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tion of a few colds, there has been no sick-
ness this winter, Did I say winter 7 We
had none before Marcl. Ploughs were going
near tho city and butterflies wore caught
flitting about in February. 'We have never
had it below zero—scldom below 7° above,
and for weeks at a time between 30° and
50° Thero was scarcely any snow beforo
March and little since. Some months ago
we had our new organ crected, which is one
of the handsomest in America. It cost
somewhere necar $4000. The singing is
much improved, and, instead of losing any
members by reason of its introduction, thero
is an improved attendance. The anti-organ-
ists accepted the situation in a spirit worthy
of all praise. They are among tho most
regular and loyal of the friends of the
church. Why are anti-organists elsewhore
not always as wise and as Christian? Why
will they persist in opposing the inevitable ?
For their comfort I may say that our exper-
ience of an organ is, so far, most satisfac-
tory. Our Church Extension Committee
are at work. They have not yet purchased
a site, but have chosen soveral from which
one is soon to be selected. In the city,
there are by the last census about 1060
Presbyteriane, but as they are somewhat
scattered, we have not an average attendance
of more then four hundred or five hun-
dred. Asyou would learn from our pub-
lished statistics, our income for all purposes
last year nearly reached $10,000, of which
over $2000 went tcwards the schomes of
the Church. Our Sunday-school is in a
state of efficiency, under the the Superin-
tendency of Mr. George Archibald, who is
an enthusiast. The school, together with
a mission branch in the suburbs, has about
260 in attendance. We have almost for-
gotten the Union. No one ever thinks of
the old separation. We have no time to
get up any more quarrels, and I can hold
up my congregation as a model in regard to
its harmony and willingness to work to-
gother in any good work. This winter we
held monthly “sociables” with advantage.
They were free and essy meetings in the
basement ; with music, reading, and tea
and cake handed round,and the manuscript
newspaper, which I edited, snd which was
happily instrumentsl in hitting ceriain
things that needed a rap, but not important
enough to introduce into a sermon. Sociables
properly conducted are useful. Like all

other good things they may easily be abused,
Our Ladies’ Zenana Society is still at work,
actively as ever. Thoy have lately orga-
nized the girls into a mission band, and
each alternate Wednesday aftornoon a visi-
tor to the vestry would see a genuine little
¢ Busy Bee,” working for the little heathen,
Although I have no brother Presbyterian
minister nearer than Mr. Logan at Harbor
Grace, my Methodist and Congregational
brethren, are brethren indeed. We love
each other as well as if wewers members of
ono Presbytery. At the beginning of the
year, wo continued tho union of prayer for
o sccond weelk, with good rosults, and we
bave established a monthly united evangel-
istic service, in the churches alternately.
Salvation Army folk are beginning to make
quite astir in our usually quict city. They
gather the excitable and ignorant classes,
and there are a good many such here. They
are doing some temporary good, but I fear,
not a little harm. Their methods and bun-
combo I do not approve of, but I have taken
counsel with Gamaliel and shall ¢ refrain
from these men and let them alone” Our
cause at Bay of Islands still languishes, A
few scattered familiesare all that are left of
the flourishing station to which the late Mr.
Creclman so diligently ministered. We
send them a catechist in the summer, whom
they treat kindly and support liberally.
There are among them some true-blue sons
of John Knox, and I am very sorry they
are so far away, and that my hands are so
tied here that I cannot pay them an occa-
sional visit. I wick some ordained minis-
ter from Canada w.uld take a smmmer run
down to Bay of Islands and administer the
Lord’s Supper to those good people. It
would be a pleasant trip for some Canadian
parson in search of his health. He might get
a passage on a schooner from Halifax easily.

JapaN PrespYTERIAN Missioxs—Under the
title of the “ United Church of Christin Japan,”
thres missionary organizations laboring in the
empire—the American Presbyterian,the Amer-
ican Reformed, and the Scotch United Presby-
terians-~are banded together, end in Novem-
ber last held their third gencral assembly. The
churchesrepresented number forty-four, with a
membership of over four thousand. The meset-
ing was held at Tokio, sixty delegates being pre-
gent, and at some of the sessions there was an
audience of not far from one thousand. A
native pastor was chossn moderator of the
assembly.




