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This is & strong-seeuted, repulsise plant, exceedingly meritori-
ous of the nume 1 b,

The root is large nnd abrupt, with numerons, conded, Reshy
fibres, The spattic or floser which emerges from the ground
some Qune beture the leaves, is ovate, swelling, spotted, and sone-
times vearly covered with dull Lrowuish purple. The leaves
ke their appenrance after the flowers; they are manerous,
large, and crowded, oblong, hent-shaped, neate, sinooth, with
runerous veins of u jader colour. Thvy contitee to muwereee i
sizo for o month or twe after the fluwering pedod i3 over, and
are conspivnons in swntner i ey meadow, swamp or brook.

The odour depends on a volatile prineiple, not separble by
distiltation, besides which there is an acrid principle, which re-
sins in the root when dried, mnd to which the plant owes its
dungerous qualities when taken in over doses,

10th. Hyoscinmus Niger—Ilenbane. Class ¥, Owder I, Nat.
O1d. Luvide,

»

This plant is not indigenous to this conntry, but within the
Tast five or six years is has become naturafized iu the immediate
sseighbourhved of this city, the ouly place where T have as yet
found it, is on Front Street, near the Bay, and to the westward of
Simeos Street.

Tt belongs to the poisanous Nat, Order Lurida, and like most
of them, equally useful in medicine,

The whole plant has 2 glavcous or sea green colour, is hiary
and viseid, and emits 2 rank and offensive smell.

The first leaves spread on the gronnd, and  have some resem-
blance to a youny thistle.  The tlowers are funned shaped, iree-
gulay, with tive spreading, obinse segments, of a pale yellow or
straw colour, with a beautifil network of pueple veins,  They
are followed by a row of capsules, two cetled, aad coverad witha
Hid—which is Tnuvested by its rigid prickly and persistent ealyx.

The Medicinal as well as the poisonous effects of this plant are
too well kanown to require any comment from me, particulurly as
the lurid aspeet aud the nauseous swell woukd in all probubility
ever prevent its heen eaten in its natuwrad state.

1 have now, a3 biielly as 1 conldd, given 2 description of wost,
if not all, the noxious or poisondus plants grawing sear this City;
vet, I shourkd consiler the list incomplete, were 1 to omit the
mention of one which, although not generally looked upon as a
poison, vet, I believe it 1o be the causa of more deaths in the hu-
man family than all the others put togethier. 1 mean the Sceale
Carnutwn, or Ergot of Rye,

A good deal of uncertainty provails as to the exaet sature of
this substance;—it is generlly thought to avise wnder the in-
fluence of undue moistare, damp soifs, and a rainy or misty at-
mosphere, espeeintly at the time the exr is coming into flowar.

The Ergat or Spur will, oceasionally, in unfavourable seasons,
affect all the Graminacwes, more mrely the Cyperewe, and some-
times even the Paling; but it s found much more frequently,
and of larger size, in rye.

Its action on the animal cconomy is very peculiar, and the
most remarkable of these effects are those produced by its fice
and long continued use with the food.

Azmongst cattle, it has frequently been known to produce
<black foot’ and ‘rot; in other instances a cachectic state of the
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sy<tem has been observed, indicated by ‘extreme wasting and
wenkinesy, loss of apnetite, frequent pulse, felor of the secretions
and pxeretinns, contraction of the spleen, and enfargement of the
liver? I had se adssirable opportumity of olsers ing these cileets
gome yews ago, where a farge and good stock of cattle, horses,
and sheep, wore wintered on the stran of 1y, sata of whielu was
sléghtly disensed,

Iss the spring of the year, the whole of the stock, without a
single eveaption, was in the most abject state of musery ;. withoush
the winter lad been short aud not severe, and the cows and sheep
wedl fed with bay, the basn-yard was olways kept covered with
the sye straw, at shich the eattle were vonstantly pickiog,  The
result was the loss of about § of the sheep, and % of the lunbs;
and!both the cows and sheep brought forth their young pressy
turely,

In the louman race two distinet disenses have been reforred to
its protrcted wse, and both of them have been observed to pre-
vail as epidemivs fn vatious parts of the Continent, where rye
cotstitutes u considerable propottion of the food uf man,

One of these diseases, termed Convulsive Ergotisw, is dis-
tinguished by the chameters of an nente comatose affection,
gidediness, disness of vision, insensibility, convalsions, impereep-
tible pulse, and death within two days.

The other, and mors common disorder; termed Gangrenous
Ergotism, which commences with weariness, fever, a tendency to
hemorrhage, pains in the aems and limbs, and at fength dry gani
grene, commencing in the tingers or tocs, whick drop off by the
joints, and the patient cither recovers stowly, or expires, wor out
wnder the provess of repair.

When given in single and large doses its effeets are differont,
and it does not appear to be an active poison, as it required three
ounces to kill a dog; and in man one ounce has enly occasioned
vowiting, coliey pains, headache and stapos, :

Tt is, however, for a criminal purpose that this substance fs
most frequently made use of; from its well known action upon
the womb, it is very often had reconrse to for the purpese of pro-
curing abotion; and Iam convineed that, viewing it in this
Jight, it is without doubt the cause of more infantils déaths than
the whole of the other poisons put togather—~~tlere Dr, I, gave
a sbort wccount of a visit ke puid to the Rice Lake Indians;
and spoke of thelr medicines, superstitions, cause of thesr
greal decrease amongst the Christian Tribes. st, Abortion
very common; 2ad. spivits; 3rd. want of praper food, "

I feel, wentlamen, that I have trespassed too long upon your
kind indulgence, and wearied you with details in which miauy
can have felt but litthe intevest,

It was my wish to have ofiered a fow remarks on the advan-
tages to be devived from the study of Natwal History; Lt I
find that I have already far excceded the me allotted to me.
It is to be hoped, however, that the time is not fie distast when
instruction on this sabject shuldl oceupy its true place, and reteive
its due share of attention in all our schools and seminaries of
leasning,

The celebrated Linneus in his ¢ Reflections on the Study: of
Natare,' observes i—* o who docs not make himself acqiinted
with God fron the considerstion of nature, will seareely acquire
knowledgo of Him from any other source; for, if we have wo
faith in the things which are seen, how should we believe thoss
things which are not seen ?



