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attention, will produce sufficient action to accomplish the expec-
ted result.

In order to demonstrate the true character of these phenomena,
wo ourselves performed some esperiments, the particulars of
which are subjoined.

June 8, 1853.—First Experiment—~Four medical gentlemen
sat round a small table, having a stem with threc legs, but with-
out castors.  Each person pliced his fingers lightly on the table,
thelittle fingers of one person touching the little fingers of the
prerson next him, and the thumbs separated by a considerable in-
terval. In this experiment, it was determined that no expectant
idea snould be entertained, that the attention should not l-¢ fixed
upon the table, and that ordinary conversation should be frecly
carrixl on.  After sitting for twenty mmutes, no effect whatever
was produced. The experiuw.ent was comnenced at 25 minnts
1at 7, and was continued until 45 minutes past 7.

2nd FErperiment~The same~ gentlemen pliced themselves
round the table, in exactly the same position as in the last experi-
ment.  Inthis experiment, however, it was determined, that per-
fect silence should be maintained, that the thonghts should be
coxcentrated upon some result, whatever it might be, but that
no expectant idea should be entertained as to the direction which
the table should take. “he experiment was commenced at 12
minutes to S3 at 6 minutes to S the table bexan to move from
right to left. ~ After it had moved for some little time, the ex-
perinient was abandoned, as it was not thought necessary to fol-
lowitscircamvolutions. Dr. C felt that his1 ftarm wasin a
stat: of musenlar tension before the talle commenced moving,
Dr.J felt pressure on his right little finger fiom Dr. C——'s
left little finger, the pressure appearing to iucrease up to the time
when the table began to move,  Mr N felt a tingling in
the skin, as also, a somewhat painful sense of muscular tension
before the table began to move.  After it beman to move, his
fingers and hands wnintention:dly, but indtinctu ely, accommoda-
ted themsclves to the movements of the table, the involuntary
muscular actions being directed in the axis of movement of the
table. Dr. S——— was not conscious of any movement whatever
of his own muscles, or of t os¢ of the gentlemen to his night and
Jeft. and his mind was wholly indifferent as to the direction
which the table would take.

3rd Experiment—It was now determined that perfect silence
should be maintained, that the thoughts should be concentrated
upon the movement of the table, and that an expectant idea
should be entertained of the table moving from left to right.
The experiment was performed by the same gentlemen as heforo
and in the same positions. It was commenced at 7 minutes past
8, and at 15 minutes past 8 the table began to turn from left to
richt, but in two minutes it suddenly reversed its direction, and
turned from right to left.  This Jatter phenomenon was owing to
Mr. N——, (without mentioning the circumstuzce to the rest,)
exerting a distinet voluntary force in the opposite direction to
that in whicn the table was moving.

4tk Experiment—The same gentlemen sat down in the same
positions as bofore; but on this occasion it was defermined that
Dr.C and Mr. N should anticipate a movement of the
table from right te left. but that Dr. J and Dr, S—— should
entertam the contrary idea.  The experiment was commenced at
25 inutes past §, and it was continued till 20 minntes to 9, but
no effect whatever was produced.

June 4th, 1853.—5tk Expcriment—This experiment was
made upon a largs, round, drawing-room table, moving upon
castors. Eight ladies stood vound it, with their fingers resting
upon the table, and their little fingers in contact with the litde
fingers of those standing to their right and left. It was deter-
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mined to will that the table shvuld move from left to right. In
one minute and a ha'f it moved from left to 1ight.

0tk Experiment—A lady placed both her hands flat on the
table, which in this case was a small and light one; and it moved
in two minutes from left to right.

h Erperinent—Four gentlemen and four ladies pliced
themselves round the large dimwing-room table mentioned in the
Sth experiment.  They ussmmeld successively the standing, the
kaceling, and t ¢ sitting postures; but, after waitiug for twenty-
five minutes, no result whatever was produced.  The four gentle-
men then withdrew, and far ladies then took their places, thus
placing cight ladics round the table. It moved in two minutes.

These experiments we cousider to ! ¢ so conclusive, that com-
ment is hardly necessary.  The conditions of the bodies to be
moved, and of the human forces by which the movement is to
be accomplished, are precisely those whieh, a priori, we should
have auticipated. A small table is moved more readily than a
large one, and it is moved 1nore easily upon, an oil-cloth thas
upon acarpet 5 it is moved wore eastly by females than by ma cs,
because, in the foriner, thie muscles ate more mobile, the witl less
strong, the ¢motions more acute, the ideas more vivid. It is snid
that voung persons suceeed better tha., persons advanced in years,
~—a fact which may be readily explained upon the same principles.

We wonld especially call attention to the few words in the last
sentence but one, whica state our opinion, that it is weaknesst
and not strength of will which readiness t asswme these imolun-
tary actions testifies, |, ‘The more powerful the higher faculties of
the mind, the less quickly do the muscles act on the impulsion
ofthe ideas only.  In men, where the intellect is naturally stron-
ger, and in adults, where it is strengthened by use, the manifes.
tatior.s of ideomotor acts are represed.  Amd we would call at-
tention to this fact for a practical purpose, viz, with the olject of
cautioning the public, through our readers, against trying these
sort of experiments too often. 1t s very cestn, that each trial
renders the “table mover” more ready at exhibiting the required
phenomena, more under the dominion of ideas, and less under the
doinion of rational will,  Each trial then must weaken the in-
tellestual powers, must make the experimenter less a man, and
more an indinct governed animal.  The peculiar state of mind
induced, is not, perhaps, either hysteria or insanity ; but it is akin
to both.

The experiment, now so often repeated, of suspending a ring
by a thread coiled around the finger, placing the ving within a
tumbler, and heming it stiike the glass as many times as corres-
pond to the hour, is a phenomenon analogous to table moving,
and very interesting in a physiological point of view. The per-
son who performs the experiment exercises no voluntary action
upon the movements of the ring; but he kuows the hour, and,
this acting unconscioudy vpon the organization, a series of invol-
untary mascular vibrations are produced, which result in striking
the glassthe required number of times.
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Geology is in the ascendant. It counts in its ranks some of
the most energetic and able men of science of the dav; it claims
for its service the only Scientific Society that can bring together
a considerable congregation of attentive and intelligent listeners;
it oceupics aud fills, at the annual gathering of the British As-
sociation, the largest meeting hall of all the sections, and wins
admiration in the Provinces by a yeuly sitting of six almost con-
sceative days, distinguished for the liveliness of the debate and
the interest of the subjects discussed; it enforees its importance
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