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creed; b seat in the scormer’s chair; open
apostacy, confirmed infidelity, or atheism.
How awful is such abandonment of the
good confession, once witnessed aud often
declared, a8 he who is mow without, was
wont to join in holy ordinances, and sit at
the Lord’s table with those who thus declare
that they are on the Lord’s side.

One may seriously swerve from the right
in feeling and action, and yet be in deplor
able ignorance of his own state. Oft has
the backslider been thus: ¢ Gray hairs here
and there upon him, yet ke knoweth not.”
He has been led aside by a deceived and
deceiving heart. His first error lay in fail-
ing to keep it with all diligence. O how
many evils flow from men failing to prove,
to examine their own selves; from want of
this a man “ falleth while be thinketh he
standeth,” and imagines bimself to be rich
and increased with goods, and having need
of nothing, while he is poor, and miserable,
and blind, and naked. Thinks hiinself in
the vigour of youth, while grey hairs are
here and there upon him. 'The first step
from the right way may have been taken
with some measure of reluctance=—been only
partial—allowed for once. A second time
error has met with less resistance—the road
has become more and more easy; the heart
has become hardened through the deceitful-
ness of sin. “The heart of man is deceitful
above all things and desperately wicked;"

" under its fatal direction many a soul has
been led far from the ways of righteonsness
that once ran well. And he knoweth not,
for he has not considered the woful dis-
tance to which he has receded from God.
This ignorance can form no excuse, nay, is
iself the very guilt of the backslider, who
‘refuses the counsel of God, and will not
consider his ways,

Let us solemnly consider this subject as

ot hears on our indwidual responsibility,
duty, and privilege, -

Lot ench one examine and prove his own
seHf, tuke not a hasty glance at his position,

THE* GOOD ' NEWS,

how matters stand with us in the sigb“"
God. Religion is a personal concern,
“every tree that beareth not good fruit sb*
be cut down.” The account may soon
called for. Do you stand in readiness

give account of yourself to God? The mid" .

fiight ery may soon be heard—are YO
lamps trimned and ready ? O let this foee?
matter of deep heart:searching, AM
progtessing or receding? growing in g"
or drawing back ! keeping the end in Y
or following a present evil world )

BE WATCHFUL OVER YoUR owi( HEART®
You may be tempted—many have been™”
to let the Master’s will stand, that you ms
follow the will of another, The temP" v
may whisper, 1t is a little matter.” s
beware, apostacy in thousands has bogt",
just where you stand; they listened 80 i
were undone. One grey hair appeareds .“f
then another, until the process of dect e
seemed complete. Trifle not with the © P
victions of conscience. Grieve 1ot
Spirit Jest he depart, and your sin sep? ”
between God and your soul, and dars¥’
and despair—the very gloom of pefd‘ﬂo
-—gather around you.

1t is said that in the rebuilding of
salem, the priests *built every maP ; o
against his own house.” Every mar®.l.
care ought 10 be his own state, yet .
only care. The Christian is to wateb ¢
his brethren, “looking diligently tWM
man fail of the grace of God.” I8 j de
not among modern Christians 3 W"f‘:ﬁwf
fect? They can and do talk to each o
about prosperity and health, and Ye:i
little about spiritual presperity, ‘:ﬂﬁd"
bealth which springs from God'ﬂ‘P o
How often is religious conversation :
thing, left to the last, or left al o
When brethren seem remiss in the I ol
mance of spiritual duty, or present we
form the % grey hairs” of declining P:’.n‘
is surely our duty then to speak ¥'
counsel them. We may have so®®
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but make deep and searching inquiry “‘;“




