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there are thirty millions of Buddhists. The fact is, that in the Mikado's
empire there is a triad of religions, the rites and cersmonies of wlich arc
so intermingled that millions of people may be counted as belonging to all
three. These religions are Shinto, Buddhism, and Sorto, which is the
Japanese term for Confucianism. We propose to take a survey of the
first named, which as the old national religion was called Kami-no-Miehi
{or Mad-su), and is now generally known as Shinto.*

There are many ways of spelling this word Shinto, which is simply the
rendering in Chinese characters of the words Kami-no-Michi, meaning
“ihe way of the gods’ (shin = god, to = way), and is equivalent to
the Greek Osss Adyos.  The Chinese explain the word as follows : shin=
spirit, to = the doctrine, and they declare that Shintc is a form of spirit
worship.

So dense is the darkness that enshrouds the early history osx Japan that
it is impossible with any degree of certainty to trace the genesis and early
devclopment of that which afterward became the national religion of the
empire. The drift of scholarship, aside from the Japanese, is settling
toward the theory that at least the germs of Shinto were brought from the
mainland of Asia. When we know more of the religion of the Aiim, per-
haps we may be able to speak more decisively concerning Shinto.

Not only is the origin of Shinto a ma*ter of great perplexity tc investi-
gatoss, but the religion itsclf has veen so medified by its contact with
other systems that no superficial observer can tell just what Shinto is.
Japanese scholars themsclves are divided into hostile camps when this sub-
ject is upon the tapis. Foreigners who have investigated the system with
the most disinterested motives do not agree in their conclusions, and many
of the most candid are the least dogmatic in their statements,

A returned missionary, for a long time resident in Japan, on being
wked for some information as to what Shirco veally is, replied : I
would like to learn something abont Shinto myself.””> One scholar { de-

daves: ““ Shinto is an engine for reducing the people to a condition of
mental slavery.””  Another] says: ‘¢ There is good evidence vhat Shinto
tsembles very closely the ancient religion of the Chinese.” A third §
holds that ¢ the leading idea of Shinto is a reverential fecling toward the
dead.”  ““In its higher forms Shinto is simply a cultured and intellectual
atheism. In its lower forms it is a blind obedience to governmental and
priestly dictates.”” This is the verdict of Dr. Griffis,| whose long resi-
denee in Japan, and scholarly, wnprejudiced investigations combine to give
itweight. In fact, it is only since 1870 that we really know anything

alout Shinto, as writers prior to that time told us of Buddhism, and not
of Shintw,

* Japancse scholarsuse the term Kami-no-Michi, and not Shinto.

t Ernest Sataw. 1 J. A. von Brandt. § Arinori Morl.

18See “The Mikado’s Empire,™ by W, E. Grifis, He characterizes Shinto as **a Robinson
Crusoe among religlons.™;

SR TN, WA

¥

.

SR A ST S

oy, =



