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'The Little Preacher and His Sunday
Sermon.

It was Sunday afternoon. John Bowen's
,cottage was as dean as a new penny, and
John and bis tiddv wife sat on either bide
of the fire, lie puflling away bis last bit ot
tobacco, she plaving- with lier baby, and an
older cbuld rolling on the floor at tlieir
feet Tbey ail Iooked and felt very com-
fortable, and John was wishing for notliing
in tlie world just tiien but some more to-
bacco. Not tliat lie was a very great
smoker, but il was a treat 10 sit by bis own
fireside and pass the ie time awav witli
bis pipe. WVhat else could lie do witli
himseîf on his day of rest?

The last asli had been turned out of, the
pipe, when bis son, a boy of seven or eight
years old, came in from, the Sunday
gehool. "O , Johnny, iny nman," said bis
father, Ilbefore youi bang up y-our cap, just
run round the corner 10 Ball's shop and
pet me a bit of 'bacca; here's the minoey.
And I dare say you've been a good. boy at
school, so you can bring a penn'ortb of bis
nice littie apples for you, and- sister, and
baby. Make haste 110w; tbere's a good
lad."'

Jobiny's briglit face clotided over in a
moment at bis father's wvords, and biehung
back from taking the rnoney. Il Wouldn't
it do to-morrow, faitber ?" hie asked very
mneekly. "4Wby, no; I want my 'bacca
riow; and don't you want au apple 110w ?
\Vbat's tbe natter with tbee, lad.?

" Nothing, father- only-..- only--its
Sunday, and weve been reading about the
comrnandmnents, and tle propliet w-ouldn't
let the people buy and seli on tbe Sabbath
day ;" and by the lime lie got out the
words, Jobinny, wîb a very red face, had
crept bebind bis înother's chuir.

Mrs. Bowen feit that it was flot for the
boy t0 blusb, and loohked at bier liusband 10
sec how hie took it.

John Bowen, thougli Nvhat la called a
kind man, was heisty too, aid lie did flot
choose to bc contra{licted. IISo," said ho,
feeling that, rigbî or wrong, lie would bave
bis oivn wvay, " you have been reading thé
comman(lments, have you ? Well, wlien I
was a lad there was one amonga 'em as
used ho say, IIHonour tby fatlier andý
inother ;" is it Iliere Dow, IwodV

"O vos, father, but-"

."IBut-yuu just doas your'e bid, then,
in a moment, and that's honouring your
father; else you'll find I can teacli asi welI
as Sunday achook"

Jolinny was puzzled, but lie went and
did as lie was told; then modestly refusing
the offered apple, lie took out bis litIle
Testament, and began to look at bis ver-
ses for tbe iiext, Sun'lay, %b~ile the littho
sister ate lier appie, and thie father smoked
in silence.

Now it is of no use to have a nice home,
and a good wife, and au honest livingi if a
inan bas not something else that la better
than ail. - These must pass awav' in Lime,
and are no provision for eternity. The
sometbing else la the blessing of Almighty
God on ail bis gook gifts, ani] belief in the
Lord Jesus Christ as the soiil's portion for
eternal bappiness. John Bowen thouglit
himself a very good man, because lie was
botter in niany respects than some of bis
neiglibours; but the trulli was that hE was
living without God in tho world," tak-
ing no thouglit about bis never-dying
sont, or the way, the only way, tbat God.
bas made in Jesus Christ for recoiving sin-
ners. Ho forgot that thoro are but two
classes, la one or other of which every lin-
inan being lias bis place-those wbo are
saved by failli in the bloocl of tbe Laminb
or the loat who rejeet bis redeemning love.

-I say, wife," said John, the first mo-
ment they ivere alone togrethir, Il if our
chlidren are to disobey us, and think theni-
selves s0 wise by going ho scboo], I'm for
settling iL tliey'd botter not go there an>'
more.")

Il Oh, dear husband, don't sav, so. l'Il
tell you wliat my hurn cf tbinking takeg
upon iL. Won't it be botter for us just ho
see and do aI home wliat îhey gel tauglit
at sehool ? 'Cause you know hhere's only
one riglit way after ail, and hhat's the Bible
way, I tako it. No le's no use for us to
conhradict the Bible; la it, John?1"

IlWell, but it's contradicting Bible not
bo obey parents; ain't it b" persisted John.

IlCertàin sure, if parents order just the
thing that tlie IBible says," replied M"s.
Bowen; but if not, it makes a jumble in
the poor little heads to know wbat to do.
]lt Booms, John, that God is Father 10 you
anidme, and bids us obey hlm, same as we
expect Our chitdren to obey us; but weC
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