
Th4e Teacliing of Mo rat ity and
Patréotism.

Tîiw question is freçquenitly raisecl
Slîould not înoralitv and patriotisiii be
tauiglit in the sehools? Inideed, in uaLo
a feu' qtîarters spccific effort., arc nmade
Lo give instruction iii these hunes, par-

icularily wvitli reference to liatriotisIn
or loyalty.

What, thcîx. is the~ significance of
this question aud of thu.se efforts ?
To thie question, Should înoralitv anld
patriotisinî be taught ili the selhioîs ?
I should answ'er ;Mýost assuredlv. >Io
the furthcr question, Shouldspcf'
periocîs be clcvoted to dlie teaclîing of
thcse subjccts ? I slioîld reply ; Most
assuredly iîot. My reasoîîs for thiese
replies îuay lie brieflv, stated as follows:

Mvorality and latriotisîni are îîot
propcrly, subjeets of stndfy at alI
E'1thics and( politics are subjects of
studv, andl, for muore nature nuinds,
shau;ld have considerable influence ini
giv'iiig direction to thie sense of moral
respoiisiility, or of public (luty But
the sense of mîoral rcsponsibility, or of
public duty, is sinilly a spiritual at-
titude towards the facts of life. Like
the sense of beauty in art, it can lic
awakeîied and( (leveloped otly ini Con-
nlection i 'th concrete experience.
Hence, thîe teaclier w~ho x'ol( develop
ini pupil or stifdeut a higli scuise of
moral responisibiliLy, otlierwise ex -
pressed as a sensitive conscience, or a
highi sense of social respolisîlility andc
sensitivenîcss (o thie inatioiîal honor bias
a very (lelicate bunt neyer cndiiig duty
ta (liscliarge.

Sucli teý" 11inig, whien e-ffective, is
ahnost always indirect. The abject is
not ta force uipol flhc pupils, ini au
exteriîal nianuer, a set of deffiuite
precepts, but ta draw out by syîupatlî-
etie appreciatioîî, the earnest glowv of
admiration for noble axîd honour-
able actions, and a correspondiîîg
scorli for coarse and ignoble dccds or
sentimenîts. But, as everythuîîg de-
pends uponl the lnaturahiess andl realitv

of tlîis training, thec occasions for stini-
ulatîing this spirituial attitude muus, lie
carefully3 choseii. TIliey îîuît be
selected in coniiectian wi'tIî the regular
course of school-life and studies, not
artificiaill truluped up. Auy taint of
sliai or cant is as fatal to the truc
spirit of nierai and social lionour as is
a zero blast to a delicate planit.

Since e':c(rv action lias a moral as-
pect andl, likew'ise, tiiougli oftenin l a
lcss obvions measure, a social aspect,
it is liot (lificîlit to fiîîd iiatural oppor-
tiitics for the stinîulating of persoual
anîd national self-resp.ect. 'This applies
alike to the (Iaily coiîduct of the puipils,
anîd to the incidents in lîterature aI(l
lîistory as thev corne up ln the woyk
of the classes.

If, then, mora'lty and patriotism n 
(lîcir only wvorthyv shape are exlpres-
sions of a spiritual attitude, siîîce the
lîumani spirit is, ini its înoods, of end-
less variety and( conîbination, anîd, ini
itse xprcssioii, of the subtlest (lelths
and shades, it is obvious that a train-
ing ini moral ipîrPose and puiblic spirit
caniiot he coîîfincd w'ithin prescribed
i uIes, or appointe(l for set scasonis.

But if this, view of thc inatter is at
ail correct, theîî a goo(l mny of the
well-meant efforts of the lireselit, to
lromîotc înoralit3- anîd patriotisul ini
thec sehools are sa(lv astrav. In the
case of patriotisiii, foir instance,
there is a distinict tendecc in bath
the Unuited States anîd Canada, ta
w'ither up by arid blasts froîîî the
parchcd descrt of jingoisnî the tender
v'erdure of a richer anîd îîobler public
spirit. It is truly pathetic (o witness
the efforts wvhichi are frequieitl3y made,
anîd too ofteu wîth success, ta sûr up
ini the hîearts of the youtli of thie
counîtry, under thie nine of patriatisii,
the coarsest and most uîîchristian feel-
ings of whichi humanity is capable.

Truc patriatisux, as I nnderstaîîd it,
is that personal sense of flhc national
honor whiclî cherishes as its ideal the
frecst and fulllest realization of the
national capacities, and wliich is as
sensitive to the national sbortcomiîîgs
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