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Theology and the Rising tlinistry.

13Y T. TROTTER.

HE dE day is past w'ben men question the value of col.legi-
ate edueatioii to the runse.So ighrl a, loel bias

S pop>ular education reached, and so mny and exact-
ing are the dernands upon tu modernî patr that every
aspirant to tlic rinistry fècîs hie bias littie clance of stroiîg
continuous influence in the pastoral office tinless 'l-disci-
plined and well-infoirned. And since this discipline and iii-
formation eau be obt.ainied so niuch more thioilrlgly and
rapidly uinder the guidance of able istructors and tbe other
hcelptùl conditions of collegre life, than alone, in the fragmients
of tîme that caîî be snatelied from the pressing duties of the
nîinistry, it is no longer 4an open question whetbher the candi-
date f'or the rninistry is not greatly advantaged by collegiate
preparation for bis calliug.

A question, lîowover, wbich is stili very rnuh alIive
arnong- studeîîts foir the nîinistry, is, %vbether arts and tlîcoilogy
are both necessary as parts of tbeir collegiate proparation.
Thuis is not surprising. Each new generation of youvag mon
cornes up, innocent of tbe streiîuous dernauds wvbicli later life
will malze, full of the impatiente incident to youth, and appall-
cd at the prospect of tour years ini arts and tbree iun.ogy
Is there not in this seven yeartis' stretch a %vaste of îprecious
time borderiîîg on self-indulgenee ? Are tliere ilot inany
nion wb'o, w'itb mucli less timie at college, have beconie v~ery
useful ? And sinco the arts wvork naturally preoýPéJes the
theologicýal, the question ottenest takes th;- forrn of %v'betlier
theologry may not. sately ho allowed to gro by delauIt, iii the
case of a man who bias won his arts degrec and lias acquircd
the montai discipline wliich. that implies.

I venture to enter a plea in behiaif of the theologrical.
cou rse.

Not the theologicai as opposed to thec arts course, when-
ever it is possible by any perseverance and sel f-sacrifice for
a, mîan to take bothl ; for tlie degree of appreciatioti and.
rnasterlulness witli w'hich one wvil1 corne t91o the study of the
gwreat snb.jects of theology will depend largely upon the
thoroughiness of lus discipline and tlue brezzidtbi of bis goeneral
culture previously acquired. The manî w'o bias nîastcred luis
ruatiieniatics is the mian who Nvill brince to, h>mile-tics anud
svstemnatic thie6oogy, that power of analysis and strigclit-
gnained thoughit wvbich is so desirable. Hie w'ho lias niastered
thue lii.guistie aiud liteihry studios, anicient anîd modern, of the


