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The Endeavor Herald

LESSON 12.-Dc. 17, 1899.

Fruits of Right and Wrong Doing.
tLesson Text . Mal. 3 .:3to4.6. CommittoMemoryVerses:6-8.)

tComîpare Mat. 3. :-6. also Matt. :::7-15.)

Gowas Ttr.--"Whatsocrer a manr soweth, that sha lie
also rea p."-G7al. 6.7.

DAiLy Rsntsos.-Monday: Mat. 3:13tO4:6. Tuesday:
Psalm 73: -3o. Wednesday: jobas:,a.a¡. Thursday: a Tim.
2. 19.36. Fraday: Ecclcs. 8: z-z3. Saturday: Deut.4:5-r3.
Sunday: Gal. 6:.:o.

TIME AND PLAc.-Same as last lesson.

Between the Lessons.
Our last lesson closed with God's promise, through

cite prophet Malachi, hat if the disobedient, re-
belhious Jews would turn and obey Him in the matter
of tithes and offerings in which they had sadly dis-
obeyed, they would be greatly blessed in the eyes
of ail nations. In the opening verses of to-day's
lesson the prophet takes Up the wicked doings of
the Jews, and exposes them by reciting their impious
language toward God, and contrasting it with the
godly conversation of those who remained faithful
anmong them.

How to Prepare this Lesson.
Read carefully the remainder of Malachi from the

close of last lesson and study the references. Com-
pare Matt. 11:7-15.

It is interesting to notice that this is the last book
of the Old Testament, and that our lesson to-day
contains the last words of this volume. While
Malachi is a short book, it bas a numîber of import-
ant phrases, some of them very beautiful. Note
especially chapters 2: 10; 3: 3; 3:8; 3: 10; 3: 16, 17;
4: 2.

The Lesson Applied.
(i) It seems strange that those who know of God

can fail to honor and love Him. The Jewish peo-
ple had been taught much about God, and yet they
treated Him as if He had been their enemy. They
spoke of themseh es as if they wcre saints and as if
God had been very unjust toward them. They
thougit He liad demanded too much from them,
and even accused Him of not being faithful to His
promises. We should always love, reverence, and
honor God, and accept ait His dealings with us as
full of goodness and wisdon. If things go wrong
bctween God and us the fault is ours, not His.

(2) When there are only a few good and faithful
people in a place they should be friends, and should
neet together to encourage and help each other

and to pray for cach other. There is a great value
in such friendship and fellowship. It is hard to be
good alone, but wlen there arc tvo or more, one
inspires and cheers the other, and eaclh works
better, and finds it easier to live and work well. In
arithmetic one and one make two, but in life, in
friendship, one and one are more than two. One
singer may give sweet music, but when the differ-
ent parts are carried the music is rich. One log
will not burn well on the iearth, but two or three
together burn better.

(3) It is pleasant to think that where two or thrce
come together to talk of good things the Lord
cornes and listens. Jesus said lthat when two or
threa eme' togetier in His name He is there to. It
is interesting to thnk also that God keeps a record
of the lites of the good in the evil days. He never
forget- their faithfuiness. Nôthing done for Christ
is ever forgotten, but special remembrance is made
of aIl that is said or donc when the good are few.

Not only does God keep a record, but these faitlful
ones will be His particular treasure in the day of
final reckoning.

(4) People are init ail alike. Even if they live in
the samne way, in the same kind of houses, doing the
same thing outwardly before men, there is a differ-
ence which God's eye secs. The JUne that separ-
ates them is not color, nor wealth and poverty, nor
learning and ignorance, but the way they treat God.
On one side are those wito serve Him, and on the
other side those who serve Him not. Very small,
indeed, and unimportant are the iatters of place
and rank and moncy-of the utmost i.nportance is
whether we do God's will or not.

(5) )udgment is coming, and we need not think
to miss it. We vill be there. Not one of us shal
ba able to escape it. Then ail earthly distinctions
shall shrivel away into nothing. That day will burn
as an oven, aud ail the wicked vill be like stubble
to be burned up. But amid the destruction of that
day ail vho fear God and do His vill shall be saved.
Christ shall ba their friend, and in Him shall they
hnd life.

LEssoN i3 .- DEC. 24, 1899.

Chxist's Coming Foretold.
(Lesson Text: Isa. 9: 3-7. Commit to Mernory Verses 6, 7.)

(Rcad Isa. s:: :-io.)

GOLDS TEXT.-" Unto you is born this day, in the city of
David. a Saviour. which is Christ the Lord."-Luke 2 .

DAL ReAnISNas.-Monday Isa. 9: t-7. Tuesday: Isa. il
r-io. Wednesday: Jer. 23: 1&Isa.40: .. Fri-
day: 7salm2:1-17. Saturday: Acts 3:18-26. Sunday : i Peter

TIMaE.-Probably about 740 B.C.
P.Ac.-Jerusalem.

Introductory.
The Book of Isaiah, though not first chronologi-

cally among the seventeen prophetical books of the
Bible, is placed first because it is the greatest.
Isaiah is called the "evangelical prophet " because
his writings are fuit of the glad news of Gods good-
ness, grace, and mightiness to save from sin, and of
the coming Saviour of mankind, of which we have
an example in to-day's lesson. Isaiah's prophecies
were delivered at Jerusalem, probably during the
period 750.695 B.C., a spiritually dark and critical
time in the history of Judah and Israel. The con-
quest of Israel by Assyria took place during Isaiah's
time (721 B.C.), but that of Judah by Babylon did
not begin for more than a iundred years later, 6c6
B.C.

How to Prepare this Lesson.
The lesson is chosen for the Christmas time, the

story being the birth of Christ and the establishment
of His kingdom. No better preparation can bc
made than to read the passages in the gospels, in
Matthew and Luke, which tell the story of the birth
and infancy of Jesus. The references in the lesson
should also be followed out, as they throw light upon
the varions phrases.

The Lesson Applied.

(t) Sin is darkness and makes darkness in the
world. Sin made it very dark in the olden times
before Christ came. We have no idea nov, living
as we do in the ligltt of this nineteenth century of
Christianity, in a country where religion bas spread
so widely, how dark it was in the world in those
days. It vas just before the captivity, and the
country of the Jcws was hurrying on to destruction.


