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and subjugate the loftiest discoveries of the
character and will of the infinite and eter-
nal One to its puny dictates, and would re-
sist, without one pang of remorse, the ob-
ligations of a code of morality the most
sublime and salutary the world ever saw.
Others take their rise in the physiologi-
cal speculations of the day, which would
either trace all our intellectual and emo-
tional powers to the peculiar structure of
organized substances, or, in order to pre-
serve the existence of a Supreme Intelli-
gence, would fain resolve the mind of
man into a piece of organization, gradu-
ally refined and sublimated, and develop-
ed from a mass of gelatinous-matter. But
whatever be their source, all tend to the
same conclusion; and whether this spirit
exists in {be breast of the infidel savan,
or the politico-philauthropist,or the man of
seience and literature, its aim and end in
them -all is the demolition of the integrity
and sunctity of the Sabbatk as an institute
of Heaven.

2.  Another species of antagonism to
the Sadbathy's that spiret of wtilitarianism,
that at present reigns with all but ubso-
lute sway.~Xivery fact or truth once cs-
tablished, through whatever channel it
flows, is of utility, brings us closer to
the fountain of all truth, and contributes,
in-one shape or-another, to the well-being
-of man,the Liord of this nether workl. The
fact-or truth may continue in a state of in-
active dormancy,or in astateof quiet abey-
ance for generations or centuries, -but it
shall, some time.or.other, be'regarded in
its own intrinsic worth, .occupy the posi-
tion it ought, and subserve kigh and im-
portant purposes. Now, what is thespi-
1it of the age, and what-are its practical
tendencies? In the height of its impa-
tience it would at once discard every fact
or truth that cannot be turned into direct
or immediate account,.and drive its cha-
riot wheels over all that is sacred and
pure. Ience, it boldly repudiates all
moral restraints that would check its
presumption and daring. Ience, it vio-
lates, without the vestige of compunction,
the highest and holiest commands, when
these would ventureto obstruct its eourse.
And bence, too, in the exercise of ils
spurious philanthropy, it would provide
places of amusement and relaxation for
the working populution of the laund, on
tkat day which the Creator has claimed
as ‘his own-peculiar property, and which
in very love he has given to man, asa
preparation for-a glorious eternity.

8. dAnother specics of antagonisin to
the Sabbatk is a self-indulyiny, self-ag-
grandizing, and a moncy coveling spi-
rit.—~This is the graed characteristic
'of the age. The whole world is hasting
to be rich. Individuals are vieing with
individuals, nations with nations, in their
ardent pursnit afteropulence. Some are
foilowing one course, and others another,
but they all meet and pay their obeisance
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at tho alfar of Mammon. Ifor the satis-
fying of this unquenchable thirsy, the
laws both of God and man are sot at
open defiance.  That this idol may bc
more fully adored, they do their best to re-
tain the reputation of a Christian profes-
sion ; and, to pacity their consciences, they
gloss over the most plain and positive pre-
cepts of tho Bible, by the most bare-
faced and erronecous interpretations.—
Ilence they plead for secular traflic on
the Lord’s day, the running of the loco-
motives on the railways, and of the boats
on tho canals, and the like,—though, in
their attempts to reconcile such conduct
with their religious profession, they are
guilty of the use of arguments aud lan-
guage Dordering on infidelity, if not on
blasphemy. Witness the proceedings at
present going on in connection with the
Chrystal Palace at Londen.

These are some of the phases which
the opposition to the Sabbath is now as-
suming. It were well that the friends of
the Sabbath were surveying tnore watch-
fully these raodes of attack. It were well
that they were girding on more valiantly
the armour that the Biole hath provided,
and above all, that they were rallying
more closely around the standard of the
Lord of the Sabbath.— Original.

PRINCIPLES AND AIMS OF THE
SCOTTISH SABBATH ALLIANCE.
Thoe Alidnee rests upon the Fourtly Cow-

mandment. And why? Not because the
Fourth Commandment instituted the Sabbath;
nor because the rest of the Bible, particularly
the New Testament, i3 silent about it; out

‘beeause the whole Moral Law, binding wpon

all men, at ail times and in all places, is sum-
med up in the Ten Commandments. Tokeep
holy to God one whole day in seven, is as
much a duty of universal obligation as to re-
verence parenis and not to take God’s name
in vain. DMuch light is thrown by other parts
of Scripturc on the origin of the Sabbath,and
on the right way of observing it; but it is on
Sinai that the Sabbath veceive its highest
sanction. It is there that itis me rporated

habit of obedience is broken; men learn to
act upon the promptings of their.own winds,
instead of the formal commands of God ; even
the best are injured i the whole tone of their
religion by this sort of assumed independence :
and how rapidly, in the case of the vast ma-
jority, it runs into universal lawlessness, the
records of every criminal court in the country
can tell.

‘The Alliance, therefore, stands forth for tho
Sabbath, not merely asgood forman, but as
made by God; and good for man, becanse
made by God: the Sabbath was made for
man,

Henee the Alliance can consent to no com-
romise-~it can pursue no hall-measures.—
The entire day of twenty-four hours, is the
only Sabbath the Alliance knows, for it is the
only Sabbath the law of God kuows. The
fiction of canonical hours, er hours of chureh
service, and the notion of restricting the Sab-
bath-rest to them, is a mere unauthorized in-
vention either of the god of this world, or of
the Man of Sin.

Hence, also, the Alliance can approve ot
no systemacie-provision for cases of necessity
and mercy. Lhatsuch cases will occasionally
ocenr, and tuat all possible facilities should be
afforded for meeting them when they do oc-
cur, the Alliance most fully admits But
then, from their very nature, they must be
occasional. They oceur also much more
rarely than many people think; for the God
of the Babbath is the God of providence ;and
Le has not given men aninstitution that-clash-
es, in any -serious measure, with his own pro-
cedure in the ordering.of the events of life —
And, at any rate, to mutilate the Sabbath for
the general community, by bolding out a con-
staut, regular, and unifor:n bait for cases of
necessity and merey, is not to meet them
when they oceur, which alone is lawful, but
to court and create their occurrence. All
experierce, accordingly, proves—what a
knowledge of human nature might lead us 10
expeet—that, where arrangements arve not
studiously made beforehand in such cases,
they are extremely rare; while you have on-
ly to hold out ostentatiously systematic facili-
ties for accommmodating them, aed they rapid-
Iy multiply on your haud ;—the most frivolons
occasion becoming suddenly a mighty crisis.

‘Thus, taking its stand on the law of God,
and contending for the entire day as the Sab-
bath, the .Alliance proposes to deal with the

and imbedded in that comprehensive rule of general mind and conscience of this profess-

morality which must last while the world
stands The divine law of right and wrong,
and the Sabbath, must now stand or fall to-
gether. If the Fourth Commandment goes,
all the others go with it; henceforth the love
of God and the love of man cease to be com-
manded dumdes, and are left merely to the
impulseof teehng. The Sabbath, in the Fourth
Commandment, 1s the great safe-guard of both
tables of the law.

All experience bears witness to this. Let
men give up keeping the Sabbath as a moral
duty, exactly on the same footing with the o-
ther duties to God and man taught in the Ten
Commandments ; and what follows ? They
may profess and try for a little to keep the
Sabbath on the looting of expediency or the
authority of the Church, or some other rcason
of decency or devotion : but it is no longer
kept in obedience to an express law of God.
And this is always the beginning of groar evil
Tt leads to a ax exercise of private } dgment
as to the way of keeping the Sahbath- Tor it
15 all now mattor of discretion together  The

edly Christian nation, and particulariy to in-
fluence those who may be said, to a large ex-
tent to have the destinies of the Scottigh Sab-
bath in their hands.

To call forth, collect, and combine the con-
victions of the Scottish Christian people—so
as.to form a sound pablic opinion on the sub-
ject, and give it voice.and utterance—is one
chief design of the Alliance. This, evident-
ly, must Pea work of time. The present
movement, therefore, is not a single isolated
cflort for carrying, by one stroke a particular
measure. We do not expect all at once to
secure success in the great work we have on
band. On the contrary, our design is to
make arrangements for a permanens, pauent,
and persevering system of peaceful aggressi-
onon all forms of Sabbath-desecration, with a
view to the progressive improvement of alt
classes of the community in the habits of Sab-
bath-observance. Ilence the ‘nesessity of a
large organization, branching.throughout ali
the land, and having the means of vigorous
and effective action, on every occasion that



