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LETTERS 0F THOMAs ERSKINE, of Linlathien. he'dth, or conformity to the Divine character,
Edited by William Hanna, D.D., Author of is the 1ifimte objeci of God in His dealings
IlMemoirs of Dr. Ch«ilmers." Edinburgh with the children of men. Whatever else God
David Douglas. biath done %vith regard to men lias been sub-

sidiary, and with a viev ;to this; even the un-
These IlLetters "are the genuine expression speakable %vork of Christ> and pardon freely

of a very remarkable and rare character, ane offered through His cross, have beeni but means
give at least the fragmentary portraiture of ýa to a further end; and that end is, that the.
remarkable and ideally beautiful life. " Thomab adopted children of the famiiy of God might be
Erskine, of Linlathen " (a small estate on the conformeci to the Iikeness of their eider brother;
east coast of Scotland), is ivell known to a limit- that they might resemble Him in character, and
ed ciass of readers, wvho combine higli culture thus enter into his joy. The sole abject o f
and earnest thought wvith a warma and evangeli- Christian belief is to produce the Christian char-
cal Christianity. By flot a fewv of these Mr. acter, and unless this is done nothing is
Erskine's theologîcal writings are still rend and done"
appreciated, and those who are acquainted with FrOm 1816 to 1870 ',%r. Erskine lived at Lin-
the groivth of theological thougbt, flot only in lathen a comparatively uneventfui life, so far
in Scotland but in England, know how largely as outvard events go ; neyer marrying, but
Mr. Erskine and his friend and feliow-labourer forming around hirn a liousehold, of %Vbicli two
in the highest sense-John McLeod Camp- married sisters wvere the miost plorninent. and
bell-have given impulse and formi to the best permanent memibers-both. nobly gifted as
theological thought of the present day. to iritellectual qualities and Christian charac-

Thomas Erskine, a descendant of a line of ter. The qu'at counitry life at Linlathen, of
illustrions Erskines, including Colonel John %whichi the Ieiture wvas devoted to wvriting the
Erskine, and Erskine of the " Institutes," wvas books hie bas left to perpetuate lis religious
a young advocate in Edinburgh when WValter teacliing, %vas varied by frequerat wvnters in
Scott, then a clerk of the Court of Session, was Edinburgh, and by continental tours, much en-
beginning to draw attention as the author of joyedb m okel alive to the beauti-

~C aveley" ihile the " Ediîiburgh Reviewv- fi in nature and art, as well as so richly stored
ers "-Jeffrey , Cockburn, Fuilerton, his own with classical learning and historic associations.
own intimnate friends-wvere at the hekit of He %vas a connaisseur and collector of pictures,
their professional faine. The young man of and his drawing-room at Liniathen contained a
twventy-three, thrown into the brifliant intel- choice, though srnall collection, in wvhich wvere
lectuai society of that day, passed throughi an a numiber of originais by tinîe-honoured names.
"eclipse of faith " more'common nowv than it On one of bis first tours hie thus expresses the

wvas then. Writing in advanced age, and re- only half-approv'ed-of deligbt ivith. which lie
ferring to this period of his life, lie says "Like studied the art treasures at Florence. " M y
many in the -present day2. I came in after life to dear sister, wliat a strange wvorlcl it is. It
have misgivings as to the credibility of thi., seerns Most extraordinary to my self that 1 can,
wonderful history (that of the mniraculous in in the midst of such a %vorid of deatb, and sin
connection witb the person and life and teach- and sorrowv, find enjoyxnent in marble cut inio
ing of Christ). But the patient study of tlic certain fornis, and colours laid on canvas ; and
narrative, and of its place in the history of the yet I really find inmrense enjoy ment in it. 1
wvorld, and the perception of a light in it which feel almost as if I had gottenl a new. sense."
entirely satisfied my reason and iiiy conscience, And then follows an entliubiastic appreciation
finally overcamne these misgivings and forced of the " surpassing geniois of those old Greek
on me the conviction of its trutb." I-is legai sculptors." But however alive hie rnigbt be to,
career nas cut short by the deatlî of his eIder the fieeting beauty of what lie himself %votld
brother, -in event wvhich wvas a beavy blov to have called the transient and phenomenal, no
hini, and wvbich involved bis succeïsion to the inan ever wvalked under a more solemn and
family estate, with newv duties and responsi- abiding sense of spiritual realities, as the onlv
bilities. With the view of leavingy to his legal realities ; to no one wvas the spiritual %vorld
friends some expression of bis own ivarmn re- more fulfly and '.ividly present. An enthusias-
established faith, lie prepared tlîe first of his tic student of Plato, hie mnight be described as.
theological writings, which, however, wvas flot a Christian idealist-finding in God's great pur-
published tili sonie twelve years afrerwards, pose for man, and in Christ as the manifesta-
when it appeared as an introductory essay to tion of that purpobe, the key to ail probleils,
the IlLetters of the Rev. Samuel Rutherforzl," and wbat hie believed would prove to be the
its author being by that time favourably known Isatisfactory solution of ail nmysteries.
as a wvriter. In this earliest production, hie \Vherever Mr. Erskine wvent hie mnade the
strikes the key-note of the theme u hich, durinc, powver.of bis strong spiiltuai influence feit. The
bis whole life, and throughout tbese "Letters, large collection of letters wvhich 611l these vol-
bie Ioved to elaborate and impress. " It foi- urnes are evidence of the wvide influence lie
lows," he.says, " that a'restoration to spiritual îvielded ; and tlic fact that they are addressed
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