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SE N ATOR

lION. SENATOIL COX.

HE burden of poverty is a
timeme that bas been much.
dilated upon, but the bur-
dcn of wvealth is one that
is too generully tîmouglit to
lie of down. To thc meil

of genlus in the world o! art, science,
and letters, we hasten to do lionour,
and riglitly so, but to the men of
genlus in finance, 'who are developing
the industrial resource-s of our country
and promoting prosperity among lier
citizens-to these, also, wve ouglit to do
honour.

Iii the insurance and financli world
of Canada to-day there is perliaps no
more promnent name tlian tîmat o!
Senator George A. Cox.

In the founding of a great corpora-
tion. in Otiii-o. in tie openin.- of the
coal-fields of thc Nortli-West, and in
dleveloping the iron industries o! Nova
Srotia, not only lias lie profited per-
sonally. but the community lias sliared
]ls prosperity as well. Hie lias ac-
qiiirod bis wvealth by developing thc
resources o! ls country, aîci is a liv-
ingf testimony to the fart tîmat men of
ability dIo flot need to niigrate to an-
otmer ]and to acquire wvealth. It eau
hor done in Canada liy tlie riglit men.

Some one lias said o! hini tliat lie

ORGE A. CON.

was never hiappy as " vhen lie liad
run limiiself into a tiglit place finan-
cially, and 'vas planning a, vay out."
Lt is this spirit of deliglit in sur-
iiouinting dilliculties that bas carried
himi to the top. For c2rtainly his early
advantages Nvere only suizh as belonged
to thousands of Canadian boys.

George Aibertus Cox was born in
the village of Coiborne, Ont., in the
year 1840, and -%as of English descent.
Aftei- receiving sucli educational train-
in- as tliose early days afforded, at
the age of sixteen lie began his career
as an operator for the Montreal Tele-
graph Company in his native village.
So thoroughly did lie discliarge bis du-
ties in this capacity that the Company
appointed hlm as its agent la Peter-
boroughi. Here for thirty years lie
laboured tirelessly and steadily up the
steep blli of fortune.

Mudli of the commercial and muni-
cipal ]ife of Peterborough is indis-
solubly linlied witli his name. For
seven years lie wvas miayor of tlie towvn,
four times by acclamation and tliree
times by election. Lt was «while there
lie became local representative of the
Canada Life Insurance Company and
of the Western Assurance Company.

Ia 1878 lie tooli one of the inost im-
pur-tant steps in bis career, when hie
became president of the 'Midland Rail-
way of Canada at tlie request of its
creditors. When lie assumed the
management of the IMidland, thle stock
was selling at seventeen cents on the
dollar. A f ew years later the pro-
perty was sold to the Grand Trrunk
Railway, and so great hiad been the
iml)rovement that its securities ;vere
wvorth more than par. Thiis sale was
tîme foundation of 'Mr. Cox's fortune.

To lilm is due the honour of being
the founder and first president of the,
Central Canada, Loan and Savings
Company. In 18SS lie nioved to To-
ronto. and a few years later becanie
I)residleit of the Canadian B3ank of
Commerce. In 1M6 17r. Cox was ap-
pointed member of the Dominion Sen-
ate. Since tliat lie lias received the
additional lionour of the presidency ot
the Canada Life Assurance Company,
t'le welfare of whicli lias been for forty
years one o! bis most heartfelt in-
terests.

But a nian unspoiled by we-alth and
worl(lly hônnours Senator Cox lias ever
remainoci. In spite of bis varied flnan-


