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THE PROHIBITION HOME-PROTECTION PARTY.

Many of the most carnest and hard-working temperance re-
formers in the United States are so thoroughly dissatisfied with the
indifference shown towards their canuse by the two great political
parties of their country, that they have cut themselves from old
party coancctions and formed a-new and distinct political organiza-
tion with the name that forms the title of this article. This new
party is growing numcrically at a startling rate, and in its ranks
arc to befound some of the best men in the land. Already in
many states tickets have been nominated, and good votes have
been polled. A National Convention will be held at Pittsburg on
May 31st, and for the information of oui readers, as well as to
mark a very important phase of the temperance reform, and an cra
in its history, we clsewhere publish in full the CALL for the Conven-
tion.

FEMALE INTEMPERANCE.

It is stated by those who favor a continuation of the grocers’
license system, that female intemperance is not attributable to the
sale of liquor by grocers, and an attempt is being made to pre-
_adice the public against the preseat movement by the assertion
that the advocates of scparation are “libelling the fair fame” of
our wives and daughters.  This implics that the statements made
by temperance workers are (1) untrue, and (2) discreditable to
ladies. Both of these assumptions are incorrect and misleading?

*(1.) Itisnot needful to go again over theoften-travelled groundof
overwhelming testimony in reference to this matter, the Report of
the Committee of the House of Lords is 2 plain statement of the
sngvitable sendency of the grocers’ licexse system, as well as of the

correspondence between what might reasonably be expected, and
what has actually occurred, we only refer further to the now famous
medical manifesto, part of it reads as follows :~—

“ The undersigned being members of the medical profession
* beg to record our strong persuasion that the facilitics for obtain-
“ ing spirits, wines, stout ond ale in bottles which are provided by
“ the grocers’ license have a most injurious tendency.  We believe
“ women servants and children of respectable househiolds, who
“ could not and would not procure intoxicating drinks at taverns, are
“ encouraged to purchasc and use these liquors by the oppertunity
¢ offered when visiting the grocers’ stores for other purposes.  We
“ protest against the continuance of these licenses on grounds
“ moral and medical.”

This document was signed by no less than NINE HUNDRED duly
qualified medical practitioners, many of them men of the highest
standing and most extensive praclice in their profession. What the
traffic is in other places it is in Canada. The writer of this article
has had assurance from Canadian medical talent of the alarming in-
crease of female intemperance here.

(2.) The argument that the abolition of grocers’ licenses would
check drinking among women is not in any sense discreditable to
women, Every word of itis not only a plea for purity, but an
assertion of the better fecling and sclf-respect of our Canadian
ladies. It is a proclamation of our knowledge that they arc not
vilnerable to the temptations of the bar-room and the saloon ; and
that if the reputedly respectable sources of supply are cut off they
will abstain rather than obtain these supplics from other sources.
There are two classes of women who drink, those of means, position
and sense of honor who buy openly at licensed groceries, and those
—though they may be few—who obtain surreptitiously under
cover of falsificd accounts drink that is ignorantly paid for by sup-
porters who would not provide mcans for the purchase of liquor.
The former class will not, and the latter class cannot, obtain the
means of intemperance under the system for which we trust all our
best citizens will vote on the 25th.

Selected Articles.
WET GROCERIES.

We are told on every hand that grocers who sell liquor have a
great advantage over those who do not.  This drives many men who are
not anxious to deal in intoxicants into taking out = license in order to be
able to compete with grocers who are attracting custem by means of the
liquor trade. It is evidently an evil that this state of affairs should exist.
There are plenty of men anxious to scll liquor because its sale is profitable;
we want no one to be Griven into the trade as a measure of selfpreser-
vation. .

Itisa Dcmocratic maxim that the liberty of the citizen should be
restricted as little as is consistent with the public good.  But it is plain to
cvery unbiased thinker that the public good is in no way increased by the
salc of intoxicants. Cn the other hand it is clear to us ail, that the liquor

tradc must. be restricted in some way in order to preserve order and’

morality, and restrain those who seem unable to restrain themselves.  To
many who arg actually engaged in the trade, liquor selling is regarded as 3
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