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974 THE REV. MATTHEW WILKS.

religious socicty in whose affairs Mr. Wilks felt| Ilis preaching was eminently caleulated to be
the decpest interest, 'I'he reverend gentleman, juseful : he constantly aimed at awukening the
who had a curious drawling way of forcing the|conscience and reaching the heart. His views of
words out of his mouth, owning to his keeping it | truth were sound and clear, and feelingly though
in a great measure compresced while he spoke, | sometimes roughly expressed. His matter wus
remarked as he inspected the cheque—s This—is | spiritual, solemn, und searching. His illustrations
~—a—very—-handsome—-donation—iy—man.—| were often homely, but his character was o highly

Ill—write—-and—thank—Mr. R

for—it.” [ esteemed by all who knew hin, whether as a man

%Very good, Sir,” snid the rogue, with the po-]or us u Christian, that what would not have been
liteness of the class of persons to whom he wished Jtolerated in others, cither occasioned not a
for the time to be understood as belonging— [thought, or was overlooked, when coming frem

“Very good, Sir,” and he made a lacquey’s bow,
and quitted the room. 1In the course of five mi-

him.

Mr. Wilks had a most intimate knowledge of

nutes afterwards he returned in breathless haste, [the workings of the human heart. Few men have

saying he had entirely forgot that his master had
particularly desired him to pay an account ot ten
pounds to a tradesman in the neighbourhood, and

proved more successful in tracing its various
windings, or in exposing the fallacics in which the
saint as well us the sinner is in the habit of

that as he had not the requisite amount with him, |entrenching himsell.  With thousands it was mat-

and the residence of his master was two miles

ter of surprisc, how the reverend gentleman was

distant, he would feel particularly obliged, and so|so successful in lolding the mirror up to the

would his master, if Mr. Wilks would give him

winds of all clusses and descriptions of his heave-s,

ten pounds out of the hundred for which he had |'L'o me, the things is of casy explication. He had

got the cheque; assuring Mr. Wilks that the
moment he went home, the ten pounds would be
returned to hin in a two-penny letter. DMir.
Wilks at once handed him the ten pounds, and

most carefully studied the workings of his own
mind : he had most attentively watched the opera-
tions of’ his own heart in every variety of circun-
stances in which he found himself placed ; and un-

the fellow quitted the apartient, renewing his[derstanding the philosophy of human nature

protestations as he reached the door, that in a
few hours the money would be returned to AMr.
Wilks. He had scarcely got to the street, when
the idea flashed across the mind of the reverend

sufficiently well to know that it is essentially the
same in onc man as in another, except where grace
Las made the difierence, he inferred from his own
experience in his unconverted as well converted

gentleman, that he had possibly been duped. 1l [state, what passed in the heart of others.

mused for 2 moment, and then felt assured of the
fact. Striking the palin of his hand on his knee,
§0 as to suit the action to the word, he exclaimed
in his own peculiar way, «I'm—done; I'm—dune;
T'm—done.” The loss of his money he rcgarded
as nothing;’ but he never could forgive himselt

Mr. Wilks carefully preparcd himself by previ-
ous study for his pulpit munistrations, His pre-
paraticn however, was chiefly confined to the
matter and arrangement of his discourses. Ile
always regarded mere style as a thing unworthy
of thought in one who was called to preach Jesus

for being so easily duped by a lacquey-locking |Christ and him crucified. Hence his diction had

rogue,

nothing of polish in it. He not only did not deal

Mr. Wilks’ inflience over his congregations in rounded periuds or enphonicusly constructed

was perhaps greater than that of any other niinie-

sentences, but he never felt a duzire to be consid-

ter over his tlock, that could be namcd. "They jered elequent, in the sense in which the world

regarded him with mingled feclings of the ceopest

uzually upder.tands the term.  Ile was, however,

Tespect and the warmnest aflection.  Ife was their | eloquent as regarded the imipression his preaching
¢dcar friend,” as well as “beloved pastor.” N /made and the cffects it produced. Ilis dicticn
one will be surpriscd, therefore, copecially when Ifwas plain, but not clovenly. It was zlways clear
add that their confidence in his judglent was un-jfrom its very plainne.s.  Much of his preaching

bounded, on being inforined that his will was, in

was of'a ecllequial kind: he often spoke from the

almost every instence, a law to them.  Large a: ;Zl‘llp‘:t. YEJ the tvo ﬂlult;:ll"h] people who attended
were his congregations both in the City Roud and | his min' try at cach of his chapels, juct as if he
Tottenham Court Roal, and unwieldy as they|had been sitting n his own ca: ¥ chiair in his study,
were in many repects, Mro Wilks preserved the und conversing witha private fricnd.  Ile scarce-
greatest union and hwmeny wwong them during | Iy ever cellvered a cczuion, in the course of which
the long period he was their pastor.  The differ- | lie did net oy scrae hing pointc 15 somcthing that
ences and aqizsensions which have taken p!acc would ke an lmpreszicn on <ac mind likely to
among them since his death, are unhappily tuo|be retained. Ile was exceedingly partial to the

well known, not only to the religious portion of [t
the metropolitan cuminunity, but to the public|!
generally.

ze of thert quotations from our most popular
hyems, in illustrating Lis positicns.  And at the

conclezion of his diccourses instoad of desiring

But it was not mercly as regarded the externals [tic congregation, a. i w.ually dune in the chapels
of church government, that Mr. Wiks exereised afin Lendon, to ting, “Praise God, from whom ali
powerful influence cver the minds of Lis people, |bles: ing. flow,” or « e other lines of a doxolo-
He was eminently succes:[ul in the conversion of|gicel charactery he slways gave out four, five, or
sinners, and in the edificution of the suinis of God, [ -ix ver.c . —now and then as many as cight—of
His influence as a preacher of the truths of thejoune of the ordinary hymns, suitable to the ser-
gospel, was in these respects singularly great, as|mon; the same as at the commencement of the
hundreds who are still alive are ready to testify. {scrvices.




