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THE CANADIAN ECONOMIST.

MONTREAL, SATURDAY, 2p JANUARY, 1817,

THE PAST, THE PRESENT, AND THE FUTURE.

The year 1816 has run its course, and we have entered on another
of those miuute and imaginary divisions of time by which the pro-
gress of huinay existence is maked. At such a tine it is the
custom to corumence by wishing the stranger all sorts of imaginary
honors, and we will not depart from so honored and courteous an
ohservance, We do, indecd, hope that the events whish are as
yetn the womb of tine, and which 1817 is destined to bring forth,
will be auspicions, and that the appmoaching year will see vast
progress made in the accomplishment of plans having for their ob-
ject the benefit of the whole human race. We wonld tain hope
that the coming year will sce an end put fo the selfish systems hy
which nations lave cat themselves off frow sucrounlag nations,
and that tiie goud wo:k commenced in 181 will be brought to a
suzcessful conclusion in 1817, “Though there is much to accom:-
plish, we do not despair.  When we lonk hack and see what has
been done, and when we note the spirit that is at work threughout
the world, we have every reason to be sativfied.  Impelled by the
example of England, the other great zommercial countries are
waiting but an oppartanity to throw dawn their old trading restric-
tions and adapt a new, and miore hralthful, and more humatizing

wolicy.

‘The year that hiac paceed away will «ani for ever memotalle in
our annals,—scarcely less memorable than those gieat eras which
mark the accompl’s'iment of national righits, which are the graund-
work of aur civil frocdom. The watld had niver seen hefare so
great a revatution carried out by sush peaceful and yet such mighty
mears 3 and the world hac Yeamt frem that tinn 1 a lesson which
cannot be o decply tudied  The chianze has been followed too by
cvents which seemird slmost erdsined to prove its necessity and
wisdom. Pul for the supplies of foed received uader a Free Trade
tasifl, Eazlard ond Ireland would, at this momeat, bo suffering the
hotors of a fan'n»—a faiae creatd net becawe the world does
not supply safficient foad fus its inhabilants, but bzeznse the ahard
yolicy of Covernments wonld ot allow that fud te findts way inlo
thehantsof theirstarvinz people. Quzht not this fuct to prove ales-
s0n 1o Jegislatars hiow they tamper with nataral Laws, andatto mptby
aslificial expedients fo make that dear whidi Providence, through
e industry of man, intended should be abnndant ?

The year 1817 finls the world prepared to cnter more ful'y on
the new coursi, and extend the ficld of national and individual
enlerprise It find. nativns, with oue or two unfortunate excep-
tions, at peace, and preseats the human mind bent on creating phy-
sical revatutions by the means of science, thatmay well cieale
A Canala, we are glad to say, has canzlit
something of this spirit, and kas engaged, thou th suncwhat tardily,
in the formation of railroads and maznstic telegraphs that are ta
coneet iermore closely in herselt, a .l more intimately with her
neighhours,  But Canada has mose tn o than cven these inven-
nons, great as they are, piesent. She too, is fecling the influunce
of atestriclive commercial system, which devolves un her buitheas

which it is neither to her own interest nor o that of the parent
state that she shonld brar,  The new vear, therefore, opene fo her
new prospects [t points ont 10 her a much wider field of action
than she has vet enjove !, and, uader a svstem of Free Teade, such
a developement of hier resonrees as, whilst it will contribute to her
own prosperitv, will not add less to that of the great empire under
whaose protection it is her blessing to be,

Thus on all Lands wonld we hope that the san which js just
now brst e o usc will eontinue to spread a elorivus light to its
close, and that with the progress of a new onder of jdeas, we
¥ find carselves ot the end of eighteen hundred and forty-
geven, as at the ond of eizhteen handred w.d forivesix, gmteful
for the past, prowd of the present, and hopeful for the future.

THE PROVINCIAL TARIFE.

Tn our lact article on this subject we reviewed the importations
of Spirits and Wines since 1838 o 1813 inclasive, for the purpose
of Showing how thie ennsumption of these important articles was af-
fected by tanation ; and we may recal to our readers® recollection
that we o tatlihied the following facts: 1st. That from 1839 to
1811 ¢the duty heins thien conparatively low) the quantity of im-
ported spi ils entered fu, home consumption was, ¢n the average,
595,021 galls , while in the years 1843 to 1815 inclusive (the daty
beinz then materially increased), the gnantity entered for home
consumption was rediaced on the avernge to 368,738 galls., show-
inga falling fl of 226,256 galls.; or 40 per cent, per annum, in the
consumjdion of imperied spirits!

Qul That as re-pects Wines, the quantity entered for hume con-
sumption in the fi-t porio), whan the duties were comparatively
Inw, was ot the averaze 305,223 galls. parananmn anl that in the
second period, when the daties were materially enhanced, the
quantity entered for home consumption was only on the averaze
289,018 walls., showing an averaze fallinz oft 1n the consumption
of 17,2065 zalls | or ahout 6 per cent per annum.

Frem thrse ficts our readsrs witl readily draw the conclusion
that by false leziclation their comforts and their commerce have
baen unneces<arily abridzed, without at the same time improving
the reveniue of the country to ansthing like a commensurate de-
degree. if indeed it ezn be shewn to have been improved at all.

We naw coue to canpare the wputations of Tea, Tobacco, Cof-
fee. Molasses, ana Salt.

Pievionsly ta 1812, the duties o1 Teas were 64. cy. per Ih. on
Tison, 20 cv per ib. on Bohea, and 41 cv. per 1h. on all other
Lia vy and their importation was prahitited except from Great Bri-
tuin or a Bruish possession, or ion Caina direct, the consequense
of which—that is the prohibition anl the ligh duty tozether—:wvas
that the baik of the Tea consumed in Canada, and patticularly in
the Upper Provinen, vas introduced acro.s the froatier by the
aaeney of the smugzgler, and of course paid uo daty at all
This s a fact which was notorions at the time, and which we be-
lieve had goeat weight wids the Legislatute of the mother country
whedat conseate l to remove the prohibition.  An anccdote which
we hwvz oftn hewrd may be mentioned here fo itlustrate the cor-
raplins cfic ‘s which tiat prohibition had npon the morals of our
becthien i West-rn Canada, anld indead throuzhont the Province,
but mare particularly in the Westera pait of it, whara the subjert
of our an. clule resided.  An extensive Tea-dealer of a city which
shall be nameless, who was a magistrate, a pillar of the kirk, and
alave all, in a general sense, a man of exemplary character, was
reprorched by a'friend for doing what he was notoriously known to
b2 aailty of, namely, dealing in smnzzled teas. e replied, «that
he had a famuly to provide for, ani that his conscicace acquilted
Lim of zuist in cvading an clions law which was opposed to com-
mon senss anld the first piacipies of human rights.  For instance,™
sud ha, “the law allews me to ga {o Now York to purchase my
teas, which I da by a bill at six months' date, but compels me to
saip then © Bazland to bz reshipped to Canada, by which means
the whole six moaths arc geaarally expended before my teas reach
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