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MEN, WOMEN, AND THINGS IN GENIRAL.

The situation in the Souden grows hourly more serious, not
merely for the British troops on the Nile, but for the British Gov-
ernment at home. At tliis writing the fate of Sir Staiford North-
cote’s motion of censure is uncertain, but unless the Parnellites vote
solidly agamst Mr. Gladstone the motion will fail, and failure now
means failure for the session which has just begun. The Govern-
ment have apparently been driven to undertake the task of—to use
General Gordon’s expression—" smashing the Mahdi,” and Mr. Glad=
stone will have to see that the work is done in no half-hearted way.
To temporize now would be to needlessly prolong the war and sacrifice
lives unnecessarily. The war must be conducted on a considerable
seale ; the Government have admitted as much, and if Parliament
takes them at their word now they will be allowed another trial.
This means that the session will once more be devoted to home in-
stead of foreign affairs, for no expedition can be undertaken against
Khartoum until autumn, by which time there will be n railway for
some distance inland from Suakim toward Berber. 1t seems from
recent reports that General Buller will be able to make his way
back to Korti without much danger, except from bad water and
sharp-shooters, and the Mahdi 1 not likely to trust his army to the
desert between Korti and Gabut across which Buller is retreating.
Wolscley will be aole to hold his own at Korti if it is thought de-
sirable to do so, but it is hard to see what would be gained by ve-
maining there. The troops might as well Le retired to Egypt pro-
per, until the time comes for an advance on the new line of opera-
tions -

Should Gladstone prove once more too strongly intrenched to
be dislodged by a motion of censure, it is not likely that his tenure
of office will be again seriously threatened. The redistribution bill
will probably be passed with as much speed as possible, and both
parties will prepare to jump Niagara. The new constituencies and
the new clectorate are alike uncertan, and the attention and curios-
ity of the wholecivihzed world will be earnestly directed to the
conflict. The chances seem to be in favor of the Liberals, and espe-
cinlly of the advanced wing led by Mr. Chamberlain. In a recent

speech to his constituents he replied with great effect to those who
had condemned him for communistic utterances. e devoted a
Jarge part of his speech to proving that the poor under the present
fiseal system pay on the average a larger proportion of their income
in the shape of taxes than thorich do, the ratio being 7} per cent.
to 6 per cent.  In other wordg, while his poor neighbors pny 73
cents in taxes out of every dollar they carn Mr, Chamberlain pays,
on his own calculation only G cents. “Lhis is a most iniguitous state
of attairs if it is correctly deseribed, and M. Chamberlain’s protest
agninst 1t will appeal with great foree to the vast majority of the
working classes—all the more so because he is himself a wealthy
man.

The other chief topic of his speech was the land question, and
in dealing with it he handled it once mure in a manner calculated
to win the new votes to his support. For what he had previously
said he had been taken somewhat to task by Mr. Goschen in Edin-
burgh. M. Goschen is a Conscrvative-Liberal who is looking to
one of the four divisions of Edinburgh for a constituency, and
nothing couid more clearly show the divided state of the Liberal
parsy than o comparison between Lis speech and Mr, Chamberlain’s,
The Intter may be trusted, however, to defend himself, and his de-
nunciation of game laws, of laws of (ntail and primogeniture, and
of would-be social tyrants of the Winans stripe will strike a 1e-
sponsive chord in the national heart. In spite of the military spirit
which now and then gains a temporary ascendancy, the majority of
the British people are opposed to anything like wars of conquest,
and the new democracy will soon learn that there are ways of se-
curing a better division of the land of the country among the peoplo
who dwell upon its surface. The land-vwners who neglect their
duties will only hasten a social change which is probably inevitable,

The British Government lost a good opportunity of doing a
graceful thing the.other day, when they refused John Boyle
O'Reilly leave to come to Montreal to lecture to a charitable asso-
ciation. O'Reilly, when a young man, was convicted of high trea-
son in 18G6, and was sentenced to a long term of imprisonment. In
1869 he eseaped and fled to Boston, where he soon, ¢ (e McGee, rose
to distinction as & journalist and leeturer.  His coming to Canada
could have done 1o harm to uny one, and when he made formal ap-
plication to the British Government to be allowed to do so, the
giving of ready and gracdful consent would have tended to smooth
away irritation instead of increasing it.  The Canadian Government
when applied to for permission, readily gave it, but when the
honie authorities refused to guarantee Mr. O'Reilly against avrest,
the projected lecture had of course to be abandoned. Surely it would
be Dbetter to draw some distinction between a wman like him,
and onc like U'Donovan Rossa.

Speaking of O'Donovan, the question has been raised whether
he did not have himsclf shot, with a view to future financial

operations in the capacity of a martyr. 1t is more likely that his °

would-be assassin is a person of strong feeling, who had become a
monomaniuc on the dynamite question, and thought that ridding the
world of a monsier would be a righteous act. After all it is
probably in this dircction that we must lovk for checks on nssassi-
nation. Operators in dynamite are hard to diszover, and their
indiscriminate attacks on people wro have no sins to answer for,
cven from the most extreme Irish Nationalist point of view, are
very exasperating. In the far west, when the arm of the law
is not sufliciently strong tv repress horse thieves, the settlers resort
to lynching, and on the same principle the assassinators are sure to
be assassinated whenever pubiic opinion is sufficiently aroused to
applaud the deed.

Washington's monument was completed and dedieated a fow
days ago on his birthday anniversary.  In this connection it is ex-
tremely interesting to rend Mr. Gladstone’s opinion of General
Washington. In reply to a question from an American journalist
in London, Mr. Gladstune says, excluding the last half century
from his estimate: “If among all the pedestals supplied by history
for public churacters of extraordinary ability and purity I saw one
higher than all the rest, and if I were required at a moment’s no-




