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thiere are thirty millions of Buddliists. The fact is, thiat ini thie Mikado"s
empire there is a trmd of religions, the rites and ceujiionies of wl ic1 arc

so interingniled thiat millions of people xnay be couintedl as belonging to al
tbree. Thiese religion-, are Shinto, Bniddliisi, and ý'4orto, wvhichl is the
Japaniese terin for Confîicianisni. Wc propose to take a survey of the
jirst nauicd, whili as the old national religrion %Vas cai!cd Kanii-1o-mliclii
(Or Mad-sii), and is now cciirally knowvn asShn.*

There are înauy ways of speiling titis word Shtinto, wlhichi is simply the
rcndering iII Chincse eharacters of thie Nvords Kýami-no-icheli, mieaningc
"the way of te gods", (shin = god, t0 = wav), and is equivalent tb

tile Greelz OEi;; X6'yiuç. Thie Chiniese expiain thie wvord as follows :shiin=
slpirit, to = thie doctrine, and they declare tlat Shinte is a formi of spirit
'worship.

So dense is the darkzness thiat enshrouds thie carly history oi Japan that
it is impossible -%ithi any degree of eertainf.y to trace thie genesis atnd early
dleveiopment of tîtat wlii'!h, aftcrward became thie national religion of the
empire. Thli drift of schoiarshiip, aside frorn the Japanese, is scutling
loward the thecory that at least thie gurins of Shito, wcrc brouglit, from the
nmainland of Asia. 'Mien wve know more of the religion of the Aiinu, per-
Ilnps w'c may be able to speak more decisivcly conccrning Shinto.

Not 01113- is the origrii of Shinto a mattr of great perplexity te, investi-
zaîo:q. but the religion, itsclf lias oecn so înodified by its contact withi
otlier systemns that lio stiperficial observer can tell jiist -%vat Shinto is.
Japanese sclholars thiemseives are divided into hostile camps whiei titis sub-
jectt is npon the tapis. Foreigners; wlio hiave investigatcd tlic systcmn withi
tte nmost disintcrested motives do not -ag(rec in their conclusions, and inany
of the înost candid are thie least dogmatic, iu thetir statements.

A retturned inissionary, for a long time resident in Japan, on being
-asl-ed for soie; information as 10 Nvhat Shixxco really is, replied "I
wold like 10 learua soinethiing abolit Shinto inyseif." One seholar tde-
àlae - " Sliinto is an engine for reducing thie people to a condition of
nuental slavery. " Anothier 1says :" There is good evidence ilhat Shinto
meexbtes very closely thie ancient religion of tle Chinese. " A thilrd §
liolds thiat " the leading ide% of Shinto is a rcverential feeling toward the
ilcid." " In ils highler formns Sinto is simpiy a etilturcd and intellectual
ttliesm. In ils lower fornis it is a, blind obedience to goverunentai and
priestly dictates. " Tihis is the verdict of Dr. Grifflis, il whiose long rosi-
ukace iii Japali, and scholarly, iiiprejuidiced investigations com1bine to giva
it e Ig. n fact, it is only Silice ]8 î '0 tliat we really know anythiug
aklit Shinito, as wvriters prior bo that time told us of Biiddhisnîi, and not
of Shiinto.

Jauesc ScholaWise the trmi ]Zanil-uio-MJNlclii, nnd unt Shlàito.
tErnest Sataw. 4J. A. voià flr:dt. ~ ri Iori.

1 SSc "«The M.lkado's Eniplre." IW IV. E. <irifIls. lc charactcrizesi Shinto ns Ila Ilobinson
cI1lSO 8ong religions.".


