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that is etious, which is remote from an exegletical wvork. The
reproach wvas flot unjustified, and I have taken pains that it can-
flot be raised against the cominentary in its new form."

Or, again, at an earlier period, hie bewails his crabbed literary
style: Finally, I beg the reader ta overlook miany hard and
obscure things ;n rny mianner of writing. I know that the high-
est literarv style is, at the same time, the highest beautv, and
that throughi %Vise and beautiful words the cross of Christ rnay be
made of more effeet. Howv gladly I would understand how ta
learn ta speak the simple, modest, aind chaste language of wis-
dom from above! I perceive, with great mortification, that 1 arn
yet very far froin th2 goal of my effort."

The richness of his many-sided mmid and his indefatigable
industry in accumulation made each successive edition of hiis
comimentaries practically a new work, and his clas3 lectures were
continually being rewritten. The printer furnished him ,%itli a
copy of each of his books bound in quarto, with wide margins,
and these volumes stood together on lis bookshelves continuallv,
receiving anv new quotation from lis reading, or any newv sug-
gestion from lis thinking, or froin discussion, whîch might be of
value for the next issue.

In bis doctrine of the church, Delîtzsch belonged to the
smbolic school of Lutherans. His eager mind saw types every-

wvhere. Everything is viewed by hiinas prefigured in everyithing,>
especially in the domain of the Bible. And, following alongr the
sane line, hie does flot admit that a distinction is ta be made
betwveen the visible and the invisible church. The source of life
wvhich nourishes the church is the sacraments. His wvhole
theory rests on the idea that the church, being the body of
Christ, ought ta, be founded on His persan, corporal as well as
spiritual. The man-God, clothed with His transfigured human
nature, acts on the wvhole physical and moral existence of the
members of whom He is the head. Betveeni the Word and the
sacraments there is a difference wvhich is s0 much ta the advan-
tage of the latter that, in virtue of it, Delitzschi may fairly be
classed as a sacramentarian, though hie is far frorn exhibiting
sanie of tHie traits that usually go wvith sacranîentarianisnî. The
WTord acts only upon those who believe; the sacraments act
invariably on all who receive themi,zand this they do in an irresist-
ible way, ex opere operato, for salvation or perdition.


