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CI1cERO says that the orator, in the exordium of his address, should
establish between himself and his hearers a mutual understanding,
and get with them upon a common ground.

The same law applies to the editor and anthor. It is highly impor-
tant, that, at the very outset, the writer and reader should understand
each other; and therefore we give these opening pages of this Review
10 8 word of salutation and explanation addressed to all our readers,

" Led, as we believe, by the Providence of God, we undertake to carry
on & good work which origirated ten years ago in the mind and heart of
a beloved returned missionary from India,* and which has, by his hand,
amid much physical suffering, been carried to its presentstage of growth
and success. God’s workmen are constantly changing but His work
goeson. We have yielded to what seemed a providential pressure
thrusting us unexpectedly into the gap left by the necessary retire-
ment of the previous editor from the control of the Review, and we
shall seck to perpetuate and perfect what was originally designed and
has been so far, and so well, developed under his care.

It does not always follow that even a good work needs to be carried
on : sometimes it reaches completion, and addivion is superfluous. In
this case we conceive that to discontinue this Review would be Qisas-
ter. So far is it from a finished structure, that thus far only the corner-
stone has been laid and the foundation built; the scaffolding is not yat
ready to be removed, and we are beginning a new story with such modi-
fications as the building demands as it advances.

There is now room for more of the literary, the msthetic, the intel-
lectual; a demand, as circulation increases and a firm financial basis ig
secured, for the best labor properly compensated. We have no less
aim than to make this Review the commanding Missionary Magazine
of the World, sparing neither labor nor money to make it one of the
foremost agencies for the evangelization of the world and the informa-
tion, organization and co-operation of disciples in the direction of
world-wide wissions,

That such & Review is needed, we should be ashamed to argue.
There ave two great, potent factors which must enter into the solution
of th.e problem of missions—the tongue and pen. The printing-press
multiplies them.both a thousandfold. It gives volume and compass to
the voice, like the trl'lmpet of a Titan, and it scatters the products of
_th_e pen, as though it had at command the hundred-handed giantg
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