tiadespeopule. Every ven-
dur of sweets, and imany grocers, seeis to
tin it profitable to have a special meical
agent for sale. in a cliiate such as this,
vliere couglhs, colds, throat and clest affec-
tiou so) prevail. all who sell anythin;g in the
way of medicines have certa:n cures for such
pirevalent, imaladies. The iuinber of su.
called remedies js legion, aud consists of
pills, syrups, enilulsions. imixtures, finctuires,
lotions and potions dte anittseaun. But there
is one called " cough baiamn," unblushingly
described as the "unly known cure for
cough, astimîa and consuuption.' Now as
cougi imay depend upon at least fifty difTer-
ent causes, anîd as consuîmption kills thonu-
eands annually, tiis umust be a very wonder-
fui iedicine indeci, and doctors should hide
their diminished heads. It is really very
atupid of people tl g 'n cou:ino(l g when
tieey can precuro a remtedy for a few p ice
and quite unnecessary for asthimatics or cen-
stuuptives to go to the Riviera i the mwinter
whçen they htve a reiedy at honte. Stb say
tue veidors of cliest aff.ction carme. The
giver of good advice mrely receives lis due,
oiler, ise wu miiigit say " Don't' tu anyone
disposed to trust these cures.

Corns anid bisniiiiis denand a goo3 deal of
attention. There are matin kinds of corn
plasters and several "mtiraculous cres,"
which are all " painless, simiple and speedy,"
aid whiclh secure "case, confort and good
tfemitper." One pn'prictor of a niraculous
cure is su enthusiastic that lie breaks ont
inîtu diegrel-
if Corn or bunion trouble vou. of this 3on mssay be

sure.
Thnt f,e ro: tain you oon w.11 he by using -- '

cure.
After this the iman who mcrely advertises

a corn rubber is nowlere. Wc were, how-
ever, unitder the imtîpressuion that corns origini-
ateud froma prcsqurc oir friction, and that the
oily ralical cure was removing that pressure
or friction aiter the corn, ii very large, had
been taken out. Toothache, being so coi-
miion, ias, of couirse, a nuiber of cures. A
suifferer wouild dare a izood deal to appease
th Iidiie us throes of totlacle, and w-hen
plaintively asked, " Why suifer froin tooth-
ache whiei youl can cure it by using the
toothachie pencil ? " would certainly try this,

that or the other remtedy before facing the
doutist. But, alas the dentiat'a chair is
the ultimiate fate of the lperson withi au aeh.

ling tooth, and lie inay bu happy if on leaving
the dentist lie carries hsis tooth-in lis jaw
-- along with huit. Niervous delility seemut
ahnost as respoîisible as toothache or conta
for certain cures. Aiong the hundreds o'
iedicines devoted ti nervous debility there
ire " best brain totics," "botaic pick--ita-
ups," " golden mediîjcal discoveries," " datni.
ainta wafers," and "syrtups" of aIl kinds.
Liver coiplaints and diuestive inperfec-
tions are also weil supplied. "Canîdies"
anad 'jujubes," en8#1 multlis ilhs, are ail very
good for liver and digestion-at least so say
the proprietors. There is one advertiser who,
havingIi annl(otnced, '"IRemiîove the cause and

the effect will cease." soars boldly above his
couipeers, and anounces, ' Head, stoiach
antd liver pilla !" It is, however, in the do-
iains of surgery that shop windoîw cures are
iost pronounced. " Another leg saved !"
'-Another hand saved!" "Aiotier toe
saved !" b a certain ointnent and pills is
boldly annouinced. If ail je correctly stated
with reference to thtis new ointment and
pille, Professor lolloway is outdone. Cat-
cers are exhibited, disecased boue is slionn,
and corns are produccd, ail cured by this
wonderfutl ointnent. I;ills aie also dis-
tributed purportin. fo be lcthe history of
cures. One be:ins, "A boy tlhrew a stone
and hait him on the finger over six years
ago." The reiainder of the accouit nay be
transferred into, "Affliction sore long timse
lie bore, physicians were in vain." until lie
was cured by the pille and ointient. Now
titis was evidently a case of scrofuluus dis-
ase of the bones, always nost sedios, antd

recovery post je not prupter. Wu close the
list by mentioning first " Oriental iills.
Why they are called Oriental nills we do
not knew, and what they are for we cannot,
ascertain. The nmte je curious, for pills
in thef East, unless intfroduced by Euro-

peans, are as rare as snakes in Iceland.
And, secondly, a cure for chilblains called
"l Chimnethloplastron ! " What, it means we
de not know. And we do not take to it-
for the word dies not coine trip, ingly fron
the tongue like the blessed Mesopotamana.

It has been said that faith in the doctor is
half the battle. Shop.window cures, how-
ever, require more than faith ; they demand
credulity. 'Nothing catches a iasn more
than a pretended confidence; and of this
aiong vendors of niedicinces, patent or not
patented, there is un lack. It je astonish
ing how one is able to persuade oncself into
a belie in accordance with out.'s wishes.
Biarium's definition of a hiumbug was, "A
man who gives you your money's worth, but
induccs you to deal with him by sorme plat.
sible tale connected ith liiii goods. Shae-.
speare asked, "Can'st thou not c!eanse the
stutred bosom of that perilous stuff which
bears upoi the hearti" This is net to be
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