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* SHOF-WINDOW CURES.

“1f drugs and physic could but save us
mortals from the dreary grave,” the Regis-
trar-General’s return of mortality would Fe
reduced to ail,  For, in addition to the
swarms of doctors, male and female, in Lon.
don, licensed to kill or cure, a vaunted
remedy for almost every disease Hesh is heir
to may be bought in nearly every street.
Addison said of doctors: —** This body of
men may be described like the British army
in Cicaar’s time,  Some of them slay in
chariots and some on foot. If the infantry
do less exccution than the charioteers, it is
because they cannot be carried sv soon into
all the quasters of the town and despateh so
much business in so short a time.”

But in our daya the vendors of * certain
cures”™ du their business much more easily
by staying at home and allowing customers
to come to them. They do nat even trouble
to emulate Cotgrave’s poor doctor of physic,
Palsefeel, who was accustomed to harangue
the public that he could * elarifie your blood,
surtle your cheeks, perfume your skin, tinet
your hair, enliven your cye, and heighten
your app-tite.”  Doubtless vendors of medi-
cines, patent or not patented, find it a protit-
able business.  For one of the charcter-
isties of the true.born Rriton is an innate
love of physic.  Often the most nauseous is
estecmed the best, although it may be ad-
witted that the tuste for nasty medicine is
rather dying out.  *“To quack of univer-al
cures” has ever been a facile puth to jublic
approbation and fortune. Brown wrote:—
*«Saltimbancoes, quacksalvers, and charla.
tans decrive the vulgar:™ and Burten said,
“Many poor country vicare, for want of
means, are driven to their shifts to turn
mountebanke, quacksalvers and empyricks.”
Civilzation and progress, instead of leading
to a diminution of medicities not yrecognized
in the Pharmacopeia of the Royal College
of Physicians, has resulted in un opposite
effect.  For a number of maladies, or, per-
haps, it should be said, names of maladies,
have been called into existence unknown to
our sturdy forefuthers. For iustance, we
have half-a-dozen new designations for what
our great grandmothers would have called a
it of the spleen.” And for every new
name which is devised by the ingenuity of
nosoloegists at least half-a-dozen remedies -
pear with mushroom mpidity. Even the
medical journals teem with advertiscwents
of so-called remedies not sdmitted into the
Pharmacopeeia.  Browmidia, “the hynotic
which does not loeck up the scerctions;”
clixivr of cngeam, “laxative, palatable, re-
liable ;7 pumiline, **for bronchitis, throat
and chest atlections, fully recosuized by aver
500 testimonials: ™ vinolin, ** which will re-
licve the intersest itching from any cause
whatever; ™ liguwr eazeurt suavis, **regis
tered,” are a few amonyg wmany similar ar-
ticles advertised in a recent medical journal.

Now when orthodox medical journals insert
advertisements of the kind they might with
graco rvefrain from, as t! ey somnctimes do,
calling the lay press to account for the in-
sertion of advertisements of patent wmedi-
cines. Forto the Ias wmind there really does
not appear very much difference botween the
adeertisement of medicated bonbons, * pro-
tected by Royal letters patent,” in a medical
Journal, and adver isements of a Jiko char-
aeter in a daily newspaper,

It is, however, of shop-window cures we
now discourse,  So profitable does this branch
of husiness seem to have become, that it hus
overflowed its legitimate position in the cheme
ist's and druggist’s mart, and imaded the
premises of uther tiadespeople.  Every ven-
dur of sweets, amd many grocers, seems to
tind it profitable to have a special medical
agent for sale. In a climate such as this,
where coughs, colds, throat and chest affec-
tions so prevail, all who sell anything in the
way of medicines have certa’n cures for such
prevalent maladies.  The number of so-
called remedies is legion, and consists of
pills, syrups, emvlsions, mixtures, tinctures,
lotions and potions ad nanseam. But there
i3 one called ** cough balsam,” unblushingly
described as the “only known cure for
cough, asthima and consumption.”® Now as
cough may depend upon at least fifty differ-
ent causes, and as consumption kills thou-
sands annually, this must be a very wonder-
ful medicine indeed, and doctors should hide
their diminished heads. It is really very
stupid of people to go on couzhing when
they can precure a remedy fora few ponce ;
and quite unnecessary for asthmatics or con-
swumptives to go to the Riviera in the winter
when they have aremedy ac home.  So say
the vendors of chiest affction cares. The
giver of good advice mrely receives his due,
otherwiss we might say “Don’t™ to anyone
disposed to trust these cures,

Corns and bunions demand s good deal of
attention. There are many kinds of corn
plasters and seveml ¢ miraculous cures,”
which are all ‘“ painless, simple aud speedy,”
and which sccure “ ease, comfort and good
temper.”  One proprictor of a miraculous
cure is so cnthusiastic that he breaks ont
into dogarel—

1{ corn or bunion trouble you, of this you may be
Rure,

Thnt fveo from ain you soon will b by using —"s
cure,

After this the man who merely advertises
a corn rubber is nowhere. We were, how-
ever, under the impression that corns origin-
ated from pressure or frictien, and that the
only radical cure was removing that pressure
or friction after the comn, i very iarge, had
been taken out.  Toothache, beiny 30 com-
mon, has, of course, a number of cures. A
sufferer wonld dare a good deal to appease
the hide us throcs of torthache, and when
plaintively asked, *“ Why sutfer fromn tooth-
ache when you csn cure it by using the
toothache pencil 7™ would certainly try this,

that or the other remedy bofore facing the
dontist.  But, alns? the dentist’s chair ia
the ultimate fato of the person with an ach-
ing tooth, and he may be happy if on leaving
the dentist he carries his tooth—in his jaw
—along with him. Nervous debility scome
almost as responsible as toothache or corns
for certain cures. Awong the hundreds o*
medicines devoted to nervous debility thero
aro ‘“ best brain tonics,” botanic pick-me-
ups,” * golden medical discoveries,” * dawi-
ana wafers,” and “syrups” of all kinds.
Liver comphiuts and digestive imperice-
tions are also well supplied. ¢ Candies”
and ¢ jujubes,” em mneltis aliis, are all very
zood for liver and digestion—at least so say
the proprietors. ‘Phere iy one advertiser who,
having announced, ** Remove the cause and
the effect wilt cease,™ soars boldly abeve his
compecrs, and announces, * Head, stomach
and liver pills ! Tt is, however, in the do-
mains of surgery that shop window cures are
wost pronounced. ¢ Another leg saved !
¢ Another lhand saved!”™ < Another toc
saved ! by a cerlain ointment and pills is
boldly annonnced. If all is correctly stated
with reference to this new ointment and
pills, Professor Holloway is outdone. Can-
cers are exhibited, disensed bone is shown,
and corns are produced, all cured by this
wonderful ointment. Bills are also dis-
tributed purperting to be the history of
cures. One begins, “A boy threw a stone
and hit him on the finger over six years
ago.” The remainder of the account may be
transferred into, ** Aflliction sore long time
he bore, physicians were in vain,” until he
was cured by the pills aud ointment. Now
this was cvidently a case of scrofulvus dis.
ease of the bunes, always most tedious, and
recovery post is not prepter. Wo cluse the
Hst by mentioning birst ¢ Oriental pills.™
Why they are called Oriental vills we do
not know, and what they are for we cannot
ascertain. The name is curious, for pills
in the East, unless introduced by Euro-
peans, are as rare as snakes in Iceland.
And, sccondly, a cure for chilblains called
s Chimethloplastron ! What it mcans we
do not know. And we do not take to it—
for the word does not come trip,ingly from
tho tongue like the blessed Mesopotania.

It has been said that faith in the doctor is
half the battle. Shop-window cures, how-
ever, require more than faith ; they demand
credulity. Nothing catches 2 man moro
than a pretended confidence; and of this
amony vendors of medicines, patent or not
patented, there is no lack. It is astonish
ing how onc is able to persuade onesclf into
a Dbelief in accordance with out's wishes.
Barnunt’s definition of a humbug was, A
man who gives you your money’s worth, but
induces you to deal with him Ly some plau.
sible tale connected with his goods.” Shake-
apeare asked, ‘¢ Can’st thou not cleanse the
stutfed bosom of that perilous stuff which
bears upon the heart1™  This is not to be



